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CHAP. 3 


HE ine Adige uche | 
in the ſtreet, ' propoſed taking 
chairs for Argyll buildings; but, 


| nde in the hurry they had put on 

their cloaths that morning, both had for- 

got their pockets; and neither had a far- 
ding to defray the en penee of ſuch à con- 
veyance: they therefore determined to 
walle thither; but the agitation of Miſs 
9 Vol. II. | es Sn Prado's 
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Prado s ſpirits rendered the attempt im- 
practicable, and ſhe was very near fainting, 
by that time they reached theFeſſamine Free; 
which being a ſhop Mrs. Orrice had been 
accuſtomed to, and was well known ar, 
ſhe took her in there, and procured ſome | 
lavendar water, begging leave to ſit down, 
till the young lady was a little recovered | 
from the fatigue of her walk. Whilſt ſhe 
was rubbing Miſs Prado's temples, her 
attention was called off by the entrance of 
an elderly clergyman, who purchaſed a 
_ caniſter of ſnuff, and withdrew. From 
the time this gentleman appeared, her eyes 


were fixt on him; and as ſoon as he was 


gone, ſhe aſked the perſon who ſerved 
him, if he knew who be was? -<< His name 


is Trew,” replied, he; a doctor of 


% divinity, who reſides near Windſor.“ 
Doctor Trew? repeated ſhe, * I thought 


he had been abroad. He has not bean 


0 returned long with the Earl of ——;“ 
anſwered the. other. 60; wiſh, ſaid ſne, 
1 1 had been, certain i it was he; for I have 
\s An affair ef great moment to impart. tro 
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offered to ſend to Mr. Dodfley's to enquire 
for him; ſaying, it was very probable he 
would be found there, as he uſually paſſed 
many hours there; and invited her and 

the lady to walk into the houſe, till they 
heard of him. They accepted the offer 
with thanks; and the Doctor returned with 
3 their meſſenger, and, in courteous terms, 


deſired to know, on what occaſion he was 
ſent for. A very particular one, Sir,” 
ſaid Mrs. Orrice, © and I hope ſuch: as 
<< will plead my excuſe for the liberty 1 


have taken in ſending for you. I am 
informed your name is Trew; and as 
3 <© the only relation I know of in the world 
I bears that name, I am defirous of en- 
quiring after him, tho? I never had the 


< pleaſure of ſeeing him, ſince he took 
<< leave of me at Mrs. Diſcipline's ſchool 


e in Tork.“ That muſt be more than 
* thirteen years ſince,” cried he. Pray, 
Madam, what is your, name? for the 


< perſon you mean is well known to me ; 


and if you have any thing material 10 
communicate to him, he ſhall beinformed 


* l by me. Are you not then, Sir,“ 
F B 2 faid 
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ſaid ſhe, —* But I will not preſume to'be 
wy impertinently inquiſitive: I will only 
* affire you, it would be doing an act 
« becoming your profeſſion to inform 
„ him the daughter of his ſiſter Orrice 
has been four years in the ſervice of 
45 Lady Foſter; from whom he may 
receive an account of her conduct, if 
-* he will give himſelf the trouble to en- 
% quire.” The doctor, taking out his 
handkerchief, wiped off a tear that was 
ſtealing down his venerable face; and 
viewing her ſtedfaſtly; I think,* ſaid 
he, I can trace your mother's features 
in yours: tell me, are you not Jemima 
« Orrice ?—* I am, indeed, Sir; tho my 
4 ſtation in life has been ſo reduced by 
% my unhappy father's attachment to an 
41 unſucceſsful cauſe, which coſt both him 
and my mother their lives, and involved 
me in ſuch great. diſtreſs, that I fear my 
% uncle Trew, who condemned my fa- 
„ ther's principles, will think me unwor- 
„ tþyþis patice,” —* You are unacquaint- 
ed wick this diſpoſition,* returned the 
'% ad if . e it ſo. difingeauous, | 
+ as 
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as to condemn you for your- parent's 
errors; or that he would not as rea- 


4 


* 


dily acknowledge you in a ſtate of in- 
| *© digence, as affluence; when convinced 


© the reduction of your: «circumſtances : 


cannot be imputed to à defection from 


virtue.“ IL hope, Sir, I could make 
„that clear to him, by an appeal to 
© many perſons of credit, who are per- 
ons * fedtly. acquainted with the canciones 


6 of my life, ſince, my parents demiſe.” 
My dear niece !* cried the doctor, : 1 


am that uncle you are ſo deſirous of 
5 being recommended to; and I ſhould: 
have recollected your face, little altered 


N * by time, had I not received accounts of 


your death, years ſince, which made 


me imagine myſelf deceived in the re- 


8 ſemblance you bear to a ſiſter, who was 
dear to me. I muſt beg a ſolution of 
that myſtery; but this is an improper 
place fog farther. conference : f therefore, 

« if you. pleaſe; 4 yill attend you to your 
© lady's. houſe. At this propoſition, he, 
as ſuccin&ly as poſſible, related what had 
paſſed ſince ſhe left her; and told him her 
Had! | B 3 Wk Intent 
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intentions of proceeding to Lady Foſter's 


ton houſe, as ſoon as Miſs Prado had re- 


gained ſtrength to perform the walk. * She 
* muſt not attempt it,” returned he: Iwill 
take chairs for you both, and ſee you 
_ * ſafe there.. A thouſand thanks, Sir,“ 
cried the young lady : * let me but ſtay 
long enough to expreſs my gratitude to 
© heaven and you, and reſt a few. hours 
there; and then if you would be fo hu- 
"Mn mane, as to hire any vehicle to convey. 
me into Kent, 1 will repay the obliga- 
tion, andd ever retain a grateful remem- 
* brance of it; for I cannot think myſelf 
_ * ſafe from my uncle's perſecutions in 
« any houſe fo ſlenderly guarded, as my 
„ guardian's'3 is in her abſence.” —* Alas! 
Madam, the journey is roo long to be 
undertaken, after your preſent fatigue: 
not thatI think your remaining in town 
proper; but Lord Lg coach, return- 
ing empty this evening, is to ſet me 
down at my houſe; Whither if you and 
my niece will accompany me, and ac- 
ceept ſuch ſorry entertainment as an old 
C7 {bachelor * can afford, you. 
© ſhall 
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hall be welcome; and I will write to 
Lady Foſter, and learn from her how ' 
you are to proceed,” This kind offer 
was too agreeable to be rejected: and the 
doctor, having put them into chairs, kept - 
pace with them till they reached Argyll - 
buildings, where they found only Martha. 

They were but juſt ſeated in a parlour, 

when ſhe beckoned Mrs. Orrice out of 
the room; who going after her into an- 
other, deſired to know what ſhe wanted 

with her. O Mrs. Orrice!“ faid Martha, 

what pity is it you did not come a 

„ minute ſooner! He is but juſt gone; I 
es looked after him, and ſa him turn the 
t corner but the moment before your 
chairs came up; but he ſaid he would 
. call again in the afternoon.“ “ Who 
has been here? and what do you mean, 
Martha? Nay, Madam, you need not 
„de ſo cloſe and preciſe; for he is a vaſt 
< handſome gentleman, with his laced 
„ waiſtcoat, and his gold taſſels dangling 
4 from his hat. Idarebeſworn he is aloyal 
. Joveyer ; for he told me as ſure as fate I 
&, * ſhould ſeeyou before aday toan end; and 


„* 


— . — 
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"> 2 We 8 his words would 
prove true.“ Who was this man? 


Aye, Mrs. Orrice, you need not be Y 
„ ſhy; for I ſha'nt ſay a word about the 
«© matter to nobody: he left a portman- 
teau, and a little trunk, that a porter 
followed him with, and moreover a 


letter for you, and ſaid, he would be 


here by-and-by for an anſwer; praying 
« me, if you brought Miſs Prado with 


you, not to give it you before her.“ 
© And where is this letter, Martha?“ 
Here in my boſom, for I would not 
truſt i it no-where elſe; becauſe as how: 
« I do ſuppoſe. it is full of ſecrets.” — 
Give it me Hirectly. .“ No; hold; Mrs. 
Orrice; you ſhall' firſt Acer me, if 


& you do. keep a private wedding (as tis 
like you may, by your bringing a mi- 


4 giſter with you) that I ſhall have a crum 


66 of cake drawn nine times thro? the ring. N 
and a favour.” Is the wench out of 
her ſenſes? prythee have done prating, 


and give me my letter.“ Well, Mrs. 


* Orrice, you need not be ſo eroſs; there 
i is the letter; and behind this ſhutter 


1 . _ * ſtands. 


4 
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te ſtands the trunk.“ The moment Mrs: 


Orrice broke the ſeal, the impertinent 
creature, clapping her hands, ſaid, *© Do 
pray, let the favour be a maiden*s b/ufh, 
and the poely, As I am ft, ſo be you 


& next; in golden letters, like as they have 


for Parliament-men.”* Mrs. Orrice, to 


get rid of her, promiſed what ſhe required, 


and looking at the trunk, found it was 
that in Ahh Miſs Prado had depoſited 


her trinkets of value: ſhe perceived that 
the portmanteau and letter were both di- 


rected to herſelf; and in the latter found 
the OP; contents? n 


3 
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Madam, 15 Pall wall, 3 72 . 
R. Oſmond- Ps has no intentions 
of defrauding the youn 


" | called his niece, |defired 1 would raturn her 5 
portmanteau, c. and had not the old bel 


dame his mother drove you put of hishouſe, 
I would have delivered them there; z but 
conjecturing; from yonr converſation laſt 
night, that you would make for Argyll 


= OG I A | builcings, 
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I little forethought his words would 


K 


prove true.“ : Who was this man? 


Aye, Mrs. Orrice, you need not be ſo 
« ſhy; for I ſha'nt ſay a word about tge 
matter to nobody: he left a portman- . 
e teau, and a little trunk, that a porter 

* followed him with, and moreover a 


letter for you, and ſaid, he would be 


here by-and-by for an anſwer ; praying 


© me, if you brought Miſs Prado with 


. you, not to give it you e er 1%. 
Y And where 1s this letter, Martha * | Reg 


Here in my boſom, for I would not ! 
* truſt it no-where elſe ; becauſe as how * 
« I do ſuppoſe. it is full of ſecrets.” — 


Give it me Airectly.— No; hold; Mrs. 


Orrice; you ſhall” W if 
vou do keep a private wedding (as tis 


4 


like you may, by your bringing a mi- 
niſter with you) that I ſhall have a crum 
« of cake drawn nine times thro? the ring, 


„* 


and a favour.” —* Is the wench out of 
her ſenſes? prythee have done prating, 


and give me my letter. Well, Mrs. 
« Orrice, you need not be ſo. croſs; there 


« is the letter; and behind this ſnutter 


15 * ſtands 
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= 2 tt ſtands the trunk.” The moment Mrs. 
ſo Orrice broke the ſeal, the impertinent 
he creature, clapping her hands, ſaid, Do 
n. © pray, let the favour be a maiden*s bluſh, 
err and the poeſy, 4s I am fixt,” ſo be you 
a next; in golden letters, like as they have 
be for Parliament-men.” Mrs. Orrice, to 
get rid of her, promiſed what ſhe required; 
and looking at the trunk, found it was 
that in which Miſs Prado had depoſited 
her trinkets of value: ſhe perceived that 
bt the portmanteau and letter were both di- 
w 7 rected to herſelf; and in the latter found wo 


— the e contents: | 


FF n 36 10 Mrs, Orrice, 
R 5 
5 Madam, 1115 Pell wal, 3 I 
R. OG ag has no intentions 
3 of defrauding the young Womanhe 
f called his niece, deſired I would return her 
„ portmanteau, Sc. and had not the old bel- 
dame his mother drove you out of his houſe, 
Il would have delivered them there; but 
c onjecturing, from your converſation laſt 
3 night, that you would make for Argyll 
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| buildings, 1 ſend Monſieur Du Sang with 


them, who has a tendre for you, and. is 
glad to embrace this opportunity of in- 


' troducing himſelf. I do affure you, he 
has the honour to. be allied to many of 
the nobleſſe in the province of Picardy 


: but being a cadet, and unwilling to diſ- 


grace his anceſtors by engaging in any 


way of trade, he rather choſe to attend 


Mr. Oſmond in quality of valet ; and his 
maſter has ſuch a regard for him, as to 


promiſe, whenever he ſhall be diſpoſed to 
leave him and marry, to purchaſe him a 
genteel poſt in one of the public offices; 
and ſhould his propoſals meet with your 


approbation, in conſideration of the trou- 


ble he has occaſioned you, will engage 


farther to preſent you with an hundred 


guineas towards furniſhing a houſe, In 
the mean time, he begs your acceptance 


of a bank note, which M. Du Sang has 
orders to deliver to you. I ſhall leave 
him to plead his own cauſe, and proceed 
to acquaint you, Mr. Oſmond requeſts no 


return on your part to his generoſity, only 


hopes, from your gratitude, you will raiſe 
4. 70008 pet wi 


* 
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no obſtacle to his amour with Miſs Prado * 
who, you muſt be convinced from Lady 
Oſmond's confeſſion, is not the perſon ſhe 


pretends to be. You heard that lady de- 


nied all relation between them; and you 
need but apply to any of his family, to be 
aſſured no ſuch people as Mr. Prado and 
his daughter are allied, or ſo much as 
| known, to them. You ſaw ſhe was very 
fond of her pretended uncle, and carried 
- on the deceit, till ſhe became acquainted 


with Mr. Haws; ſhe then grew cool to 


Mr. Oſmond ; and the affliction ſhe was 


in on the receipt of a fictitious letter which 


he ſent Lady Foſter to colour her removal, 
and which ſhe well knew the meaning of, 
aroſe from the neceſſity it reduced her to, 


of leaving Haws, or hazarding a detec- 


tion from Mr. Oſmond*s jealouſy, that 
would certainly have inſtigated a diſco- 


very of the impoſtor, drove her with igno- 
' miny from her lady, and have fruſtrated - 
the deſign upon her nephew. I could be 
more explicit upon that head, but think 


theſe hints ſufficient for one of your diſ- 
cernment, who may recollect many incon- 


B 6 gruities 
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gruities in her conduct with regard to this 


affair, and from thence judge of the pro- 


bability of my aſſertions.— Mr. Oſmond 
does not attempt impoſing on you by 


ſpecious pretences of romantic virtue; 


knowing you have ſeen too much of the 
world, to credit ſuch from a gay man, 
who is poſſeſſed of ſtrong paſſions, and an 
affluent fortune. The young woman in 


queſtion ſtruck his fancy at Richmond ; 


and he became the dupe of the . 


ſhe there contrived of paſſing for his niece, 


till a convenient opportunity offered of 


leaving Lady Foſter without ſuſpicion, 


and removing to an houſe preparing for 


her reception. This was the caſe when 


the went into Kent, where the fickleneſs 
of. her diſpoſition, or the hopes of obtain- 


ing Haws for an huſband, induced her to 


| yilr him, and occaſioned thoſe theatrical 


airs ſhe played off, You will from hence 


perceive a connivance with Mr, Oſmond's 


inclinations cannot be prejudicial to your 
intereſt, even with your lady, who can 
never approve of ſuch a match for her 
nephew; z and perhaps on diſcovering the 


11 oF 
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deckit, may ſuppoſe you an accomplice. 
If you would merit the favours Mr. Oſ- 
mond deſigns you, you have an eaſy part 
to act, that cannot redound to your diſ- 
credit; ſince the world will have no room 
to gueſs your motives; and, as I have 
ſchemed, it ſhall appear all chance. You 
are but to prevail with Miſs Prado to 


ſtay a day or two in town, and attend 
her to Vauxhall (a place ſhe may be de- 


lighted to fee) to-morrow evening; where 


you may ſeparate yourſelf from her by 


accident; and I will take care ſome friend 
of Haws' s, you underſtand me, ſhall offer 


his ſervice to fee her ſafe home, This 
ſcheme, is concerted merely to avoid a 


| buſtle, which might be attended with dan- 
gerous 1 from his paſſionate 


deſire of regaining the ungrateful fugitive; 


which he is reſolutely determined upon at 


all events; and bids defiance to every con- 


trivance for her removal out of town; 


having ſecured a poſſe of formidable 
friends, who are ready to undertake the 


moſt deſperate attempt in ſuch a cauſe. 


Therefore it would be Ne in you to 
make 


make a merit of voluntarily obliging him, 
rather than riſk the conſequence of his 
exaſperated paſſions, which, I once more 
aſſure you, it will be in vain to contend 
with; and, for your own ſake, would re- 
commend a compliance with the ſofter 

method 1 have propoſed ; which will lay 
a laſting obligation _ Mr. Oſmond, 
and 


ow fo TRY 
if you accede to this treaty; ; 
, 


on rejecting C 
Your avowed enemy, 


 PeneGRINE TRAILER. 
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CHAP. Il 


HE. contents of the epiſtle, inſerted 1 


in the preceding chapter, ſo exaſpe- 
rated the faithful Orrice, that ſhe exclaim- 


* as if ſhe had been within the hearing 
of the inditer, No, infernal monſter ! I 
* defy you, and your execrable machina- 
tions, thou avowed enemy to all good- 
* neſs! may you ever remain mine! I 
* hope I have ſecured a friend, that will 
| + baffle all your diabolical ſchemes.” 
This ſoliloquy Martha over-hearing, ſhe 


ran into the room where the doctor and 


Miſs Prado were fitting, and, with an 
affrighted countenance, cried, © Madam! 


« Sir! for goodneſs ſake come to poor 
« Mrs. Orrice; for ſhe is ſartainly diſ- 


« turbed in her mind, and is talking 
« to herſelf about dialoguing mackſhanes.”* 
Surprized at this ſpeech, the meaning of 
which was incom prehenſible to them, they | 


both followed her into another room, 
where they found Mrs. Orrice calmly re- 
peruſing the letter, which ſne delivered to 
her 
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* his opinion.”'— — As you pleaſe, dear Or- 
« rice. I feared, from Martha's account, 


© had no expectation of receiving a line 


3 ſummate villain,“ anſwered he. But 


4 from Sacred Writ, has ſufficient faith to 


+, tremble at an important truth, and does 
* not always diſallow, tho he acts againſt 
05 7 it; ſo; his emiſſaries may divulge a 


When it ſerves their wicked 
3 8 


* 


her uncle, ſaying to Miſs Prado, You 
vill excuſe my communicating this pa- 
« per to the doctor, Madam, as it con- 
* tains a propoſition concerning ſome af- 

& fairs relating to myſelf, of which 1 want 


A Wn = you had heard ſome bad news; which 
WF. © haddiſordered you,'— —* I was alittle ſur- 
| * prized, Madam, at the ſight of a hand 
« from.” Finding her ſpeak with ſuch re- 
Erpe, Miſs Prado withdrew, imagining 5 
ſhe had ſome private affairs to impart to 
her uncle. The moment ſhe was out of 
hearing, d Mrs. Orrice aſked, him, what he 
thought ol the writer of that letter, which 
be was, peruſing. —“ That he is a con- 


« ſince the father of liars, we are aſſured 


ve iy. which otherwiſe had not been 
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purpoſes. Of that nature appears to 


me the recital he gives of the young 
creature you attend: I muſt or he 
has raiſed ſuch doubts in my mind con- 
cerning her, that I muſt be ſatisfied in 
| ſome particulars, before I give credit 
to the ſtory of her alliance with 


Mr. Oſmond : Was it fuch as ſhe ſays, 


it is improbable his mother ſhould 
treat her as ſhe did; and ſince ſhe ſtill 
perſiſts in calling him her uncle, if we 
find he is not really ſo, we may reaſon- 


ably ſuſpe& the veracity of all ſhe bas 


vouched. Did you ever hear in what 


part of the town Lady Oſmond reſides?” 


have heard, in Dover: ſtreet, Sir. 
Then I will) wait upon her, and learn 
what I can of Miſs Prado. In the 
mean time I will not truſt you with the 
+ ſimple ſervant in this houſe; but, tho? 


Lord ——'s family are out of town, 
I can 5 the liberty of carrying you 


thither; where I can conſign you both 


to the care of Mrs. Maſterſon, my 


« lord's houſe keeper; whilſt I viſit Ley 


N and perform the; promiſe 1 
bu {4.00 have 
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have made to Miſs: Prado, of going to 


* the agent of the regiment her father is 
in, to enquire whether he is embarked. 


thing relative to her before Mrs, Ma- 


[5 


7 ms '—< Thope ſo too, my dear niece: 
but ſhould it ſo turn out, the fooner ſhe 


4 abuſed innocence from the aſperſion of 


„ guilt.— Had you never any doubt of 
& her being the perſon ſhe calls herſelf? 


© Nat. in the leaſt, Sir, till Lady Of- 


* mond's behaviour: (who muſt in that 
*- caſe. have been her grandmother), and 
this letter, raiſed a ſhadow of one, which 


has determined me to put a queſtion to 
her, that I never before thought of; and 
« ſuſpend my cenſures,” ſaid he, till I 
% have thoroughly examined into the af- 
#67: fair: and now I beg you would go to 
97 715 her, 


I ſterſon, till her ſtory is cleared up.“ 
8 Tihope, Sir, ſuch a ſweet innocent crea- 
ture, to all appearance, is not an im- 


is detected, the better; and if other- 
e viſe, we cannot be too haſty in reſcuing 
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her, and tell her, I think this houſe can 
be no aſylum againſt Mr. Oſmond's 
© confederates; and ſince my lord's is but 
« a ſtep from hence, we will walk thither 
„immediately.“ A porter was found by 
J Martha, who conveyed their baggage, by 
the doctor's direction, to a carrier, who 
Z was to leave it at his houſe, After he hgAad 
introduced them to Mrs. Maſterſon, he 
left them, to proſecute his intentions of 
waiting upon Lady Oſmond, and the 
agent. The latter he firſt called upon, 
and received certain intelligence of Mr. 
Prado's being failed ; but nothing more 
relating to him. In hopes of having the 
perplexed myſtery of Mr, Oſmond's and 
his niece's behaviour unravelled, he bent 
his courſe next towards Dover- ſtreet: and 
inquiring at Lady Oſmond's houſe for her, 
was anſwered by the ſervant, who came to 
the door, that ſne was at home, but he 
believed too much indiſpoſed to receive 
. company. I am ſorry for that, returned 
the doctor; but my buſineſs, I hope, 
de will not incommode her ladyſhip, and 
wh wow be diſpatched in a quarter of an 
SIN ee hour,” 
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„ hour.” She, hearing theſe. words from 
an adjacent parlour, ſent. a- maid ſervant 
to invite him in; and, upon his appear- 
ance, . demanded. his name and buſineſs. 
His anſwer to the firſt interrogatory ſeem- 
ed to-ſtartle her; and, in great confuſion, 
ſhe repeated the; aſt; but before he could 
reply, ſhe aroſe from ber chair, and was 
going to quit the room, ſaving, © I leave 
all. tranſactions of buſineſs to my ſtew- 
ard whom. I will ſend to you, Sir.“ 
The doctor, taking her by the hand, ſtopt 
her, and ſaid, I muſt beg a ſolution of 
my doubts from your own mouth, Ma- 
dam.“ Indeed, Sir,“ replied ſhe, © 1 


«fear I am too weak to talk over matters 


4 now; J am ſenſible I have been much 
& to blame; but I am not the only perſon 
„who was ſo; for what J did was in obe- 
% dience to my huſband, who was more 
4 deſirous I ſhould live in grandeur than 
„J was z but, alas! I feel every day more 
and more, that it is not in the power of, 
« riches to-heal a wounded mind, which 
66. can poiſon: and extinguiſh. every joy.” 

| The do; * this ſpeech Was dio- 


tated 
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ttcjied by a vapouriſh imagination, ſaid, 
I have nothing to accuſe your ladyſhip 
Z © of, more than your unkind treatment 
of your grand-daughter, whom you 
turned out of doors this morning, and 
* whom I met in the ſtreet, in great afflic- 
tion: and as I find ſhe is a ſtranger in 
town, and I am unacquainted with the 
* reſidence of her family, I came to gain 
information of it from you.“ The hor- 
ror which viſibly overſpread her counte- 
' nance a moment before, now vaniſhed, 
and a glow ſucceeded with theſe words, 
„O! the wicked flut!—I know whom 
" you mean, Sir; but ſhe is no kindred of 
% mine, 1 aſſure you. Does not ſhe call 
her name Prado? She does, Madam, 
and affirms ſhe is niece to your ſon ; tho 
indeed I never heard ſhe ſtyled yau 
+ grandmother : and your ladyſhip*s be- 
© haviour to her exciting in my mind a | 
£ ſuſpicion; of her veracity, I came hither 
© for ſatisfa@ion'; and muſt beg to-know 
+ what children Sir Henry Oſmond had? 

„Two ſons, and a- daughter, Sir.“ 
85 Wa che daughter never married, 
i 8 Madam, 
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©: Madam, to the name of Prado? Not 


« that ever I heard of, Sir: her huſband's 


* name was Campri ; and ſhe has paſſed 


sher life in foreign parts, and has not 
et been in England ſince her father's death: 


<« and I never heard of the young woman 


« who has made ſuch a ſtir about my ſon, 
till within theſe few days, nor ever ſet 
< eyes on her till this morning, when 1 
« had ſufficient provocation to turn her 
& out of my ſon's houſe, which ſhe had 
e taken poſſeſſion of; and ſhe is, by all 
accounts, one of the drabs he keeps.“ 
© And is this all the intelligence you 
can give me, Madam?” Tes, Sir; if I 


« were put to my oath, I know no more 


of her and her family than the child 
c unborn; tho' I can affirm, neither Sir 


« Henry, nor myſelf, hadever a relation of 


her name.” The doctor begged her lady- 
ſhip to excuſe the trouble of this viſit, | 
and departed. — On his return to the 
Farl's, he acquainted Miſs Prado with 
the information he had obtained from the 


agent; then took Mrs. Orrice aſide, and 


-related what had paſſed between Lady 


Oſmond 
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: Oſmond and him. Indeed, Sir,” faid 
ſhe, ©* I do not know what to think of 
% Miſs Prado: for whilſt you were gone, 
% aſked her, what her grand- mamma 


« could mean by calling her an impoſtor ? 


« She anſwered,” Lady Oſmond might 
think me ſo, as ſhe is ignorant of the 
relation between us. But pray, Mrs. 


+ Orrice, has Mr. Oſmond made any diſ- 
* covery concerning me ?'—* There is, I 


of fear,” returned the doctor, © ſomething 


„ wrong in her conduct; and yet I am 


_ < Joth to believe ſo modeſt.an aſpect, and 
« ſuch exterior tokens of a good heart, 


«© ſhould inmaſk vice and hypocr iy. 1 


muſt have my query too: let us join her.“ 
80 ſaying, they returned to the room, 


where they. had left her with Mrs. Maſter- 


| fon, who: told the doctor, that his lord- 
| ſhip.had left orders for the coach to be 


ready at any hour he pleaſ:d to appoint. 
Upon which he fixed five in the evening; 


and whilſt ſhe went to inform the ſer- 


vants, he took the opportunity of her ab- 
ſence to aſk Miſs Prado, whether ſhe 


derived her affinity to Mr. Oſmond from 


wy 


her 
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her father or her mother? She, not ſu- 


ſpecting the drift of the queſtion, an- 


ſwered, From my father, Sir. Lady 


« Oſmond then had him by a former 


„ huſband, Madam.” —* No, Sir; but Mr. 
< Oſmond and my father are brothers. 


Well, Miſs Prado, purſued he (pro- 
nouncing the name with an emphaſis), 


% you have, doubtleſs, your reaſons for 
< this reſerve, and may think me imper- 


„ tinently curious: I will therefore drop 
« this ſubject.” She, apprehenſive; from 


1.Ge manner in which theſe words were de- 
livered, that he was offended, could not 
reſtrain her tears, which flowed when ſhe 


N ] am perſuaded, good Sir, that 


your motives are laudable, and nierit 
an unreſerved return; but your inqui- 


< ries reduce me to the difagreeable di- 


lemma of infringing the demande of 
my Parent, or appearing ungrateful to 


£ you; either of which would give me 


extreme compunction; for 1. have 2 
i < grateful ſenſe of my obligations both to 
you and Mrs. Orrice, and ſhould be 
— to forfeit your eſteem. If ever 


am 


. 
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Jam ſo happy to be reſtored to my 
kind guardian, I will deſire her to ex- 
„ plain what I am not at liberty to do, 
Xx « without conſulting her: in the mean 
„ time, I muſt intreat you to judge fa- 
2 <« yourably of my ſilence.“ The appear- 
2 ance of Mrs. Maſterſon, and dinner, pre- 
2 vented her from adding more. At the 
hour appointed, they ſet out in the 
coach; and the doctor carried on an 
2 agreeable converſation on general topics, 
till they arrived at a neat compact houſe, 
where they alighted, and were met in 
the hall by an old gentlewoman; ro whom 
the doctor, preſenting his gueſt, ſaid, © 1 
4 * muft beg, Mrs. Curtis, you would give 
e orders for the accommodation of theſe 
2 © ſtrangers; one of them is that niece, 
7 © whole loſs you have frequently heard 
me lament,” —< Tho' my eyes are bad, 
Sir, l ſhe, I think I diſcern a 
2 © reſemblance of your fiſter's face in this 
lady's; looking at Mrs. Orrice.— Vou 
have pitched upon the right perſon, 
Madam. My dear Jem,“ taking his 
niece's hand, and leading her up to Mrs. 
Vo e Curtis, 
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Curtis, This good friend had a ſincere * 
ce regard for your mother, and will, [ 1 
dare ſay, reſpect you. She is ſo kind 

to take the care of my little family 3 
. upon her; and you will find, in her ex- 
* emplary conduct, and improving con- 4 
« yerſation, that a ſteady piety is the ſe 
* cureſt ſhield againſt the keen arrows of 
<6 adverſity.” '—< You muſt, Madam,” re- 

turned Mrs. Curtis, e impute theſe kind 
<< expreſſions of the beſt of human beings, Y 
to the clearneſs of his good heart re- 
o flecting its own, virtues on thoſe it com- # 
<< paſſionates, rather than to any deſert of 
<< mine. I truly rejoice to find you liv- 
85 8. after the many reports ſpread of 
your deceaſe; and am impatient to 

« know how ſuch a rumour came to be 
4 propagated. But here is another lady, 
«to whom I would pay my reſpects.” — 
This lady is a ward of Lady Foſter's,” 
ſaid the doctor, whom my niece at pre. 
<« ſent attends.” Mrs. Orrice, perceiving 
ſhe looked extremely dejected, and was 
ſcarce able to return Mrs. Curtis's ſaluta- 

_ tion, * to her retiring, and en- 
deavouring 
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deavouring to repoſe herſelf till ſupper. 


This propoſal was accepted with thanks, 


and ſhe was conducted into a bed-cham- 


ber, and left to compoſe herſelf. Mrs. 
Curtis being ſoon after called away by 
domeſtic affairs, Mrs, Orrice again aſked 
the doctor's ſentiments of the lady above- 


„ ſtairs: © I propoſe,” anſwered he, 


<« writing to Lady Foſter, and, after her 


« reply, ſhall not ſcruple to reveal them.” 


Ke think, Sir, ſhe” made an evaſive an- | 


<« {wer to our queſtions.” — She did, in- 


deed; but we will hope and think the 
<« beſt of her motives tor ſo doing and 
<«c if they ſhould prove faulty, We are 


* juſtifiable in ſuppreſſing cenſorious ſug- 


« geſtions againſt a conduct, the mean- 
< ing of which is dubious.”—* But, Sir, 
jf ſhe ſhould prove to be a bad woman, N 
* how will you a&t?”--* I ſhall endeavour, 


s by gentle remonſtrances, to convince 


her of her error, and exhort her to a 
<* reformation,” “ Sure, Sir, you would 
diſcard a woman who bears a light cha- 
© racter, the moment you were certain ſhe 
< deſeryed it.“ Suppoſe, my dear Jem, 
— . 
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Providence ſhould throw you in the 


way of an utter ſtranger, whoſe cha- 
racter was unknown to you, and who 
languiſhed under a deſperate diſeaſe, 
for which you had in your poſſeſſion an 


infallible preſcription; would it not be 
an inexcuſeable omiſſion in you to ſuffer 


the patient to be loſt, by your neglect- 
ing to communicate the remedy?“ 


I ſhould be wanting in my duty, if I did, 


Sir.“ True! it follows then, as vice 


is a malady of the ſoul, attended with 


more malignant qualities than any that 
can affect the body, we ought to be ex- 


tremely vigilant in our endeavours to 
extirpate it; which I apprehend to be 
much more eaſily and ſafely effected by 
lenient than corroſive medicines. Miſs 
Prado is very young, and may poſſibly 
have been ſeduced from the paths of 


virtue, and yet be willing to return to 


them, as appears from her rejection of 
-propofals : we ſhould. 
therefore uſe every means to ſtrengthen 
her againſt a relapſe, rather than by ſe- 
$ * r her into a ee . 


66 which 


Mr. Oſmond's 


. 


60 
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which may fix her in a criminal ſtate ;. 
and I am determined, whatever ſhall 
be the event, to perform my duty ; and, 


till ſhe abſolately declines my advice, 


ſhe ſhall not be rejected by me. But, 


my dear, you have not yet informed me 
5 how you came to be degr aded to your 
| preſent ſituation, nor what could induce 
your guardian to ſend me that falſe ac- 


count of your death,” J am ready, Sir, 


to give you the narrative of my life; 


but as Mrs. Curtis has obligingly ex- 


© prefſed a deſire of the like information, 
if you pleaſe, you ſhall-hear the detail 
in her preſence,” Upon this, the doctor 


ſent to deſire Mrs, Curtis would j join 


their company, and Mrs. Orrice proceed- 


ed to the ware, given in the ſubſequent 
chapter. 111 RE 


. CHAP: 
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Hr II 


Might confine my recital, Sir, for your 


1 own ſatisfaction, to events that have 
. within twelve years; but for 


the information of Mrs. Curtis, I muſt 
begin higher; and acquaint her, my father 
was a gentleman of no vulgar extraction, 
and, at the period I was born, reſided on 
a ſmall paternal eſtate in the north of 
England. Being an only child, I was 


treated by both parents with a partiality 
too uſual in that caſe; and their fond- 


neſs made them reluctantly follow the 
advice of other friends in fixing me at a 


boarding-ſchool in York ; where after 


paſſing ſome years, J obtained a promiſe 
of returning home at the Chriſtmas fol- 
lowing, to remain with them. The fatal 


rebellion broke out in Scotland ſome 
months preceding that time, which I was 
too young to be any-ways affected by; and 
my thoughts were engroſſed by the agree- 


able proſpect of paſſing my future days 


with my indulgent parents; to pleaſe 
whom, 
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J dem; I had employed my leiſure hours 


in working a piece of furniture, which 1 


3 had but juſt concluded, and was ſurveying 
with great ſatisfaction, my imagination 
anticipating the applauſe I ſhould receive 
at fo ſurprizing and unexpected a proof of 
my diligence; when one of the teachers 
[1 called me down-ſtairs, and told me, my 
papa was in the little parlour, and deſired 


to ſee me. This welcome intelligence 
carried me ſpeedily into that room; where 
perceiving a man very ſhabbily accoutred, 


| 4 fitting with his back to the door, leaning 


on a table in a penſive poſition, I con- 
cluded I was wrong, and ran into the en- 


try, crying, 40 Where 3 is my dear papa 55. 


This exclamation rouſed him from the 


reſverie he appeared to be in; and he fol- 


lowed and: brought me back, unbuttoned ; 


the cape of an old ſurtout, that concealed 


his countenance, pale and dejected, ſay- 


ins... ny dear child, don't you know 


me?“ Ves, my dear Sir,“ anſwered 


I, * now I do; but what is the meaning of 


this ſtrange dreſs?— How does my 


5 mamma? Are you come to fetch me 
| „ home 


- 
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% home before the holidays orf 
« mamma,” replied he, ſighing, is, I 


16 


hope, very happy: your governeſs will 


give you an account of her.“ Sure, 


6 Sir,” cried I, © you intend I ſhall be with 


her at Chriſtmas !“ My dear Jem,” 


returned he, be content with an aſſur- 
** ance, that in every action relative to 


you, I have conſulted your benefit, ever 
<« ſince Heaven bleſſed me with you; and 
do not aſk my reaſons for judging it 


« neceſſary you ſhould remain here ſome 


« time longer : your mamma would think 
„ . Here he burſt into tears 
« J am going a long journey, and the 


time of my return is uncertain: I came 


therefore to bid you farewel. I may 


« never, perhaps—” His tears now flow- 
ing ſo faſt as to obſtruft the paſſage of 
his words, alarmed me; z and I cried out, 
« What do you mean, my dear Sir, by 


« gever? you ſeem to be very ill; let me 


call Mrs, Diſcipline, and get you ſome 


«« drops and water.” He made no reply. 
but continued weeping with his arms 


round my neck. 1 ſprang from him, con- 
7287 cluding 


* 
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cluding him very ill; and was going to 
touch a bell, in order to procure him aſſiſt- 


ance, when he aroſe, and, catching my 
hand, prevented me, . ſaying, he was not 


in the leaſt indifpoſed, and his tears pro- 
ceeded from joy, at ſeeing me ſo improved; 
hoped I would retain the acquiſitions 1 
had made under Mrs. Diſcipline's tui- 


tion, and that Heaven would bleſs me, if 
we never met in this world again. Sure, 
Sir,“ ſaid I, 0 you would not continue 


<« to talk in this mournful ſtrain, if ſome- 
thing extraordinary was not the matter; 


« I fear you are not well.“ Iam in health 
< at preſent, my dear child, returned 


he; ** but you have been told, tho' you - 


% have not paſſed: years: enough 1 in the 


© certain tenure on which our lives de- 


bo. pend, and the multitude of caſualties 
eto which every individual is liable. 1 


world, to know by experience the un- 


433 


% would therefore guard you againſt ſur- 
prize, if any ſhould happen to affect 


cc 


* 


you nearly: but I find myſelf unable 


« to expatiate on this theme, which I 


CC 


< leave to your governeſs; nor can Itruſt 


F 
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© myſelf longer with you,” So ſaying, " 
he kiſſed me, and haſtily flew out of the 


houſe, leaving me in the utmoſt conſter- 
nation and anxiety, My governeſs im- 
mediately appearing, I urged her to re- 
veal the occaſion of his abrupt departure: 


when ſhe very tenderly informed me of 


the loſs I had ſuſtained in my mother, 


who died of convulſion fits two days be- 


fore; and that my father, incapable of 


ecommunicating the melancholy intelli- 
gence to me, had requeſted her to do it 
at his departure. This news affected me 


deeply; yet I wiſhed I had received it be- 
fore my papa left me, thinking I might 
have diſſuaded him from undertaking the 
journey he mentioned, leſt any accident 


ſhould befall him in it. I was ſo uneaſy 


on this account, that my governeſs diſ- 


patched a meſſenger with a letter to his 
houfe, acquainting him with my appre- 
henſions and affliction, The meſſenger 


returned with an account of my father's 
leaving his houſe the evening after my 


mother's deceaſe, and the ſervants knew. 


not whither he was gone; but e Mr. 
Frazer 
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F razer had the management of the funes 


ral, and the whole care of his affairs in his 
} abſence: This Mr. Frazer was a man of 

ſubſtance and ſubtilty, bore a plauſit le 
character, and was very intimate in our 
family from my birth: he wrote both to 
Mrs. Diſcipline and me, expreſſing great 


concern for my loſs, and friendſhip to my 


father and me, I continued very low— 


ſpirited till the ſecond week in May, hav- 


ing heard nothing of my parent in al! 
that time, when Mr. Frazer came to my 

ſchool, and diſcharged my expences there, 
and took me home with him to reſide (as 
he ſaid) with my friends. I was not diſ- 
pleaſed with. this motion, but was very 
inquiſitive after my father; was he re- 
turned? and in what ſtate of health? was 


Ito keep his houſe : and many more que- 


ſtions I put to him, who made no other 
reply, than <©* You will know all, Miſs- 


{* Jem, when you get home.” Perceiv- 


ing, on our entering the village, that we 


left the road leading to our houſe, and 


| drove. towards Mr. Frazer's, I aſked him, 
if MF papa was there? “ Jem,” replied _ 


6 he; 


# 
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he, «I will be your friend, if you bes 


15 haye Proper ly; but 1 harbour no re- 


« bels.” Amazed at this reply, 1 cried, 


© Is my dear papa a rebel?“ He was,” 


| anſwered he, but i is no more. ”. Good 


5 Heaven, ſaid I, is he not living? 


5 No, v replied he. This abrupt anſwer threw 

me into a ſwoon; and when I recovered 
from it, I found myſelf in an eaſy chair, 

and Mrs. Frazer, who had deſervedly the 


character of one of the beſt of women, 


applying ſpirits t to my temples. From her 


- 1 learned, that my unhappy father, fome 


weeks preceding my mother's death, had . 
formed a deſign of joining the rebel army; 


and that ſhe, being acquainted with it, had 


uſed every perſuaſive argument to induce 
him to deſiſt from his dangerous purpoſe, 


but had found them ineffectual. The 
vexation of her mind, at his infatuation, 
had brought on thoſe fits, which ended 


her life: that my father, Who appeared 
half frantic at her death, deſerted his 


houſe, and put his deſign i in execution at 
Derby, from whence he marched into 


Scotland, and was killed at the battle of 
Culloden. 
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Culloden. This affficting intelligence ren- 
dered me too much indiſpoſed to hear 


more at that time. Next day Mr. Frazer 


heed! | 
8 


told me, that my father, before he ſet out 


on his fatal expedition, had made over to 
* him his eſtate and effects, leſt he ſhould 
be taken priſoner. He then aſked me, if 
1 was not qualified to attend upon an old 
lady of his acquaintance, who wanted a 


young perfbn. that could work at her 
needle, and read to her? So unexpected 


„ queſtion ſtartled me; and I anſwered, 


my fortune muſt be ſuch as to ſet me 
above that ſphere in life: He told me it 
would not: Four father's neceſſituus 


c circumſtances drove him into the ac- 


« tion, in which he loft his life: I am in 


Bu poſſeſſion, by a deed of gift, of all he 


% was worth; and as I know his deſire 
© was to ſecure ſomething for you, in 
* caſe of his captivity, or death, Yop ſhall 
6, have what remains after his legal debts 


are diſcharged; but that ſum will not 


« be ſufficient to ſupport you two years.“ 


I I thought,? ſaid I, my father's real 


£ 1 was three hundred pounds a year: 
15 2 Who 
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© Who is to have that? It was ſo,” 6 


returned he, but it is morgaged for its 
« full value to me, who furniſhed him 
with money, which he expended in the 
e cauſe he died in: and I am not the 
« only creditor. You | muſt therefore 
think of ſervice.” My little (I ſhould 
rather ſay my proud) heart ſwelled at 
this, and vented itſelf in a ſhower of tear; 
which ſubſiding, I deſired he would re- 
preſent my caſe to you, who was then 
abroad; and if you thought there was a 
_ neceſſity for my entering into ſuch em- 
ployment, I would endeavour to reconcile 
myſelf to it. He, ſhaking his head, ſaid, 
he would do ſo; but there was little pro- 
bability you would concern yourſelf about 
the child of parents, whoſe principles had 
diſguſted you: adding, my mother had 
diſobliged you, by conſenting to give up 
her jojnture to her huſband's diſpaktion, 
in oppoſition to your advice. I begged 
to know what he imagined would fall to 
my ſhare, after the debts were paid. He 
_ anſwered; twenty or thirty pounds, per- 
Py: but he would give me my board, 
till 
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till I heard from you; and your reply was 
to determine my fate. I impatiently ex- 
pected your letter, employing myſelf in 


all the offices of the family, which my 
"8 years permitted me to perform, without 


receiving any thanks from the maſter of 
it; but his wife, whom he treated in the 
moſt churliſh manner, was as kind as ſhe 
dared be to me, and never willingly put 

me to harder work than I had been ac- 

cuſtemed to perform. One day he came 
into the laundry, where I was, according 
to his order, ſtarching ſome linen, with a 
contracted brow, and a letter in his hand. 
—* Well,” ſaid he, your unele has at 
« [aſt vouchſafed to write, and I was not 
v9 miſtaken in my opinion of him. He 
take care of you! no, no, child; let a 
46 parſon alone for that: they may preach 
0 up charity, and what not; but I know 
© none of them who have any to be- 
„ ſtow. Here he ſays, your father's 
« crime ought to be puniſhed in ſucceed- 
ing generations; and he will not oppoſe 
< the will of heaven, who chaſtizes him in 
5 you. Makes me a W for the 
; « trouble 
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e trouble T have been at on your accounts 
cc and deſires for the future, that J would 


« give him none about your affairs.” — 


Could my good uncle Trew ſay ſuch 
| 8 unkind things?” cried I: pray let me 
< peruſe the letter; for I think, Sir, you 
© muſt be miſtaken.” —< That is, in plain 
"i Engliſh, T lie: but ſince ſuch a pert 


_ « 'chit preſumes to queſtion my veracity, 
1 ſhall waſh my hands of you, and pack 


you off next week for London.” Af- 


F fri ghted at this threat, and ſuppoſing you 
were really too much diſpleaſed to concern 
yourſelf with my affairs, and that if Mr. 


Frazer abandoned me, I ſhould be thrown 


955 deſtitute into the world, without hope of 
compaffion or relief from it (for by this 
time the occafion of my father's death was 


well known, and his former acquaintance 


grew cool to me, and many apologized 


for not receiving me into their houſes, 


; left - they ſhould be ſuſpected of 3 


tion to our eftabliſhment); thus deſerted, 


oppreſſed, and full of apprehenſive fears, | 


I thought it behoved me to keep well with 


him, whom 3 father had appointed my 


guardian, 
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guardian. After many deep-fetch'd ſighs, 
innumerable tears, and a hard ſtruggle 
with my heart, I told him, ſince ſervice 


muſt be my lot, it would be more agree- 
able to me to enter into it at a diſtance 


from that neighbourhood. He anſwered, 
in that I was perfectly in the right; and 
that he expected a ſiſter of his from Lon- 


don every day, who ſhould carry me back 


with her, and ſeek out a ſuitable: place 
for me. © But,” continued he, my wife 


a and ſhe having had a difference ſome. 
. 0 years ago, ſhe made a reſolution never 


6 to ſet her foot into this houſe; ſo we 
e muſt meet her at the poſt town, where 
« ſhe comes once in two years to ſee me.“ 


When I had finiſhed my preſent employ, 


I was informed by the ſervants, that Mrs. 


; | Frazer was gone to . viſit a ſick relation 
ſome miles off, and not expected home 


for ſome days. Next morning, my 
guardian carried me to viſit his ſiſter, 
being apprized of her arrival; who re- 
ceived me very graciouſly, and beſtowed 


ſo many; encomiums on my. perſon, and 


treated 1 me with ſuch affability and ten- 
der neſs, 
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derneſs, that my heart leaped with joy at 


the proſpect of paſſing my days under her 


care: For at her brother's firſt mention 
of his intentions with regard to me, ſhe 


declared ſhe would take me into her own 
family, where I ſhould be provided with 


all the neceffaries of life, and have no 
| harder employment than working at my 


_ needle, or reading to her, in her cham- 
ber. I returned to Mr, Frazer's houſe 


that night, and by his order very chear- 


fully packed up my cloaths ; and tho' it 

gave me concern to leave the place without 
having an opportunity of bidding farewell 
to his good wife; yet, as he told me that 


was impracticable, I obeyed his orders, 
and attended him the following day to 


the town where his ſiſter expected us; to 


whom, in my preſence, he delivered 
thirty guineas, which he ſaid was my full 
due ; but as I was too young to be in. 


truſted with that. ſum, ſhe was to manage 


it for me, and ſupply me with mon ey, as 
occaſion required. He gave me a guinea, 
out of his own generoſity, as he ſaid, for 


blen and She careſſed me with ſuck 


endearing, 
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2 endearing fondneſs, calling me 7 ſweet 


child, and aſſuring me, if I behaved well, 


- mould want for nothing under her roof, 


that I was ready to worſhip my guardian, 
for conſigning me to her care, and with 


thanks bad him adieu; when he put us into 
a ſtage coach, which in due time brought 


us to town, and a hackney one conveyed 
us to a large handſome houſe, where we 
were welcomed by ſeveral fine young la- 


dies; who, ſhe informed me, were her 


boarders. The fatigue of the journey 


made me incapable of remarking the 


exact number of the perſons, or the man- 


ner of the family that night ; and next 
day the old lady carried me in a coach to 
view ſeveral curioſities in the metropolis, 
and laid out ſome money in ſpruce cloaths, 
giving orders for alterations in thoſe I 
had brought with me; ſaying, I was no 
longer a child, and ſhould be habited ac- 


cording to my years. All this was very 


agreeable to me, who had juſt attained to 
my ſixteenth year; but, being little of 
ſtature, had been kept in the childiſh 


dreſs. I Paſſed that. whole day without 
eewg 
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ſeeing any of the family but herſelf, and 


one female ſervant, and lay in a cloſet, 
which had a communication with her bed- 
| chamber. I went to bed ſo weary thoſe 4 


two nights, that I had no curioſity to 


take a ſurvey of my ſmall apartment; but 


the following morning I perceived a little 


; window, and on caſting my eyes out of 


it into a ſtone yard, was extremely aſto- 


niſhed, to diſcern ſome of the fine ladies, 
our lodgers, without ſtays, and as ragged MR 


and dirty as the pooreſt wretch that aſks 
an alms, their bloom vaniſhed, and ſome 


of them as miſerable objects as imagina- 


tion can form an idea of, employed in 
waſhing white gowns and ſtockings. Their 
converfation was a mixture of ſuch exe- 


crations and ribaldry, as never before had 


reached my ears. Shocked at this ſcene, 
the meaning of which I could not com- 


prehend, I went into my miſtreſs's cham- 
ber, to telate to her what 1 had ſeen; but 
ſhe Was not there. A knocking at the 


ſtreet door, that inſtant; induced me to 


look out of her window, which was in the 


front of the houſe; but, perceiving the 
noiſe 


WB 2 
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noiſe proceeded from a milk- woman, WhO 


ſerved the family, I was withdrawing my 
head, when a loud crack of a whip made 


me once more look out, and diſcover Mr. 
Burkit, a tradeſman, who reſided 1 in the 
village from whence I came. The moment 


that he caught my eye, he beckoned me, 


pointing to the door; and by his geſtures 
made me ſenſible that he wanted to ſpeak 


with me. I flew down ſtairs, and gained 
the door at the inſtant a ſervant opened | It 
to take in the milk. She, ſeeing me be⸗ 


hind her, would have immediately ſhut it 


but Mr. Burkit ruſhed in, and puſhing 


her down, caught my hand, and drew me 


into the ſtreet, notwithſtanding the reſiſt- 


ance I made; for I ſtruggled hard to get 
from him, and he kept pulling me along, 
till we turned the corner of the ſtreet, 


where he put me into a hackney coach, 
telling me, he had reſcued me from immi- 


nent danger. I, not having the leaſt ſuſ- 


piciou, of any in that fine houſe and com- 


Pany, gave a looſe to my ſilent tears, till, 


We reached a linen-draper*s ſhop, where 
We alighted, and I was conveyed 1 into the 
houfe, 


1 
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houſe. Now Miſs Orrice,” ſaid Mr. 
Burkit, * be pleaſed to read this letter, 
« which will account for the ſtep I have 


« taken.” The contents are ſo deeply im- 
printed on my memory, that I can repeat 
them verbatim ; but will ſhew you the 

5 originals, when I can get them from Lady 

Foſter's. When I opened the cover, ad- 


dreſſed ro me, I ww _ words. 
Dear Nik Orrice, 


Am extremely ee you concealed N 
from me your intentions of leaving my 


houſe; for J ſhould have endeavoured to 4 
prevent your taking ſo dangerous a ſtep, | 
tho* I was at that time ignorant of the de- 


teſtable ſcheme, which the incloſed con- 
veyed to my knowledge by mere accident, 


at my return from my couſin Johnſon's. 
Providentially Mr. Frazer was abſent, 
and Mr. Burkit called upon me ſoon after | 
Ws found i it; who informing me he was to 
ſet out for London to-morrow, I fo far 


intruſted him with the ſecret, that you 
were decoyed from hence by a procureſs, 
who lived! in — ſtreet, and deſired him, 
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if poſſible, to get you from her. You are 
well acquainted with the goodneſs of his 


character, and, therefore, I hope will fol- 


low any advice he ſhall beſtow upon you, 


if he ſhould be able to effect your removal 
from that infamous houſe. I conjure you, 


as you regard my peace of mind, to con- 


ceal from whom you receive this intelli- 
gence, as it can do you no harm, and 
may me, if it ever reaches the ears of 
him, to whom it is my misfortune to be 
united. I ſhall impatiently wait Mr. Bur- 
kit's return with an account of your ſafe- 
ty, which would amply compenſate for 
the anxiety 5 at preſent nen the | 
heart wy 


Vacs fincere, and 
truly affectionate, friend, 


MARGARET Faazen. 


The incloſed was fo imperfe&tly ſpelt, 


+0 that with great Gilficulty I made out the 
ſenſe. 


To 
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1 Give you joy of your ſucceſs : if he 


To Simon F razer, Eſq; 


Patr Brother, 


had not been killed, you could have 


informed, and that would have been ſome- 
thing handſome in your way; but it is 


better. as it is, for now you have all, at 


leaſt you may have, if. you are not 
ſqueamiſh. As to what I mentioned in 


my laſt, to rid you of the only bar, I 
would have ſent it; but, ſince the girl is 


tolerably handſome, her life would turn = 
to better account. So I will come and 
fetch her here; for freſh faces are want- 


ing, and the town will be glad of her, 
and I will take care ſhe ſhall not be any 


more troubleſome to you. And to make 


all ſure, after ſhe has left you a week, or 


ſo, it will not be difficult for me to ſend 


you a certificate of her death —But no 


more, till we meet at the old place, 


Your loving ſiſter, — 


The 


ſubſtance. © I will willingly,” 
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The contents of theſe epiſtles ſo aſto- 
niſhed me, that I had not power to re- 
turn thanks to Mr. Burkit. Mr. Ellmore, 


into whoſe houſe he had carried me, hav- 
ing been frequently in the north upon bu- 
ſineſs, was no ſtranger to my parents: 
XZ Mr. Burkit, therefore, acquainted him with 
their unhappy end ;—the barbarity of my 


guardian, and the indigence of my cir. 


cumſtances, which he imputed to my fa- 
ther's attachment to that cauſe, in which 


every body believed he had expended his 
continued 
this good man, ** defray the expences of 
« her board, if you will permit her to 
« remain in your family, till ſhe can be 
« fixed in ſore way to get her bread; and 


as ſhe is rather too young for a ſervice, 


„ would, if ſhe approves it, bind her 
ce apprentice to a ſempſtreſs. I have ten 
* guineas, which a friend of her's gave 
« me for her uſe; and if that ſum is * 
“ ſufficient, will "tradily advance more.” 
Dear Mr. Burkit,* cried I, © what 
friend can that be? The very ſame, 
from whom I gave you the letter juſt 
You, II, D Cm 
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„ now, anſwered he,—* 1 fear,” ſaid J. 


< ſhall never be able to repay her; but 


if you will kindly bind me to the buſi- 


© neſs you have mentioned, I will work 
© my fingers to the bone, at odd times, 
till I can ſcrape up ſomething to return 
ET for I very well know ſhe could 


not part with ſuch a ſum, without deny- 
* ing herſelf ſome neceſſaries; her huſband 
* always exacting an account of what 
money he intruſted her with. How- 
e ever ſhe procured it,” returned he, © it 


eis yours; and ſhe requires no return, 
but prudent conduct and diligence, to- 
Awards obtaining a ſupport.” Mr. Ell. 


more very kindly received me into his fa- 
mily, on conditions agreed upon between 
themſelves; and within a month I was fixed 
with a ſempſtreſs, and adviſed bythem both 


to conceal my parents unhappy fate; and if 
ever I was queſtioned about my family, to 
anſwer, my parents left leſs for my main- 
. tenance'than it required, or I expected 
from my education; and refer all ſuch en- 
quiries to Mr, Ellmore. They both ear- 


neſtly exhorted me to conceal myſelf, as 
much as poſſible, from the ſight of any 
perſon, 
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perſon, who might tranſmit a en 
43 of me to my vile guardian and his ſiſter, 
4 3 — This advice I complied punQually with, 
and always deſired to work in a backward 
| room. 1 had the ſatisfaction to pleaſe my 
XZ miſtreſs, who, at the expiration of my ap- 
prenticeſhip, took me into partnerſhip 
with her, and in that way of life I paſſed 
nine years; in all which time I never ſpent 
an hour out of her houſe, but on ſundays, 
when 1 eonſtantly dined at Mr. Ellmore's, 
and attended divine ſervice with his fami- 
T 1y.—Mr. Burkit vifited me ſeveral times 
in thoſe years. About four years ſince he 
took his leave of me for. ever, ſaying, his 
> age (for he was paſt his grand climacte- 
3 nic) and infirmities, which grew upon 
1» him, would not permit his attempting 
ir ſuch a journey, during the remainder of 
bis life, but he would ſtill be my friend: 
and, obſerving my ſedentary life diſagreed 


3 FF with my conſtitution (for 1 had then a 

bectic cough, and every ſymptom of a 
conſumption) he earneſtly adviſed me to 
ſeek out a reputable ſervice, where I might 
yon! the liberty of taking more air and 


a” D 8 exerciſe, 
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_ exerciſe, and not be obliged to ſo intenſe 
an application to my needle. I could not 
refrain from tears at the thought of this 
being the laſt interview I ſhould have with 
ſo valued a friend; and he gave me occa- 
fion to ſhed more, which were but the 
due tribute to the memory of good Mrs. 


Frazer, who, he told me, had paid the laſt 


debt to nature; and, as it was reported, 
died of a broken heart. At his departure 
he preſented me with five guineas, and 
advice, worth five thouſand, to guard me 
againſt the ſnares of the deſigning world. 
1 had long found my way of life prejudi- 
cial to my health, but was unwilling to 
ſeparate from my partner. However, Mr. 
Burkit's opinion had ſuch weight with me, 
that I now mentioned it to her; and ſhe, 
hearing Lady Foſter, for whom ſhe had 
worked many years, wanted a ſervant at 
that time-to attend upon her perſon, re- 
commended me to her. Her Ladyſhip 
accepted me, from her report of my cha- 
racter, corroborated by Mr. Ellmore's. 
I have lived with her ever ſince; and, from 
the recital of my misfortunes, finding I 
4 8 
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had been in more proſperous circum- 
ſtances, ſhe has treated me with the lenity 
and indulgence of a friend, rather than as 
a menial attendant.—** My dear,” ſaid 
the doctor, © when you were ſo happily 
* ſettled with her, I am ſurpriſed you did 
« not find means to inform me of it. You 
« had heard of the noble family to whoin 
« I was attached; and, by an application 
to any part of it, could have procured 
« my addrefs.” —* Alas! Sir, that unkind 
letter my ain received from you, 
« deterred. me from ſeeking you; and I 


0 avoided making any mention of you to 


. my lady, fearing ſhe might apprehend 
x ſome flagrant enormity in my conduct had 
induced you to deſert me,'—* I never 

did deſert you, my dear niece; nor did 
3 « | write any ſuch letter to your guardian, 
& or receive any from him, till Novem- 
10 ber, 1746, at Rome, in which he related 
the manner of your parents death, and 
1 gave a formal account of yours, which, 
& he faid, happened on the tenth of Au- 
6 ouſt, at London, whither you went to 
« ' relide with his ſiſter, whom he men- 
cs D 11 e tioned 


* . 
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« tioned by name, and incloſed certifi- 
** cates of deceaſe, figned by the phyſician 


and ſurgeon who attended you, and 
declared all poſſible means had been 
.* uſed for your recovery; together m_— * 


copy of the deed your father had give 


him, by which he made over his . 0 
_ * ſtate real and perſonal, in truſt to him, 
for you: when you came of age, you 


« were then to pay him an annuity of fifty 
pounds a year, during his life; but, in 


caſe you died in your minority, the 
Whole eſtate was to be his and his heirs 

4 for ever. I had not the leaſt ſuſpicion 
of any fraud in the affair; yet I wrote to 
the phyſician and ſurgeon, who had 
ſigned the certificate, and received for 
«4 anſwer, that the former was dead, and 


« the latter gone abroad with our forces. 


« Since my return I ſought the fiſter of 
„ Frazer, Who is gone to render an ac- 
«* count of her ]-ſpent life; conſequently 
could gain no intelligence from 

« thence; but, from the vile chatacter 
_ ** the bore, I was rather inclined to re- 
Mm + oice you were ſo ſoon releaſed from her 


. power, 
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« power, than to lament your untimely 


end. Now, my dear, all proper mea- 
+ ſures ſhall be purſued to procure you 


« juſtice, and, if poſſible, inſtate you in 
your right, which will ſet you in your 


ce proper ſtation; but it we ſhould not 


© be able to accompliſh that, my fortune 
* is ſufficient to ſupport you and me in an 


* eaſy manner during my life, and to ſet 
« you. above want at my deceaſe; and I 


doubt not but your good Lady will rea- 
« dily conſent to your leaving her ſervice, 


et far a reſidence with me. I will write to 


« her to-morrow.” —* You are very kind, 
Sir,“ ſaid the niece; and, if you pleaſe, 
I ſhould be glad you would inform her 
© ladyſhip, that I am ready to attend 
© her, till ſhe can fix upon a ſuitable per- 
© fon to ſucceed to my place. Supper 
_ appearing, Miſs Prado was ſummoned; and 


the doctor acquainting her with his inten- 

tions of writing into Kent, they ſeparated | 
for that night, in which ſhe and Mrs. Or- 
rice enjoyed a repoſe unknown to them 


before, ever ſince they left The Willows. | 
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CHAP. Iv. 


N the Tueſday, Doctor Trew and 
' Miſs Prado dif] PR theſe letters. 5 


T 0 Lady Foſter. OL — 
= 8 e uſonage, 9 
1 _Madam, J 000 NTT - = 
HE occaſion of this epiſtle will, 7 
hope, plead my excuſe for intro- 
= Fe. iy myſelf to your acquaintance; 
f ſuce it is to inform your ladyſhip of 
I ' Miſs Prado's and my niece's deliverance 
from a vile attempt to ſeduce them from 1 
your protection, if their intelligence is 3 
B authentic, They are now under my care, 
=... was would willingly do any thing in my © 
power towards pr otecting your ward from 
forther violence, and reſtoring her to F 
you, whenever you pleaſe to require her 
return. In the mean time, it would be 
doing me great honour, if you would fo 
far conbde in me, as to communicate 
what has come to your knowledge in re- 1 
lation to her family; the reſerve whick 
ſhe obſerves 1 in that reſpect, having given 
riſe 


* 3 
| 
3 
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riſe to conjectures prejudicial to her vera- 
city. Was there not an abſolute neceſlity 


for ſpeedily clearing up this point, I 


ſhould apologize for ſo abrupt a requeſt; 


but, as I hope my character, which is 
eaſy to be enquired into, can afford no 
ſuſpicion of a ſiniſter view in making it; 
ſo, I aſſure you, Madam, my ſole intent 
is to be able to refute cenſure, and reſcue 
innocence from the aſperſion of guilt. 
My niece, who is writing, will give you 


the particulars of our accidental meeting; 
and with the utmoſt gratitude for the kind 
treatment you honoured her with, during 


her attendance on you, I muſt deſire, 


when you can procure a proper perſon to 


ſucceed her, you will permit me to take 
her into my family, and place her in that 


ftate of life from which ſhe has been un- 
juſtly thrown, and you will confer a laſting 
pg. upon, ” 
F Madam, 
Your Ladyſhip's | 
2 moſt gratefül, 
3 and obedient n 
N Joun TREw, Z 
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To Lady Velen, . ; 
—Parſonage, 
i June 7, 1757. 

a IME will not permit me, my nas 45 
lady, to give a circumſtantial detail 
of all that has befallen me, fince I was . 

decoyed from you by the vileſt of man- 
kind. But, as I conjecture, Mr. Haws's 
arrival without me, and the repreſenta- 
tion he muſt make of the ſituation in 
which he found me, has alarmed you, 
I have now the ſatis faction to inform you 

of my providential eſcape from the wicked 
aſſociate of my uncle, with whom he left 
me, and am at preſent under the roof 
and protection of a worthy divine, who- 
has promiſed. to write to your ladyſhipp 
with this. Though I have experienced 
the utmoſt humanity from this gentleman, 
I can perceive that part of my ſtory, which, 
by the manner of his commencing an ac- 
quaintance with me, could not be con- 
cealed from him, has raiſed ſcruples in 
his mind, which I muſt beg you to ſolve, 
by an explicit account of my birth and 
family. 
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family. 1 am certain, if my dear father, 


who was ever an enemy to deceit, could 


have ſaipacied the NEC of that he 


"+ 4 os} 


hw ſuffered any ae ae Fer. mi ight 
have ariſen from ſtrictly adhering to- 


truth; the leaſt deviation from which, 


though with no illaudable view, I am * 
tally convinced, is ſure to draw down an 


adequate degree of chaſtiſement. I have 


ſuffered not only from that miſtake of his, 
but from an imprudent reſerve, in regard 
to your ladyſhip, whom I ought to have 


acquainted with my uncle's converſation, 
whilft you were ſleeping, at the ian where 


we dined en our Kentiſh journey: not 
that it could have conveyed: any ſuſpicion 
of his villainous deſign; but, as the ten- 


dency of it was to leſſen my regard for 
you, who were my beſt friend, I am con- 


vinced it was my duty to have related it 
to you. The manner in which replied to 


his diſeourſe, and thie offence it gave me, 


could afford him no- hopes of ſucceſs in 


ſuch an attempt: and he appeared fo ſen- 


11 e ard for what he had ſaid, and 


* RO 
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aſſured me they were not his own ſenti- 
ments, but thoſe of others he had met 
with, that I, after mentioning them in a 
letter to my father, thought no more of 
the matter; but I ſhall for the future. 
ſuſpect the heart of that man to be faulty, 
which can dictate ſentiments of that na- 
ture, and of every young perſon, who can 
be tamely inſtigated to ſwerve from the 
duty due to thoſe relations, or friends, 
whom Providence has appointed for their 
guides; who are generally endowed with 
ſuperior judgment, and always with more 
experience, than it is poſſible youth can 
have. The affliction I have endured, in 
conſequence of my error and my father's, 
haas ſome alleviation, from the reflection 


that they have been the means of reſtoring 
Mrs. Orrice to a worthy relation, who 
appears to have both the capacity and in- 


clination to place her in an independent 
happy ſituation for the remainder of her 


days: I have likewiſe the pleaſurable 
aſſurance of my dear father's ſafety, and 


that he is on his voyage. I eſteem myſelf 


no leſs indebted to Mr. Haws's good in- | 
. a 4 b tentions . 
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tentions of eſcorting me into Kent, than 


if he had executed them; ſinee the de- 


ception, which was doubtleſs put upon 
him, might have ſucceeded with a perſon 


; more acquainted with the world than he 


has been. Be pleaſed to make a tender 
of my compliments and acknowledg- 
ments to Mrs. Fofter, for the civilities 1 
received in her hoſpitable manſion, to 

which I am ready to return at an hour's 
notice from your ladyſhip: but as my 


ſpirits are much fatigued, and good doc- 


tor Trew has kindly given me an invitation 


to remain here till they are reeruited, if it 


is agreeable to you, 1 would accept his 
offer, and write daily to my deareſt guar- 
dian ; and, if ſhe will favour me with her 


advice concerning my future conduct, it 


ſhall be punctually obſerved by, 
My dear Lady, 
Tour moſt affectionate, 
and obedient ward, 
P. OsMonp. 


(For. ſo 1 defire 1 may be en for the 
future). = 


— ——By 
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1 By the return of the meſſenger, the doc- 
tor and young „ received theſe anſwers. 


ro the Reverend Doctor rev. 0 
The Willows,. 
| Reverend Sir, 61 June 9, 1757. 


1 affinity between you and my good Orrice, 


I am not fo to your name or character, | 
which afford me the ſatisfactory aſſurance, 
that my prayers for the ſafety of my dear 
charge, and your dear niece, were heard, 

| fince Providence has raiſed them up ſuch. 

a protector. There required no apology: 
for the requeſt you make; from motives 
becoming your profeſſion; and I anſwer it 

in the incloſed ſheets, which contain a de- 


tail of Sir Henry Oſmond's life, as I re- 


ceived it from his own. mouth, and which: 
I am very certain may be depended upon: 
I refer you to Miſs Oſinond (that 


as fact. 


is really my ward's name), for an ac- 

count of what has paſſed ſince her father's. 

departure; 5 in which you will find how 
her: 


Hough I have cherte remained a 
ſtranger to your perſon, and the 


7 
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der acquaintance with her uncle com- 
menced, and the conſequences of it.“ 


cannot ſufficiently expreſs my admiration. 


of your conduct to the poor young crea- 
ture, whilft under the ſuſpicion of a vile 
impoſture: it was indeed adhering ſtrictly 


to the precepts of that religion, which it 


is evident you praZiſe, as well as preach. 


May the omnipotent Being, whoſe dele- 


gate you are, continue to you the power, 
together with the will, to perform ſuch. 
meritorious acts of humanity !—T congra- 4 


tulate you on the recovery of your niece, 


whom I can venture to pronounce deſerv- 


ſituation than I could place her in: and 


ſhall ever gladly receive her as a viſitant 
for any time that is agreeable to her, but 
never more ſhall ſhe enter my family in a 
menial character. I beg therefore ſhe 


would not think of putting herſelf to any 


- inconvenience upon my account: Mrs. 


 Horton's daughter, who has ſupplied her 


place during her abſence, ſuits me very 
well, "406 Fall be continued N. 
you 


ing every mark of your eſteem, and with 
Pleaſure reſign her to a more fortunate = 


7 
4 
a 
* 


— 
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you have obligingly offered Miſs Oſmond 


an alylum in your family for the preſent, 
and that I am now in is in ſome confu- 
ſion, her continuance with you a little 
while, will be doing us both a favour; 
and J ſhall expect the pleaſure of your 

and Mrs, Orrice's Company, when ſhe re 

turns do, 2 


5 7 8 
Your greatly obliged, and 
very humble ſervant, 
Marirpa FosrER. 


5 To Mit . N | 
The Willows, June 9. 


V Our letter, my dear, gave me infinite 
ſatisfaction, and relieved me from 


the anxiety I have ſuffered ever ſince Sun- 


day; nay, I may ſay, ever ſince this day 


ſeb'ennight, when your uncle's villainous 
ſcheme was difcovered to me by an acci- 


dent, which I have not time to relate: 


Lou have anticipated what I ſhould have 


remonſtrated to you. As to Sir Henry # 


miſtake, though his meaning was inno- 


on, 1 ſhudder at the fatal conſequences | 
7 a which 


Tus BROTHERS. 65 
which that trivial deception, as it appear- 
ed, might have occaſioned. Never ſuffer 
yourſelf, my dear, to be allured by any 
temptation to ſwerve from the truth. I 
wiſh you had been leſs reſerved to me, as 
to the ſubject of the converſation you 
mention; had I been acquainted with it, 
much uneaſineſs would have been avoid- 
ed; but as you ſeem ſo ſenſible of your 
error, 1 will ſay no more of it. I beg you 
would confide in the worthy gentleman, 
who now honours you with his protection, 

to whom I have given a relation of Sir 
Henry's life to the time of his departure 
from the Grainge, and you muſt inform 
him of what has ſince paſſed. On Tueſday 
I was ſummoned to Maidſtone, upon an 
affair of ſome importance; by which aeci- 
dent I miſſed an interview with Sir John 
Emlin, who intended me the favour of a 
viſit; and the ſervants, either from igno- 
rance, or ſtupidity, never told him whi- 
ther I was gone, My abſence gave me 
no ſmall vexation ; and my fiſter added 
to it, by an apology for not inviting him 
into the houſe; ſaying, « She thought it 
e 
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a breach of decorum to grant a private 

audience to a gentleman, and a ſtranger, 
in her dreſſing- room, at ſo early an 


„ hour.“ I wiſh ſhe had been leſs cere- 


monious, as I conjectured he brought in- 

telligence of you: but from your making. 
no mention of him, 1 may be miſtaken. 

Colonel 1 has ſent a card from Ro. 
cheſter, acquainting me with his intentions 
of dining here to-morrow. I ſhall receive 
him, tho? the family is in great confuſion. 


on Miſs Jay's account, who deſired to go 


with me two miles on Tueſday morning, 
for the pleafure of walking back with her 
maid, having within theſe few days ap- 
peared very fond of that exerciſe, Hum- 
pPhry had orders to attend them, and did. 
fo, till they came near a farm- houſe, into 
which ſhe and Traverſe went, under pre- 
tence of drinking warm milk, and Hum- 
phry waited their return at the gate more 
than an hour: when he aſked a plough- 
man, who came out of the houſe, if the 
lady was not coming? The fellow replied, 
The gentlewomen that came in there 
9 did not ſtay two minutes; but went 
„ through 
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„through a- barn that led into another 
road, where a *fquire, all bedaubed 
<« with gold, and another gentleman, wait- 
c ed for them in a coach, with ſix horſes; 
© and he dared to fay, they were gota great 
* many miles by that time.” Poor Hum- 
phry, who is but flow in his motions, did 

not return with this intelligence in leſs 
than an hour after he e it. We 
have not yet been able to trace her; but, 
as ſhe will be of age to-morrow, fear ſne is 
gone to be married. How the plot was 
carried on remains a ſecret; tho” I fuſpe& 
Puller, an impertinent pickthank, who. 
haunts the family, to have a hand in it; 
for he has not been feen hereabouts ſince. 
My ſiſter is out of her wits, that fuch an 
affair ſhould happen in her family. «She 
(ſhe fays), „who never permitted x gen- 
« tleman to addrefs her even by letter, 
de without rebuking him for his temerity, 
« could never have ſuſpected any one, al- 
<« lied to her, could have been guilty of 
« ſuch an indecorum, as to run away 
« with a lover.” 1 heartily pity ber, and 
J. giddy girl's parent; cho I quite con- 
demn 
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demn their conduct with regard to her, in 
confining a young thing of her volatile 
diſpoſition, to the company ſhe ſees here, 
ever under the inſpection of my ſiſter, 
who was perpetually exclaiming againſt 
every amuſement ſhe had been accuſtom- 
ed to, and inforcing her nephew's diſ- 
agreeable ſuit. We have not ſeen him 
fince Sunday; and his father is in violent | 
wrath with me upon his account, as you 
will perceive by the polite epiſtle, which I 
incloſe for your peruſal. Notwithſtand- 
ing the uneaſineſs this fooliſh girl's beha- 
viour gives my ſiſter, ſhe is not unmind- 
ful of you, but returns your civilities, and - 

| ſhould be pleaſed to receive you again. I 
will let you know when it will be proper 
to return. In the mean time write in the 
ſame manner you uſed to Sir Heng to, 

My deareſt girl, 

| Your ſincere friend, "ang | 

_ affeCtionate humble RY : 
| M. FosTER. 


P. 8. I have ſent to Partfadas: and, 
received the lame intelligence you, -- 7 
88 did, 
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did, as to your father's departure 
from thence, Joſeph is likely to re- 


cover, and is to follow his maſter the 


firſt opportunity, 


To Lady Foſter 
_ Humbly preſent. 
Oak: Hall, June the 7th, 1757. 
Dear Siſter, my Lady, 


Could not have thought, after all the 
mourning you made for your ſpouſe, 


and all the kindneſs that you pretended to 


have for his kindred, that you would have 


gone and encouraged my fon in unduti- 


fulneſs; but I underſtand how matters 
are, from a letter that was ſent me by an 
unknown friend, as he calls himſelf. Sure, 


my lady, you had kinsfolk enough to take 
notice of, without taking a ſoldier's girl, 


that comes from the duce knows where, 
into your family, and bringing her to my 


ſiſter Foſter's, on purpoſe to make fools 
of us all. I make no queſtion, if ſne had 


not come and inveigled Nyky, that he 


would have minded my orders, and have 


been married by this time, as I bid him. 


But 


* 


———— 
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But I can tell him, if he does. not mend 


his manners, and court his couſin, the 
 Crab-tree flouriſhes. And as to the painted 
puſs that you are ſo fond of, if he keeps 
rambling up and down all over the coun- 
try after her, I hall make my will, and 
cut him off with a ſhilling: fo I deſire 
you would ſend him home. I do not care 
to write to my ſiſter Foſter, becauſe the 
ſtands ſo much upen manners; and I will 


not write to my ſon, for fear I ſhould put 
myſelf into a heat, and bring on a fit of 


5 the gout. So with my beſt love to my 
faſter, 1 remain, 


Tour loving brother, 1. 
J Haws. 


3 H A P. V. 
Miß Oſmond to Lady Foſter. 
—Parſonage, 


A þ TS morn. 12 o'clock, June 1 I 
TAN thanks, my dear lady, 


1 for your kind epiſtle, which has 
rendered me very happy. The eclairciſſe- 
ment in that to the good doctor, has en- 
5 couraged me to look him in the face, and 
converſe 
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converſe without reſerve. O my dear 
friend! what inquietude muſt a mind, 
- conſcious of guilt, feel, when mine has 
| ſuffered ſach perturbation, merely from 
the apprehenſion of being ſuſpected of it! 
I am concerned at the ſtep Miſs Jay 
has taken, and pity her relations.—-I am 
ſure I ought gratefully to acknowledge 


the goodneſs of that kind Providence, 
which, after the deprivation of one pa- 
.rent, has continued to ſubſtitute ſuch 
friendly guides to me, that it muſt be 
my own fault, if I fall into enormous er- 


-rors. The want of ſuch judicious ad- 


viſers in her early years, may have occa- 
ſioned that ſhe has committed; and I can- 
not help thinking, if her father had be- 


ſtowed that portion of care in the culti- 


vation of her diſpoſition, and the di- 
rection of each paſſion to its proper ob- 
ject, which he dedicated to the accumu- 
lation of exorbitant wealth, this misfor- 


tune would never have happened, and they 


had both been happier.—I imagine Sir 
John Emlin had ſome other reaſon than 
a you aſſign for bis viſit; for my rout 


could 
7 
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could not be known to him; and to ſay 
truth, the reſerve I obſerved to him, and 
the rejection I gave to his obliging offer 
of eſcorting me into Kent, proceeding 
from a very unfavourable report of his 
character, which J received from Mr. 
Favs, leaves me no room to ſuppoſe he 
would give himſelf any farther trouble 
about my affairs: but fince I have been 
here, Doctor Trew, who appears to have 


an univerſal acquaintance with the wor- 


thies of this nation, aſſures me his cha- 
racter is meritorious, on the ſtricteſt ſcru- 
tiny. He gave me the following inſtance 


of his juſtice and beneficence. It ſeems 


a part of his large poſſeſſions fell to him 
by an intail of ſome of his anceſtors: his 


relation, the late poſſeſſor of it, was a 
man of gaiety, addicted to all the extra- 


vagant amuſements of the age, and died 
ten thouſand pounds in debt, and his cre- 
ditors could make no legal demand upon 


the eſtate; but, Sir Jobn's equitable con- 


ſcience would not permit him, on its de- 


volving to him, to receive it on ſuch con- 


ditions: he therefore generouſly repaid 


every 
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every debt his couſi in had contralte; and 
as he left two pretty daughters in indigent 


circumſtances, educated to higher expec- 
tations, he divided the full value of the 
remainder between them, and married 
them to two gentlemen, who had long 
pretended to them, and wanted nothing 
more than that addition to their circum- 
ſtances, to continue them in the ſphere of 


life, wherein they had been accuſtomed 


to appear.— The earl of——, the doctor's 


patron, and his family, are now at his 
ſeat, within view of my window. They 


behave with an amiable affability to 
him and Mrs, Curtis, frequently calling 
in, and chatting with a freedom unuſual 
in perſons of their rank and years: for 


his lordſhip and the counteſs are both very 
young, and, as I am informed, extremely 
happy in their union. It was a match of 
inclination, I find, which is not frequently 
the caſe with quality couples: and as their 
affection ſeems founded on the permanent 
baſis of good ſenſe and good nature, there 


is a oleafing proſpect of their continuing 


amade to each other, and exemplary to the 


ö N. E world, 
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world, when that beauty, which is at pre- ; 
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ſent ſo conſpicuous, and which united 
them, ſhall be only ſeen in an agreeable 
retroſpection. This charming couple paſſ- 


ed half an hour in the doctor s garden, on 
Thurſday evening, and behaved with an 
eaſe peculiar to their characters: and 
yeſterday morning I ſaw them ride by on 

| horſeback, without any attendant ; an ex- 
erciſe my lord is particularly fond of, and 

| her ladyſhip is ſo obliging as to accom- 
pany him in all his, I may more properly 
ay their, amuſements, ſince, from all ap- 


Pearance, they have no idea of ſeparate 


ones. The doctor was tutor to this noble- 
man's father, and attended him in his vi- 
ſits to moſt of the European courts, con- 
ducting himſelf with ſuch propriety, as 
to engage the affection of his pupil, with- 


out degrading himſelf by any ſervilities 


unbecoming his funftion.—The earl was 
happily endowed with an underſtanding 


which rendered him fo ſenſible of his 


tutor's merit, that he made him his con- 
fident to the day of his death, and in- 
truſted to him the care of his heir, in the 
e097 TE 75 33 grand 
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grand tour he made, from which he has 
been but a few years returned, —Dear me! 


(as Mrs. Foſter ſays) I hear the counteſs's 


voice in the hall, and another lady's, 


Which, I think, I am not unacquainted 
with, calling out, Indeed, doctor, you 
* are very ſly; but I poſitively will ſee 


ce this ſtranger. Come, introduce me, or I 


4 ſhall ranſack the houſe.“ Don't mind 


© this giddy creature,” ſaid the counteſs; 
© has not the doctor told us, ſhe is en- 
gaged in writing? ſo we will take an- 
© other opportunity of waiting on her,'— 
% Pho, pho: the doctor, I know by his, 
« ſmiling, has only an inclination to wind. 


my curioſity to the higheſt pitch, and I 
* ſhall not humour him. I long to ſee, and 


« ſee I muſt, if ſhe anſwers the deſcription. 
e my lord gives of her. Well, if your. 
« ladyſhip, muſt ſee her,“ faid the doctor, 

« you may ranſack, if you pleaſe: I, ſuſpect 
« you.to be acquainted with every corner 
of my houſe; or how could I have 
found, on my return from town, a large 


C caniſter of the fineſt tea, in a cloſet out 


io my. Bn and a paper ſtuck into 
6 Beveridge, 


76 Tur BROTHERS. 
3 Beveridge, which lay upon the table, in 
© a fine Italian hand, declaring, it was ill © 
manners to dive into any body's private 
© thoughts /——< Well, doctor, I plead | 
E guilty, but do not puniſh me ſo ſeverely, 
« as to wee me a ſight of this wonderful 
* curioſity.—I cannot help ſmiling to 
think how the will be diſappointed 8 
I appear, as I ſhall do, upon the doctor's 
ſummons.—He taps at the ſtudy door; fo 
I muſt throw aide my papers.— — 8 
—_ Saturday Night, 1 
Jul returned 1055 paſſing a delightful . 
evening with our quality neighbours, ==; 
found, upon opening the ſtudy-deor, it was 
Lady BarbaraS—'s voice, as I conjectured. 
At fight of me, ſhe cried, Dear Miſs 
« Prado! Ilittle ſuſpected I ſhould find you 
1 * ſhut up in Doctor Trew's ſtudy, 'tho' 1 
19 have heard you were a ſtudent: 1 don't 
wonder, ſince he is engaged with ſo 
charming a pupil, that che have feen fo 
little of him lately. But Where is Lady 
«. Foſter? and how does the good old 
* Kentiſh dame?” I was ſo confuled 3 at 


eing g addreſſed by a 11 that has cauſed 
. me 
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me ſo much vexation, that I could not 
immediately reply; and the counteſs, pro- 
bably remarking the revolution in my 
complexion, and imputing it to another 
cauſe, faid, ** You muſt be miſtaken, 
„Lady Bab, in the reſemblance this lady 
bears to that you mention.“ No, 
Madam, anſwered 1, her ladyſhip is 
not miſtaken: I was called by that 
name when I had the pleaſure of ſeeing 
her laſt; the occaſion of which I muſt 
deſire my good friend the doctor to im- 
part, by communicating the laſt papers 
che received from Lady Foſter.” Upon 
this, the doctor delivered to the ladies 
the narrative you favoured him with rela- 


| ve to my family, and ſatisfied their cu 


; melee cs. to What has ſinee happened to 
me. They expreſſed themſelves much 
obliged by this mark of confidence; and 
the counteſs reiterated her civilities to me; 
declaring ſhe could not have thought ſuch 
a monſter of villainy, as my uncle, had 
exiſted. O the vile wretch!” oried Lady 
Bab; 1 have met him frequently in 
3 publick places, and always thought he 
f E. 3 8 had 
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= Beveridge, which lay upon the table, in 
aa a fine Italian hand, declaring, it was il 
© manners to dive into. any body's private 
8 \ thoughts, Mell, doctor, I plead 
< oyilty, but do not puniſh me ſo ſeverely, 
Aas to refuſe me a ſight of this wonderful 
* curiolity.”—I cannot help ſmiling to 
think how ſhe will be diſappointed when 


I appear, as I ſhall do, upon the dotor's 


ſummons. —He taps at the ſtudy door; fo 
I muſt throw aſide my papers.— —— 
Saturday Night, 11. 
Joſt returned from paſſing a delightful 
evening with our quality neighbours. = 


found, upon opening the ſtudy-door, it was 
Lady Barbara S—'s voice, as I conjectured. 


At fight of me, ſhe cried, Dear Miſs 
44 Prado! Ilittle ſuſpected I ſhould find you 
« ſhut up in Doctor Trew's ſtudy, tho? I 
have heard you were a ſtudent: I don't 
wonder, ſince he is engaged with fo 
« charming a pupil, that we have feen ſo 
little of him lately. But Where! is Lady 
«. Foſter? and how does the good old 


= Kentiſh dame! p” I was fo Cu at 


being addreſſed by a name that has cauſed 
me 
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me fo much vexation, that I could not 


immediately reply; and the counteſs, pro- 


bably rematking the revolution in my 
complexion, and imputing it to another 
cauſe, ſaid, You muſt be miſtaken, 


Lady Bab, in the reſemblance this lady 
. bears to that you mention.“ No, 
Madam, anſwered I, her ladyſſip is 


© not miſtakens I was called by that 
name when I had the pleaſure of ſeeing 
| © her laſt; the occaſion of which 1 muſt 
© defire- my good friend the doctor to im- 


the narrative you favoured him with rela- 


tive to my family, and ſatisfied their cu: 


. rieſity as; to what has ſince; happened to 
me. They expteſſed themſelves much 
obliged by this mark of confidence; and 
the counteſs reiterated her civilities to me; 


declaring, ſhe could not have thought ſuch 


a monſter of villainy, as my uncle, had 


exiſted. O the vile wreteh!ꝰ cried: Lady 


Bab; © 1 have met him frequently in 


. n places, and always thought he 
E. 3 6 had 


©he received from Lady Foſter.” Upon 
this, the doctor delivered to the ladies 
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had a libertine appearance, but did not 


„imagine he was quite a Dæmon; and 
« though I was ſhocked: at the report of 
« Damien's tortures, I think I ſhould not 


U« he ſorry if he underwent ſome of them, | 
«« —But pray where is Mrs. Orrice? for 
find ſhe attended you; and ſhe is an 


« old acquaintance of mine, for whom 1 


have a great regard, not only for her 
fidelity to her lady, but her behaviour 


in this vile affair.” —* Your: queſtion, 
Lady Bab, Kad the doctor, will ſet 
me a prating for an hour: ſhe has found 


an uncle, as well as Miſs Oſmond; and 
* thereby hangs a long tale. O, pray, 
4 let us have it, Sir;—I know Lady—— 
* longs as much as I do for a gratification 


* of her curioſity, tho? ſne does not ſay 
« ſo.” J confeſs,” ſaid the counteſs, I 


* ſhall be pleaſed to hear any detail inte- 


« reſting to the doctor.“ He then told 
them Mrs. Orrice's ſtory ; at the conclu- 


ſion of which they deſired to ſee her, and, 


with great affability, both congratulated 
her on her reſtoration to her uncle. They 
inſiſted on n the doctor and me 
5 5 home 
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home with them to dinner ; but not being 
equipped for the day, I promiſed to attend 
them in the afternoon. —The ladies and I 
were ſome time in the drawing-room by 


_ ourſelves, before his lordſhip, and a gen 
tleman viſitant, joined us: in which inter- 


val, Lady Bab was very inquiſitive after 


the family at The Willows, and much di- 
verted with the idea of Mr. Haws's in- 


forced courtſhip. When J told her of 


Miſs Jay's elopement, ſhe ſaid, can 


« gueſs with whom ſhe is gone:” and 
turning to the counteſs, © ſhe will furniſh 


«a fine topic of converſation for Lady 


„ Primly: T ſhall have her ringing 
changes in my ears on knapſacks and 


«a baggage-waggons ; ; for ſhe ſeems” to 
«think there is little difference in a mili- 
& tary ſtation between an officer and a 
« private centinel; and T have ſcarce pa- 


« tience ſometimes to hear her harangue 
upon that order,” “ J am glad,“ ſaid 


the counteſs. you have given me an op- 
* of reporting to Colonel L—' 


vour favourable opinion of the i 
a * tary.'—*+ That ſpeech,” anſwered Lady | 
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Bab z ++ does not ſeem dictated by. your 


9 uſual good nature, Madam: Colonel 
*I. — has no need of ay: information 
< to puff up his vanity.” —* Nay, now, 


hs Lady, Bab, you have made a declaration 


in his favour, I am ſure; for nothing but 
© an; .altetation-of indifference could have 
* fixed a Foil wren him, of which his 


8 Tag What appearance of a bans 
you | diſcoyered in him? except you 


9 deem his pretenſions to you- ſo.— 1 
dam not his enemy nor do 1 think. bis 


pretenſions, as you call them, any dil. 
t honour to me: but he ſeems ſo e 


ol ſucceſs, that he piques my pride; and 
I cannd bear he ſhould imagine me ſo 
 « eaſy a conqueſt, I don't recollect, hat, 


in the whole courſe of our acquaint- 
c ance, he ever made me a compliment. 
— In my apinion, ſaid che counteſs, 


c the offer of his heart was the greateſt he 
cauld make you: but I muſt not a 


< you to grow grave upon the ſubject. 


« Pray, ladies, ' ſaid I, what connec- 
<< tion have an and baggage-wag- 


6 gong. 
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© gons with Miſs Jay?” —* Why,.child!* 
returned Lady Bab, did not you know 


Mr. Craven is an enſign in a marching 


_ © regiment P—My lord, and Mr. Mor- 
timer, his. viſitant, entering the room, ge- 


neral topics of converſation enſued, in 


which Mr. Mortimer bore no inconſider- 


able fhare: he is remarkably handſome i in. 
- perſon, and polite in his addreſs; appears 
to be about thirty, has four thouſand 
pounds a year in his preſent poſſeſſion, | 


7 3 


anda large zointure of his mother 8 in : 


reverſion.” He was born of Engliſh | pa- 
rentage 7 at Verona, and has paſſed his days 
abroad till within theſe three months, 
when he attended his mother to England, 


; bed account of an 1 for which 
rol natiys air was preſcribed. His lord: 


Mr. Mortimer, the ladies, and the 
er oh being all fond of muſick, =] 


dere we had a little concert; at 
e upper 1 afliſted, 
105 d trembl ing, before ſuch 


Fs 4 


ages. Lac Bab 


This good company Propoſed. carrying, 
E, 5, me: 


played A 40l0 0 on the- 
ne and performed it to admiration, 
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me to Vauxhall, on Monday evening; I 


took Lady Bab and the doctor aſide, and- 


after acknowledging the obligation of the 
intended favour, told them my apprehen- 


ſions of ſurpriſe from ſome of my uncle's 
emiſſaries, muſt plead my excuſe for re- 


5 jecting it. The lady and doctor are both 
3 opinion that my fears are groundleſs; 
and ſay, it is improbable any attempt 


againſt me ſhould be made, under. the pro- 


tection. of ſuch company: ſo I have agreed 


to the propoſal. Doctor Trew went to 


town on Thurſday, upon Mrs. Orrice's 8 
account, and brought home with him 
yeſterday the miniſter of a. diſſenting. 


congregation, Who! is brother to the late 


Mrs. Frazer, from whom. we learn Mr., 


Frazer died ten months fince. by a piſtol 


bullet, which he directed with his own 


hand to his temple: having by will be- 
queathed his whole fortune to an illegiti- 


mate ſon, whem he had 118 in 


great extravagance, and who; at his de- 
ceaſe, offered the eſtate, formerly belong 
ing to Mr. Orrice, to ſale; but being in- 


-capable of FSG a clear title to it, he 


lad 
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had not been able to diſpoſe of it: ſo the 


doctor hopes, as this intelligencer is a 


man of undoubted probity and veracity, 


he ſhall. be able to recover it for his niece.. 


I was much pleaſed with the humanity: 
and good ſenſe this gentleman. diſcovered. 


in his converſation: my ſcanted ſcene of. 
life having never before afforded me an 


opportunity of converſing with:any one of. 
his perſuaſion, When he was gone, 1 
could not help giving my ſentiments of 
him to the doctor; who was pleaſed to - 


commend them, and inveighed againſt the 


partial prejudices ſome (otherwiſe) good 


people are apt to imbibe againſt perſons,, 


who diſſent from their opinion in religious 


tenets; adding, he had read a diſcourſe, 


preached on the occaſion of the laſt General 


Faſt, by the miniſter of a diſſenting con- 


gregation in Suffolk, which. merited. great 
applauſe.— I have begun an epiſtle to my; 


dear father, which will contain an account: 


of all that has happened to me ſince the. 


28th of laſt month. 1 


Mrs. Orrice. has this moment told me,, 


N that. Mrs. Curtis is in great affliction. at: 
E 6 ſome: 
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ſome bad news the has juſt received. I 
would wait upon her; but Mrs. Orrice 
. adviſes me not to do it to-night, as ſhe has 
expreſſed a deſire of indulging her grief 
by herſelf; —T muſt now to bed; though 


this piece of Intelligence "_ r the 


Tm 1 25 
VI deareſt Lady? 8 
Bier affectionate, ag - 
o0O0bedient ſervant, 
20 Foto; 7 e Osliohn. 


2440 0 H A Bu vi 
og 8 1 8. Oſmond to Lady Foſter, 


0105 —Parſonage, Monday 


Mya dear Lat," Morning, June 18. 
T H E inſtant J had ſealed the letter 1 
' Aiſpatthed to you by yeſterday's. 9 


poſt, 1 would have attended Mrs. Curtis; 
but was informed ſhe was fallen into a 


ſlumber, At breakfaſt I enquired the 


occafion of her affliction; and the doctor 
anſwered, ſhe had but too much cauſe for 
irs but, as had ſhowed a 4 ſurpriſing 

fortitude 


t. r 
ee eee 


385 
I + 
48 

_- 

3 8 

4 
% 
* 
8 
7 
— 

1 
S; 
S 
7 
-—_ 


| fortitude in the ſevere trials ſhe had al- 
ready experienced, he hoped it would not 
forfake her in this. On my expreſſing a 
eurioſity to know the incidents of her life, 


he very obligingly gave me the follow- 
ing account, as near as 1 can recolſect the 
Words. | $1 

% There was, his he, a great inti- 
ct macy between our families from her 


ee infancy.: her father and mine were re- 
ee preſentatives of the county in which 


0 they reſided, ſeveral ſeſſions of Parlia- 
ment: mine died firſt, and hers; in her 


* minority; appointing her a guardian, 
ho enriched himſelf at the expence of 


her peace of mind, by ſelling her to an 


extravagant libertine; for ſuch ker huſ- 
e band proved to be: and ſhe underwent 


« all the confequences of an union be- 


« tween conſummate vice and pureſt vir- 
tue, with an exterior appearance of cafe, 


and was never heard to complain of the 


behaviour of her diſſolute partner; tho” 


« the ſcenes of riot and debauchery, acted 
under his roof, obliged her to ſeclude 


2 < herſelf from her worthy acquaintance, 
, « and. 
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* and for fome years confined her intirely 
* to her, nurſery; where ſhe employed 


her melancholy hours in rearing two 


<& ſons, whom he never concerned him- 


« ſelf about, till they were of age to be 
e removed to a. ſchool; whither ; ſent 
them, rather with a view to rid himſelf 
e of their company, than for the benefit 
4 of education. Happily, they both in- 

* herited their mother's diſpoſition; and 
* ſhe continually received pleaſing ac- 
counts from their tutor of their conduct, 


& and the progreſs they made in their ſtu- 
4 dies. She remained a recluſe, ſeldom 


< ſeeing their father, but in thoſe gloomy 


te intervals, when the conſequences of his 


4 favourite follies had made him unfit 


for any other company. This way of 
« life continued ten years, when a ſtatute 


« of bankruptcy deprived him of his 


6 eſtate,. which was inſufficient to: diſ- 
charge his debts. Her guardian had 


an ample conſideration for the diſpoſal 


of that part which ſhe brought, and 


e therefore had required no formal ſettle- 
8 ment; and ſhe now. found herſelf. in- 


1 volved. 
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"i « volved. in, her huſband's fate, and 
& bore it with that tranquility, and great- 


<« neſs of mind, which ſuffering innocence 


can alone inſpire. In this exigence, he 


& applied to a younger brother of his fa- 


eher s, who being. ſettled at Iſpahan, 


& had, in a long reſidence there, acquired 


great wealth. This gentleman, as far 
„removed from approving, as he was 
from being, the character of his ne- 


Co Phew, refuſed him any relief beyond an 


e annuity for life, to keep him from the 
« ſcandal and temptation of abſolute 


« wants but engaged, if he would ſend 
« his ſons over to him, to eſtabliſh their 
6 * fortunes, | Mrs. Curtis, who would wil- 


S 14 4 


« Hy — neceſtary 1 to their oi ela 
« the ſhock. of parting with. two very 
« dutiful and hopeful. youths, the one in. 
ce his. eighteenth, the other his feventeenth, 


* year; and, tho under the preſſure of 


heart felt agonies, ſuffered them to de> 
4 part with ſeeming alacrity, leſt her 
« parting ſorrows might affect the young 
« * trayellers.. She Juſt received. a ſatis- 


Ae factory 
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4 factory account of their arrival, wen 
< her huſband was ſeized with a malig- 
E nant fever; in which ſhe attended him 
« with that tender aſſiduity which the 


might poſſibly ſucceed his recovery. 
pon tranſmitting the account of his 


« favoured with à kind letter from kim, 

* containing affutances'of his Affection to 

er her and her children, and 4 prothiſe of 
4 — her two hokidred Pocnds a 


jp of tat chat fl td Tupply her Preſen 
* occaſtons. a eile 155 ar her er 
„ ſon, which eue this, Was in 
46 dited in the moft dutiful flyle, inform- 
*ing'her of the happy fittatioh Be as 
bs policy of his bft fiber Abd 
«:thalthends, 'and place” in fuch 4 mes 
© thod ef bufineſs, as, with the btefſihg 

«of 5 muſt inevitably raiſe 115 


« beſt of men only deſerve, and the beſt 
of women only can give to the unde - 
ſerving, and ſincerely lamented His 
„ death; but more the diſappointment of 
her flattering hope, that a reformation = 


„ Jeceaſe to his uncle abroad, ſne Was 


tabled? Git Bits 1 | 
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© to.an eaſy fortune, and in a few years 
enable him to return, and paſs the re- 


<« mainder of his days under the indul- 
gent eye of his dear parent: that his 


© brother was happily put by his uncle 


e under the care of a friend of his in ne 
of the Engliſh factories in India, from 
e whence ſhe might expect to hear as 
E agreeable intelligence as from himſelf. 
A letter from her youngeſt ſon ſoon 
brought a pleaſing confirmation of this 
e news; and {have heard her declare, the 
40 joy that the peruſal of theſe letters 
« transfuſed through her mind, was ſo 
«© great, as to obliterate the remembrance 


« of all her former ſorrows.— She had 
ic lived more than two years with the 


++ happy proſpect of ſeeing her dear chi- 


« red return in affluence to their native 
de land, when Kouli Khan's rebellion in 
s Perfia, and the revolutions that ſuc- 


_ 44: c6eded in that empire, in which Hpahan ' 
i was plundered ſeveral times, and ruined 
« became the ſource of freth calamities to 
„ her; for, in that devaſtation, her uncle 


66 and * loſt their effects, and their lives 
60 ſoon 


% 


I W 


9o Taz BROTHERS. 


4 ſoon after, by endeavouring to eſcape 
« into Ruſſia in a ſhip that ſunk in the 
« paſſage. This fatal intelligence was 


5 communicated to her by a letter from 


4 her uncle's friend in India, with whom 


her ſurviving ſon was, and who gave 


« ſuch a character of him, as in ſome 
* meaſure alleviated the ſeverity of her 
grief. She had now no proſpect of pre- 


« ſerving herſelf from want, but by apply- 
ing to ſome way of buſineſs: her ceco- 


„ nomy had been ſuch, as to make a re- 
« ſerve of two hundred pounds out of 


% hat had been tranſmitted from her 
uncle; and with this ſhe ſtocked a ſhop 


in a country town, and made ſhift to get 


«an indifferent maintenance; till, about 
a year ſince, her ſtory reaching my ears, 


& I made her a viſit; in which ſhe made 
no complaint of her reduced cireumſtan- 


c ces, but of an infirmity in her eyes, which 
d rendered her attendance on her buſineſs. 


her to accept of an apartment in my 


„ houſe; and told her, if ſhe would trou- 


ble herſelf with the inſpection of my 
_< family 
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family affairs, I ſhould be orateful for 
© the favour of her company. She, with 


ee tears of gratitude, agreed to the propo- 


fal. I found myſelf very happy in her 
* converſation, and ſhe ſeemed perfectly 
* ſatisfied with her ſituation, expecting 
« very ſhortly the return of her only child. 

« Laſt Sunday evening [I ſurpriſed her in 
© tears, with a news-paper in her hand, 


« which ſhe delivered to me, pointing to 


ea paragraph that contained an account 
e of the taking Calcutta, in Bengal. I 
e yas little leſs ſhocked than the mourn- 
ful mother; and had much the like ap- 
„ prehenſions of the fate of her fon. 
However, ſince we had no poſitive aſſu- 
s rance that he had not eſcaped with 
„ many others, and there was a probabi- 


< lity that he might have been fo fortu- 


5 nate, ſhe cheriſhed that hope, and, you 
* ſaw, has behaved with great compoſure 


& ſince your arrival. But, by a letter 
c which ſhe received whilſt we were at my 


lord's laſt night, ſhe! has the fatal cer- 
«© tainty, that his life fell a ſacrifice to the 


* bardakity of the beſiegers.“ 
A med 
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1 ſhed rears of unfeigned ſorrow at the 
doctor 8 recital, and, on our return from 


church, viſited the ſufferer. She received 
me with greater tranquility than I ex- 


5 pected ; and, upon the aſſurance the doc- 
tor cave her of a decent proviſion during 


her life, ſuppoſing her ſon's effects loſt, ſhe 
2 expreſſed her gratitude in the ſtrongeſt 
terms, endeavoured to ſuppreſs the emo- 
tions of her tears, and was prevailed upon 
to eat a morſel at dinner. This morning 
the told me, it afforded her ſome conſola- 


tion to reflect on the manner of her ſon's 
death, which happened in the beginning 
of the ſiege; by which he eſcaped the cala- 


geon, or were made captives by the bruta} 
victor. Theſe reflections, which were 
doubtleſs ſuggeſted by the ſupreme Piſ- 


penſer of comfort, have ſo far m mitigated 


her affliction, as to give us hopes it 2 


have no bad effect upon her health. Her 
misfortunes ſo deeply affect my Pte 


that I wiſh to be releaſed from this day“ 8 


engagement; but the doctor ſays, it 
cannot be diſpenſed with ſo J muſt, 


tho“ 


= 
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tho' reluctantly, dreſs againſt the hour 
my lord has ee to * me to 
dinner, — 


CHAP. vn. 


Mißs Ofnond to Lady F oſter; 
In. Continuation.] 5 

Iu ueſday Morning, 1 

VEſterday's entertainment would have 

given me great pleaſyre, had not 


the e circumſtances. I left good 
Mrs. Curtis in, caſt. a damp upon my 


ſpirits, One coach carried the counteſs, 


Lady Bab, Mr. Mortimer, and. me; my, 
lord followed in his poſt-chaiſe. We found 
a vaſt deal of company at Vauxhall; and, 

to my fancy, who never ſaw any amuſe- 
ment of this nature before, it gave an idea 
of ſome delightful ſcene raiſed by en- 


chantment, that 1 have. found deſcribed. i in 
my puerile reading, and which 1 thought 


never. exiſted, but in the writer's own. imar 
gination. The artificial day at midnight, 
the triumphal arches, the glare of jewels, 


the groups of fine people, WR Aol Pte 
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dant alleys, or ſeated in alcoves, amazed 


and pleaſed, and ſeemed like ſo many 
gods and goddeſſes, and Handel's ſtatue 


appeared the genius preſiding over this 
charming reſidence: of harmony and beau- 

ty. I was ſo abſorbed in attention to the 
concert, and the pleaſing contemplation 


of the ſcenes around me, that I never re- 


marked any individual that appeared, 
till Lady Bab patted me with her fan, and 


pointed to an aukward figure of a man, 
whoſe face was then turned from our box; 


I'll lay my life,” cried ſne, you have 


40 undeſignedly made a conqueſt, child; 
“for that creature has fix d a pair of gog⸗ 


0 gle eyes upon you for theſe five mi- 


e nutes, and has already loſt half a dozen 
„ bows upon you.“ Regarding him at- 


tentively, I diſcerned my friend Haws, 
t through the diſguiſe of a full-dreſt ſuit, 
bag · wig, and ſword,” and in a whiſper 

told her ladyſhip who he was. A fit of 
laughter, which ſhe could not reſtrain at 
the information, cauſed him to face about; 


and, catching my eye, he made one of his 


beſt X bows, pulled down a pair of laced 


ruffles, 


ä — — 
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ruffles, and, caſting his eyes on the reſt of 


his finery, gave me a ſmile, or rather a 


| grin, making a motion towards approach- 
ing me; which my company deſiring me 


to encourage, I beckoned him, and he 


entered the box, telling me, © he was glad 
to ſee me with all his heart; and hoped 
was recovered from the fright my 
_ * Kinſman put me into.” I expreſſed ſur- 


prize at meeting him there, and at the 


5 metamorphoſis in his habit. Why, 
% Miſs,” returned he, % have given my 


« father his head long enough; I no- 
* purpoſe to be my own man. He uſed 


«to talk of diſinheriting me, whenever 1 
4 croſſed him ever fo little : but now J] 


&« underſtand from Mr. Scrivener, that he 


cannot for his life and ſoul hinder me 
s from the eſtate, which is intailed ; and, 


„ moreover, by my mother's marriage 


1 ſettlement, I was to have four hundred 


« pounds a year at my own diſpoſal, 


hen I ſhould be twenty-one years cf 
es age; and here am I ſix-and-twenty, 
and the duce a bit have I received 
more chan ten guineas at a time for 
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* pocket money: ſo I am ft upon 
* taking a little recreation; and a friend, 
that I came acquainted with laſt week, 
„ has been fo kind as to lend me ſome 
* money at the rate of twenty per cent, 
(as he calls it), which I am to pay him, 

< when I get the arrears that my father 

e owes me: and as to my dreſs, I am 
got into other-guiſe company than cou- 
«fin Deb.” He told me he was to go 
to ſee Windſor Caſtle this morning; and 

T invited him to the doctor's on his Way. 

When he left me to follow his compa- 
nuions, which, from the little knowledge 
he had of the town, I Was apprehenſixe 
might not be of the beſt repute, we ob- 
ſerved, whenever we ſaw him, he was, in 
Lis way, gallanting a very ſmart young 
woman, attended by a young fellow, 
whom, from the. diſpoſition of his. hair, 
and an overſtrained affectation of genti- 
ity, Mr. Mortimer pronounced a peruke- 
maker, and was not miſtaken in his con- 
jecture. The young woman was known 
by the ladies, to be an aꝑprentice to their 
millinen.—1 am now quite convinced, my 
dear 
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dear lady, that nothing relative to me in- 


duced Sir John Emlin to viſit you: for 
he paſſed us ſeveral times in the walks, 


and more than once our box, with great 
ſtiffneſs in his air, and gravity of coun- 


tenance, giving us only the honour of his 


hat; and tho Lady Bab made ſeveral mo- 


tions for him to join our company, he 
either never ſaw them, or diſregarded them. 
I was a little vexed, as 1 imagined this 


behaviour proceeded from his reſentment 


of mine: but Lady Bab accounted for it, 


by ſaying, I fancy Sir John is afraid 


of joining us, left J ſhould rally him on 


e the loſs of his heart. Nay,” ſaid my 


lord, if he is confeious of having given 


E 


_ © occaſion for the exertion of your talent 
© that way, I cannot blame him. But, 


« pray, is the fair lady, who has made fo 
conſiderable a conqueſt (for-I am certain 
his heart was no cal one), of our a ac- 


8 clearits DA Har Lady Bab; « for 


« you men creatures have unaccountable 


« whims. By what L hear, Sir John was 


© yanquiſhed by a flight acquaintance 
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with a pretty girl, of inferior rank, 
„ whom zhe: picked up no-body knaws : 
where, and whom it is very improper #2 
he ſhould have any farther connection 
< with.” —* Pray, cried my lord, whence 
is this intelligence derived? for to me, 
© who know Sir John's general character, 
it appears very abſurd,*—** You will be 
4 convinced it is ahead. my lord, 
« when I aſſure you I received it from 
one of his privy council.“ —* And of 
yours too; thank you for the diſcovery, 
Lady Bab: I ever wiſhed an intimate 
28 9933 between you and the co- . | 
lonel, and am glad to find affairs are in 
© ſo proſperous a way for him.'—* Was 
ever ſo ill-natured an implication ! ” 
aid ſhe: © becauſe you have artfully 
% drawn a confeſſion from me, of re- 
e ceiving a letter from the man, does 
it ee follow, that he is a favou- 
* rite ??. No, not in the leaſt, Madam,“ 
anſwered he, ſmiling; * no more than that 
© the lady, to whom he lately addreſſed a 
« panegyric in verſe, is a favourite of his.” 
— There you arc miſtaken, my lord, 
” E 34 0 0 Gried 
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cried ſhe, wih an air of exulration : © I. 


« never ſaw any of his poetical ſtuff.” — 


I did not ſuppoſe you did ſee the piece I 
mention; as think it improbable your 


© ladyſhip ſhould be her confidante.” This 


reply apparently diſconcerted her ; ſhe co- 


loured, counted the ſticks of her fan, and 


ſaid, Pſha! can't we find a more agree- 
able topic ?—Ir is violently hot, cooped 


up here; let us move towards the or- 


« cheſtra,” —* Guilty, upon my honour,? 


cried my lord, clapping his right hand to 


his breaſt : © I always threatened you, Lady 


Bab, for what you formerly made me 


ſuffer by your raillery, and now the time 


of retribution is come; let us have no 
© more affected airs of indifference. 
« Come, my lord,” ſaid the EY] 
e you carry the jeſt too far; we ſhall not 
have Lady Bab in ſpirits the whole 
evening: confeſs now, was not this 
uſt * imaginary; panegyric a fiction of yours?” 

—* Why ſhould your lady ſhip ſuppoſe 
ſo ' (aid Lady Bab: tho' I think my 
* lord might * told us to whom it was 
«3 addreſſed: not that it is any concern of 
e F 2 5 mine, 
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mine, but one may very innocently 


have a curioſity in that particular.'— 


<« [underſtand you, Lady Bab,” anſwered 
my lord: © Aud is there then no miſtreſs 


ein the wood? Is not that the queſtion ? 
£6 


—Well, to ſpare your fan, I will own 


„ had ſo much malice as to lay this 
plot againſt your affectation; and ſince 

„ I am now convinced the affair i is nota a 
matter of indifference to you, aſſure 2 
you, I know no lady who has any ſhare 
in Colonel L——'s heart but your la- 
« dyſhip. Now, if you pleaſe, we will 
& walk to the muſic.” She made no reply, 
and we all quitted the box; and being 
Joined by many gentlemen and ladies of 
their acquaintance, no particular converſa- 


tion enſued. Mr. Haus is arrived. 
Tueſday, 10 at night. 


During Mr. Haws's viſit, which was 
but ſhort, Doctor Trew aſked him, how 
Mr. Scrivener imparted the information, 


concerning the entail of his father's eſtate, 
and his right to that part at preſent, which 


| he had mentioned. He anſwered, Mr, 


Scrivener, having no ſuſpicion of his ig- 
noranc 
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norance in thoſe points, mentioned them 


in the courſe of his converſation. The 


doctor adviſed a ſpeedy return to his fa- 
ther, whom, in'as mild terms as poſſible, 


he ſhould acquaint with his knowlege of 
theſe affairs, and not aſſume too much 
upon it: he ſaid he would do ſo, when he 
had ſettled ſome buſineſs in London. The 
appearance of Mr. Mortimer, who came 
to bring me the notes of a ſong I heard 


laſt night, haſtened his departure. There 
chanced to be lying on a table the mi- 
niature picture of my grand- mamma, which 
J had been ſhewing the doctor, and which 
attracted Mr. Mortimer's notice; who 


viewing it attentively, ſaid it was an 


exact reſemblance of a piece in his mo- 
ther's poſſeſſion, which was drawn for her 
mother; and he had more than once been 
going to aſk if I was at all allied to Lady 
Catherine Oſmond. My reply to this 
query occaſioned a diſcovery, that is very 
agreeable to me: Mrs. Mortimer proves 
to be the ſiſter, whoſe abſence my father 
has ſo long regretted, The account 1 
have from her ſon is, that after her huſ- 
FZ band's. 
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band's deceaſe, ſhe left Florence, and 
taking a tour about Italy, with a family 
of condition, ſhe ſettled at Turin, where 
| ſhe became acquainted with Mr. Mortimer, 


and married him; whoſe health requiring 


frequent change of air, they ſeldom reſided 
more than a year at a place; yet, in this 
fluctuating life, ſhe had heard of her fa- 


ther's ſecond marriage, his death, and of 


her brother's leaving England, without 
being able to obtain farther intelligence 


of him. I have furniſhed him with a 


ſufficient ſtock, which he is to communi- 


cate to her to-morrow ; for ſhe is in toyn, 
under the care of a famous phyſician.— 


I am very happy in the acquaintance of ſo 


worthy a relation ; for, indeed, Mr. Mor- 


timer is the reverſe of my libertine uncle. 
He tells me, he left Sir John Emlin at 


the earl's, engaged in a tete A tete confe- 
rence with Lady Bab. Our quality friends, 
who viſited here this afternoon, congra- 
tulated Mr. Mortimer and me on the diſ- 
covery the picture produced; and Lady 
Bab raiſed a bluſh in both our faces, by 


laying, lt is fortunate the affinity is not 
— within 
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within a forbidden degree.” Her lady- 
* ſhip, ſeparating me from the reſt of the 
company in our evening walk, imparted _ 
dhe occaſion of Sir John Emlin's morning 
viſit, which was to enquire after me and 
my family, being much ſurpriſed at ſeeing 
me with her laſt night. After teizing him 

a little, ſhe ſays, ſhe ſolved the enigma, as 
ſhe calls it, of my identity. She raillied 
me with great good humour on the ſuppoſed 
conqueſt of my couſin Mortimer's heart, 
* who, ſhe ſaid, had made me the topic of 
his converſation, from the day he firſt ſaw 
me. I anſwered, his good opinion would 
do me honour; but was too conſcious of 
my own indeſert, and the diſparity of our 

> fortunes, to harbour ſuch a thought. You | 
are a good girl,” anſwered ſhe, * and 
* have a becoming diffidence of your- 
« ſelf; but, ſeriouſly, I believe I am not 
«© miſtaken in my conjectures concerning. 
the ſtate of his heart: yet, as you ſeem 
< fo little affected with it, I will venture 
to ſay, tho' your aunt dotes upon her 
heir, and will no doubt be fond of you 
as her niece, ſhe is ſo bigotted a catho. 
E-4.- © highs 
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« lick, that her religion will ſuggeſt ob- 


„ ſtacles to her ſon's union with an here- 


« tic.” The earl and counteſs have both 
taken an opportunity of divulging their 
ſentiments of Mr, Mortimer's inclinations» 
and I perceive they correſpond with Lady 
Bab's.—I am ſorry that they entertain 
ſuch a notion; as it will lay a reſtraint on 
my converſation with him, which has hi- 
therto been eaſy and unreſerved: not that 
I give into their opinion in this point; on 
the contrary, I think it ridiculous for a 
woman to conceive ſuch an one of any 
perſon, till he has made a poſitive decla- 


ration of ſuch ſentiments; but that is 
not the caſe with regard to Mr. Morti- 


mer; he is civil, and gives me reaſon to 


think my company is agreeable to him, 
and I own his is ſo to me; but, that either 


of us ſhould ſuppoſe a union for life muſt 
be the neceſſary conſequence of our ac- 
quaintance, appears to me quite abſurd, 


The ladies were ſo kind as to paſs half an 
hour. in Mrs, Curtis's chamber, whoſe ex- 


emplary fortitude excites their admiration, 


; "and 


%* 

2 a 
ä 

£ 2 8 N 1 Re” 
: S *$5 
WF. * 4 Sy "RD 
ooo i Se OS wo. 
ao Ss e 


TAT BRO THE RS. 05 
and will, 1 hope, afford a leſſon, if ever E 


ſhould meet with any grievous trial, to 


| Your Ladyſhip's 
Moſt affectionate, and 
obedient humble b 
PHOBE OSMOND. 


CHAP: vll. 
| Lady Foſter, To Miſs Oſmond. 


The Willows, 

June 14. 
FOUR letter of N my dear 
young friend, afforded me great en- 
tertainment; and I rejoice at the acquain- 


tance you have commenced with a noble 
family, to whoſe uncommon merit you 


could not have been a ſtranger, had you 


not been ſo to the nation in general. — 
Do not be too opinionated of your own. 


conjectures for the future, ſince mine con- 


cerning Sir John Emlin's intentions: were 
better grounded, as I learn from Colonel 
I.; and I have rectified ſome mil- 


takes, which that gentleman had been 
F5 led. 
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„lick, that her religion will ſuggeſt ob- 
ſtacles to her ſon's union with an here- 
* tic.” The earl and counteſs have both 
taken an opportunity of divulging their 
tentiments of Mr, Mortimer's inclinations» 
and I perceive they correſpond with Lady 
Bab's.—I am ſorry that they entertain 
ſuch a notion; as it will lay a reſtraint on 
my converſation with him, which has hi- 
therto been eaſy and unreſerved: not that 
I give into their opinion in this point; on 
the contrary, I think it ridiculous for a 
woman to conceive ſuch an one of any 
perſon, till he has made a poſitive decla- 
ration of ſuch ſentiments; but that is 
not the caſe with regard to Mr. Morti- 
mer; he is civil, and gives me reaſon to 
think my company is agreeable to him, 


and I own his is ſo to me; but, that either 


of us ſhould ſuppoſe a union for life muſt 


be the neceſſary conſequence of our ac- 


quaintance, appears to me quite abſurd, 
The ladies were ſo kind as to paſs half an 


hour in Mrs. Curtis's chamber, whoſe ex- 
emplary fortitude excites their admiration, 
e Md 
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and will, I hope, afford a leſſon, if ever E 
ſhould meet with any grievous trial, to 
Your Ladyſhip's _ 
Moſt affectionate, and 
obedient humble ſervant, 
PHO2BE OSMOND. | 


CHAP: VIII. 
Lady Foſter, To Miſs Oſmond. 
The Willows, 
June 14. 
FOUR letter of Saturday, my dear 
young friend, afforded me great en- 


tertainment; and I rejoice at the acquain- 
tance you have commenced with a noble 


family, to whoſe uncommon merit you 
could not have been a ſtranger, had you. 


not been ſo to the nation in general. 
Do not be too opinionated of your own 
conjectures for the future, ſince mine con- 


cerning Sir John Emlin's intentions: were 


better grounded, as I learn from Colonel 


I.; and I have rectified ſome mil- 


takes, which that gentleman had been 
F 5 led 


106 Tur BROTHERS. 


led into about you.—Lady Bab has a 
generous and good heart, though a hu- 
mourous one, and I know none fo proper 


to match i it as the colonel's, which ſeems 


to be the counterpart; and neither of them, 


in my opinion, would be loſers by an ex- 
change. It gives me pleaſure to find her 


inadvertently diſcovering a ſenſibility of 


his merit, as the alliance would do ho- 
nour to them both, and be highly pleaſing 


to their families. In return to the anec- 
dote you favoured me with, relative to 


"Sit youre Emlin, I will inſert one of Colo- 
nel L 
younger brother: of whom he was ſo ex-- 
| cefſlively fond, as many times to part with 


. His father had a profuſe 


large ſums to repair his fortune, which 
he as many times ſquandered in diſſolute 
fociety, and every ſpecies of extravagance. 
Finding it therefore impoſſible to ſupport 


him in the gay world, without injuring 
his own family, he fixed him at one of 


his country ſeats, where he paſſed his days 


in calling over his brother's hounds, and 


plaguing his tenants. Some years fince, 
the colonel, on leave of ablence from the 
_ regiment, 


THE BROTHERS. 107 


regiment, in which he was then a captain, 
went to this ſeat in order to paſs the hunt- 
ing ſeaſon; where his uncle's brutal beha- 
viour, and riotous companions, ſo diſ- 
guſted him, that he changed his deſign, 
and came up to town to his father, then. 
attending parliament, to whom he made 
a proper repreſentation of the ill conſe- 
quences of ſuch damages to his eſtate and 
houſe, perverſion of his farmers, and ſcan - 
dal to the whole neighbourhood. Upon 
this repreſentation, the old gentleman re-- 
called him, and kept him under great. 
reſtraint in his own family; a ſtep which 
| fo offended the uncle, that he refolved to 
de revenged of the author, and he became 
4 his nephew's implacable enemy from thar 
time: and having an head as fertile of 
miſchief, as his heart was of wickedneſs, 
gained his point ſo far, that by ſpreading 
malicious reports of him in his abſence, and. 
„ getting them by various engines conveyed 
| to his fathef's - ears, an open breach be- 
teen him and his ſon ſucceeded; and the 
former, when an opportunity of promo- 
tion was offered the colonel, refuſed to 


A | F6 advance 
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advance any ſum towards the purchaſe. 


The colonel], at his laſt return from Scot- 
land, found himſelf in poſſeſſion of two 


thouſand pounds a year, by the death of 
his parent; who had but juſt before that 


period diſcovered his brother's treachery; 
and, as a puniſhment, left him only an 


annuity for life of ſixty pounds a year, to 
ſupport himſelf, and a ſon, which he had 
by a wife, who owed her death to his ill 


treatment. The colonel, who was per- 
kectly well acquainted with the ill offices his 


uncle had done him, behaved with a laud- 


able magnanimity of ſoul upon this occa- 

ſion; and inſtead of upbraiding him, 

when the abject wretch appeared all ſub- 
miſſion before him, he never. mentioned 3 


his fault, but ordered his annuity to be 


made up an hundred pounds a year; which 
he received punctually, in quarterly pay- 
ments, to the day of his death; and pur- 
chaſed a cornetey for bis ſon, for whom 
alſo lately, on the augmentation of the 
forces, he has procured a company of 
foot. The colonel in this action makes a 


greater figure in my eye, than he would 
have 


as 
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5 have done at the head of the moſt glo- 
rious enterprize: for ſurely no conqueſt is 


ſo great, becauſe none is ſo hard, as that 
of ourſelves: brutes have ſtrength and 


courage; man only has generoſity, and 
taſtes the pleaſure of forgiveneſs and be- 


neficence.— I will now tranſcribe two let- 


ters, which my ſiſter has received, making 
no alteration but in the orthography 3 1 ſo 
take them as follows. 


To he-Honourable Mrs. Foſter. 


r. Madam, Monday, June 13, 1757. 
 Ought to make a million of apologies 
for my abrupt departure from your 


houſe : but I abominate ceremony almoſt 


as much as I did couſin Nyky, from 


whoſe clutches I fled to the deareft, 


*. 


charmingeſt man in the univerſe! who is 
immenſely fond of me, and I am certain 


you will excuſe my taking the liberty of 
chuſing for myſelf. I muſt have been egre- 


giouſly miſerable with my papa's choice, 
wha am ſure, would dote upon Mr. 
ee Craven, 
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Craven, if he did but know him; and if 
he will but be ſo kind as to purchaſe him a 
_ captain's commiſſion, I ſhould be the hap- 
pieſt mortal breathing; for I am quite of 


Silvia's mind, in the play, and prefer 4 
pretty fellow with a pad, to a coach and fix 
with an aſs, —] paſſed my time till yeſter- 
day at the houſe of Mr. Puller's ſiſter, 
and was married yeſterday morning, by 


the parſon of the pariſh in which my 


dear huſband is quartered ; he being ſo. 


prudent as to procure a certificate of my 
age from the pariſh regiſter ; ſo that L 
| have not a bit of quarrel now with the 
marriage act. If it had been time of 
peace, Mr. Craven would have carried 


me to Tunbridge next month, and to 


Bath in autumn; but, as it is, he cannot 
be abſent from his regiment; and he is 


to march to camp on the 27th of this 


month, and 1 am 10 be at the adjacent 
town. All this would be extravagantlyß 


rible apprehenſions of the dear creature's 


complexion ſuffering by ſuch an expoſure 


o W I chink ſo pretty a fellow 


40 - | might 


1 
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might ſtrike a bold ſtroke, and perform 


his exerciſe in a maſk; and, ſhould the 


faſhion take, I am ſure the army would 
make a more formidable appearance, and 
be more likely zo fright the French. But 


left we ſhould not be able to bring this 


' ſcheme to bear, I muſt beg you would 
favour me with your receipt to take off 


freckles and ſun-burn. My dear Mr. 
Craven deſires his particular civilities to 
you; and IJ hope you will be ſo good as to 
ſend my clothes by the bearer, waer, will 


much oblige, 
My dear aunt, VM 
' Your extreme happy, and 
; obedient humble ſervant, ” | 
D. Caavin,. 


To the Honourable Mrs. Deborah F after. 


London, 


on., Madam, . June 13, 1757. 


me 56 my daughter's elopement from 
= houſe. Am concerned ſhe fhould 


behave 


- 


j 
” r... — 


OURS I received, bearing date the 
Sth inſtant, in which you inform 


112 THE BROTHERS. 
behave ſo ill: was gone to viſit a friend 
at Barnet, where I ſtaid till laſt night, ſo 
did not receive yours time enough to make 
inquiry after her; but ſhe has ſaved me that 
trouble, by a line per laſt poſt, informing 
me, ſhe was that morning married to an 
enſign in regiment ; z and the jacka- 
napes her huſtand Joins in it, aſks. my. 
bleſſing, and has the impudence to ex- 
pect 1 ſhould. pay her for her diſobedi- 
ence: but am reſolved they ſhall Soth bite 
f the bride. Should not. have grieved 
half fo much if ſhe had taken Jacobus out 
of the counting houſe, for he would have 
given a good account of my money. Be- 
gin to think I was wrong not to perfect 
her in arithmetic ;. for then ſhe would: 
have known the value of money better, 
than to throw it away on a red coat and 
 ſhoulder-knot; Don't blame you in the 
affair, knowing you did what you could: 
with her. In the mind Tam in, ſhe ſhall 
carry. a knapſack all her life, before I 
part with a groat. Hope couſin Haws 
knows I was no-way concerned in his dif- 
— e, Il I am not miſtaken, he 
| was 


8 


was once a ſoldier himſelf, a colonel of the 


militia, therefore may know how to deal 


with ſon-in-law— Wiſh he would frighten 


him. Lou may let Debby have her 


clothes, being the laſt ſhe ſhall buy with 
my money. I bought your ſtock, aceord- 
ing to order, on the 7th inſtant, —Have 

had two ſhips taken by French privateers, 


but had luckily inſured both for more 
than their worth, Very hard times theſe ! 
Muſt now to change : ſo no more from 


Your dutiful nephew, to command, 


EDWARD Jar. 


1 will 8 you have peruſed theſe 


epiſtles, my dear, and proceed to tell you, 
J have deſired my ſiſter, as matters are, 
to interceed in the young couple's behalf, 


and endeavour to prevail with her nephew 


to make the requeſted purchaſe. He can- 


not, with any propriety, condemn Mr. 


Craven for adhering to his own maxim, 
of riſking all hazards to increaſe his for- 


tune; and as ſhe has married a gentle- 


man, and, from his miſmanagement of 


her, might havedone worſe, I would adviſe 


— — — _ 
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him not to withdraw her accuſtomary al- 
lowance of a hundred pounds a year for 
clothes and pocket- money; and let him 
reſerve his further bounty to be beſtowed 
as their future conduct ſhall deſerve. 
Horton telling me ſhe had received a by | 
ter from Traverſe, I had the curioſity to 
deſire a ſight of it, but not the patience 

to tranſcribe itz ſo incloſe the original. 
I have perſuaded my ſiſter Foſter to ſend 
a bank note of forty pounds value in the 
letter ſhe is writing to Mrs, Craven; ap- 
prehending the giddy girl may Want cn 

a ſupply, before we ſhall be able to bring 

about our ſcheme with her father. And fo 
ſmall a ſum, compared to what ſhe would: 
have received, if ſhe had married with her 
aunt's approbation, cannot be thought an. 
encouragement to an act of diſobedience. — 
1 hope you found the good Mrs. Curtis 
better than you expected, and that the health 
of every individual in the doctor's family. 
is ſuch, as is ſincerely wiſhed them by, . 

; My dear girl, 
' Your true friend, and 


moſt obedient ſervant,. 4 3-1 Fo 
wy M. FosTER. 
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To Mrs. Horton, withe the honrabble my _ 
Lady Foſter, at the Willews in Kent, 


Deer Madem, ; — Tune the thirten. | 


Z FR\HESE few lins cums to defir you 


1 woed be plaſed to give yourſelve 
the trubel to looke up my thinges that 1 
levft wen i accumpaned my lady, and 

fend them by the barer. We had a far- 
teekin gurny to this plaſe, but we hafe 
had ſo muche playſure ſins that i am 
menſly hapye. My lady was marred 
iſterdy to the preteſt gentalman i ever 
lade my iſe on accept miſter Tricker his 
ſargant, who is my umbel fervent, and 


gregiſely hanſum, and i beleeves he is ſo 


vary argent that he wil pervale withe me 
to foolo my ladys xempel, We ſhal go 
to Kamp in aboat a fortnite, and i ſhood 


be prowd of the honer to ſe you thare, if 


you can get leve, the agreibel miſtar 
Jerry mite bringe you in a cheer. i woed 
cownlel you as a frend not to corntinew 


mopping withe ould ladys, in the meen 


wile hop you wil faver me with a piſtol, 
i wil 


—— 2 ̃¶ ee — — —— — — Fey © 
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i will be ſur to handſur it, and tel you all 


the nuſe, for miſtar Tricker is xſtarver- 


giantly hintermate withe all the millichary 


gentalmen. Pray preſant my ſervilities to 


| your mamar and Mrs, Maud, i pittes her, 


for 1 ſurpoſe ſhe had but a bade time | 


with her ould lady ſins my yong lady 
leyft her hoſe, i remain, deer Madem, 


Your vary umbel ſarvent, _ 
| ABIGAL TRAVERSE. 


2 6 H A P. Ix. 1 
Miſs Oſmond, To Lady F oſter. 


5 —Parſonage, | 
Wedneſday Evening, June 15. 


ADY Bab was with me, when I re- 
: ceived my dear Lady Foſter's laſt 


letter, which I communicated to her. She 
fays, you are very obliging both to the 


colonel and her ; more particularly to the 


former, as ſhe was unacquainted with that 
incident of his life you related, which has 


g1ven her a better opinion of him; in 
c other words,” ſaid I, P your 
& ladyſhip's good one,” I find, an- 
{wered ſne, you are al in. a. combina: 

5 _ © tion. 
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< tion againſt poor me; but no ſuch con- 
feſſion ſhall be drawn from my mouth“ 
The is much pleaſed with your ſcheme 
to promote Mr. Craven, and hopes, with 
me, you will bring it to bear. Their in- 


come, in that caſe, ſhe ſays, will be ſtrait 


enough, to make her ſenſible of the dif- 
_ ference between living with an indulgent 
parent, who ſupported her in affluence, 
and following her huſband's fortune; and 
thinks, all circumſtances conſidered, the 
young man will be ſufficiently puniſned.— 
I received a card of invitation from Mrs. 
Mortimer, and waited upon her, at her 
houſe in Piccadilly, yeſterday. She re- 
| ceived me with great marks of affection, 
and we both ſhed tears at the recital the 
doctor, who went with me, gave of my 


dear parent's diſappointments, I am con- 


cerned to perceive her health in ſo declin- 
ing a ſtate, as affords little proſpect of her 
ever having an interview with my father, 
much deſired on her part. She preſented 
me with a valuable ring, which I ſhall 
venerate as much as ſhe does any of her 
conſecrated reliques, Never more, my 
Dn dear 


118 Tus BROTHERS. 
dear lady, will I be opiniated of my own 
conjectutes, ſince every other perſon's ap- 
pear to have better foundation; at leaſt, I 
find yours, and thoſe of my friends here 
have, as you will perceive, when I tell 
you, Mr. Mortimer accompanied the 
doctor and me home laſt night; and hav- 
ing an opportunity of a private conver- 
fation with me, employed all his elo- 
quence in making me an offer of his hand 

and heart, on the moſt honourable and 
generdus terms; which not a little em- 

barraſſed me, who am very ſenſible, from 

his extraordinary character, and the whole 

tenour of his conduct, they are very de- 
ſerving of my acceptance. But the dif- 
ference of our opinions, in a moſt eſſen- 
tial point, appears to me a grand obſtacle 
to mutual happineſs in a married ſtate; 
and really, having no other objection to his 
propoſal, I made that only: which he en- 
deavoured to obviate, as a lover; ſaying, 
he had maturely conſidered that point, 
before he preſumed to divulge his ſenti- 
ments to me, and was convinced it need 
de no . to an happy union; in- 

W | ſtaneing 
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ſtancing ſeveral ſimilar. cafes'in couples of 


his acquaintance, who by.trivial conceſ- 
ſions on both ſides, | led very happy lives. 


I acknowledged the honour done me by 
the generoſity of his offer, and a conſci- 


ouſneſs of his merit; but aſſured him 1 

muſt decline it, even if it was approved of 
by my aunt, whom it was his duty to con- 
ſult on ſuch an occaſion, That I ſhould 


ever eſteem him as a friend, but could not 


think of a nearer affinity; and hoped he 
would be ſatished with this aſſurance, and 
not importune me on a ſubject which muſt 


oblige me to treat him with a reſerve, as 


dilagreeable to my own inclinations as to 

his. Notwithſtanding this prohibition, he 
. uſed many further arguments to induce 

me to recede from my reſolution; but 


finding them ineffectual, left me in ap- 
parent diſcontent of mind: and, to con- 
feſs a truth, mine is much deſs at eaſe than 
it was before he made this declaration. 
Lady Bab, to whom he has imparted his 


ſentiments, ſays, in her fprightly Way, 


I have much reaſon to be uneaſy, truly 


at the dme a a man of his un- 
bh « blemiſhed 


——— — —— —  ongr r tr - — 
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* blemiſhed character and fortune, whom 0 
„ half the young women of condition in 
e town are aiming to captivate.” Her 
ladyſhip propoſes going to-morrow to 
paſs a few days with Mrs. Mortimer; and 
I grieve at the thought of her removal: 
however, ſhe has promiſed to write to me. 
Doctor Trew has commenced a ſuit at 
law for the recovery of his niece's eſtate ; 
and Counſellor Capel, whom he has re- 
tained, dined here to-day. This gentle- 
man, by an intenſe application to his 
' ſtudies, uncommon judgment, and great 
5 probity, has attained to an unuſual de- 
gree of eminence in his profeſſion, at fo 
early an age as thirty. I can perceive by 
his converſation, that the ſtudy of the 
law has not engaged his whole attention 
he being very intelligent in all matters of 
- politeneſs, and able at pleaſure to change 
the learned for the agreeable character. 
The doctor ſays, his morals are unque- 
ſtionably good, and his fortunes very 
genteel, being poſſeſſed of a paternal eſtate 
of four hundred a year when he was called 
to 18 he and having lance, by the death 


10 85 of 
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of a relation, had an acceſſion of a thou- 


ſand pounds a year. We are to ſpend to- 
morrow at his country-houſe in the Ox- 


ford road. Mrs. Orrice, quite happy in 
her uncle's favour and protection, dedi- 


cates moſt of her hours to the conſolation 
of Mrs. Curtis; who, good creature! 


ſays, ſhe is greatly indebted to kind Pro- 


vidence for ſending us hither at this junc- 


ture. It gives me inexpreſſible ſatisfaction 
to find the can receive any alleviation of 
| her diſtreſs from our . 


CHAP. *. 


Nis Sind To Lady Foſter. 
IIa Continuation]. 


June 16, 11 at Night. 


Have paſſed a very agreeable day. Mr. 
Capel's houſe and garden are furniſhed 


and laid out in an elegant taſte, and 3 
himſelf behaved with great pr 0 priety 2 


Mrs. Norfolk, an elderly lady, his rela. 
tion, did the honours of the table. One 


of the earl's ſervants has juſt left a letter 


for me, a tranſcription of which will afford 


me ſufficient employ for this nights e 6 
Vol, II. G * 


* 
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ro Mis Oſmond 


Piccadilly, june 16. 
10 in the Morning. 
| -ORSHIPFUL Society am I got. 


into! You know, my dear, at your 
aunts requeſt, and becauſe ſhe had been an 
intimate acquaintance of my mother's, I 
came hither: but I would ſooner attend 
Her in a pilgrimage to Lorretto, than paſs | 
a week as I have one day. You have 
ſeen her houſe, but I preſume never had 
the honour to be introduced into her bed- 
chamber, to which ſhe now confines her- 
ſelf and company, with a glowing fire at 
this ſeaſon, expecting them to have eaſtern 
conſtitutions : it would be deemed an un- 
pardonable crime to attempt unſcrewing 
a ſaſh, or opening a door; yet, I think, 
if ſhe knew my ſufferings in this purga- 
| tory, heretic as ſhe believes me, ſhe 
would releaſe me from it.— Her roſary 
and card table divide her hours; and I. 
had nat þeen ſeated five minutes, before 
the latter appeared; and forced was I, 
gþo as much abhor cards without can- 
dles, 


ay 4 * 
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dies, 2 as TI ſhould a ball by day-light, or 
without a lively partner, to engage in a 
rubber before dinner, with her, her ſon, 
and an old maiden acquaintance, Mrs. 
| Prudence Manfly; the greateſt piece of 5 
affectation and prudery I ever met with, 


and a living barometer: from ſome ymp- 


toms in her head, or feet, ſhe is continu- 


ally prognoſticating a change of weather: 


according to the preſent ſtate of her quick. 
ſilver, we are to have rain. —On our en- 
trance into the dining-parlour, we found 
Sir Charles Wilding, a gay young fellow), 


whom Mr. Mortimer met with in his tra- 


| vels: at fight of him Mrs. Manfly went 
out of the room, deſiring her dinner 


might be ſerved up in her own apart> 
ment; a motion that appeared very un- 
genteel to me, who was left with the gen- 


1 1 aſked, if either could account 


for ſo odd a whim : I believe J can,” 
replied Sir Charles, tho' I riſk your 
e raillery by the confeſſion: ſhe reſents a 
„ kiſs falling beſide her own lips. 
And have you the impudence to men- 


80 tion the occaſion you gave her for of- 


G 2 cl « fence ? 
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fence?' (cried Mr. Mortimer), If 1 
<< thought it any,“ returned Sir Charles, 
<< I would not; but as the caſe may be 

* miſrepreſented to Lady Bab, Self- de- 

e fence obliges me to tell you, Madam, 

that coming to viſit this lazy fellow, 
4e yeſterday morning, 1 found he had not 

( quitted his 9 and in my way to 


his chamber, meeting a female atten- 


* dant of Mrs. Manfly' s, I very inno- 
< cently kiſſed her, en paſſant; which her 
'*© miſtreſs over-hearing, made her appear- 
„ ance, and rebuked me in ſech abuſive 
© terms, and talked of the heinouſneſs 
e of my offence in ſuch a manner, that I 
* was provoked to vow vengeance on her 
* prudery, one time or other.“ —“ You 
© were both to blame, ſaid Mr. Mortimer; 
and I beg Sir Charles, for the future, 
you would avoid giving her occaſion of 
© offence. I allow ſhe carries her whimſi- 
cal notions a ridiculous length; but al- 
moſt every perſon has a peculiarity in 
nis or her character. I aſſure you, her 
ſhoe- maker always ſends his wife, or 
t daughter, to meaſure. her foot; and 
ver- 


. r25 
« over-heard her giving orders to her ſer- 
© vant to fetch Mrs. Lacey to fit her ſtays 
* to-morrow morning.“ Different topics 
_ enſued, till I was ſummoned up into the 
Bagnio, and requeſted, as your couſin was 
engaged below with Sir Charles, to play 
1 with a dumb partner; only think of 7hat,. 
for one who loves tattling like me. No- 
Poor creature, oppreſſed by hunger, ever 
| longed more for a meal, than I for ſup- 
per, in hopes it would relieve me from 
my preſent ſituation : but no ſooner had 
I ſwallowed it down, than we returned to 
our employment, (amuſement I could not 
then call it) which I was not permitted 
to quit till midnight; for ill as Mrs. Mor- 
timer is, ſhe cannot bear her bed, or her 
own company, and tells you *tis charity 
to ſit up a little longer with her.—I wiſh, 
child, you had given her fon one grain of 
encouragement, for my ſake; he is ſo 
thoughtful, ſo dejected, and ſilent, that 
he looks like a family picture, and I want 
a lively figure in the group. Behold! one 
appears. I will wait upon her in two 
$6 OO OY anſwering Mrs. Mag- 
** G 3 dalane, 
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dalane, who came with her lady's compli- 
ments, and. ſhe ſhould be glad of it if I 
would play a game at picquet with. her, 
_ whilſt Mrs. Manfly is ficting her ſays. S0 
adieu for the preſent, —— > : 
1 o'clack. 
A reprieve from cards affords me time 
to finiſh. my letter. Poor Mrs. Manfly ! 
umpruded for ever | confined to her cham- 
ber in the height of vapours: your aunt 
and couſin differently affected by the oc- 
cCaſion, and only I rejoicing at an oppor- 
tunity of tating tbe air, in my dreſſing” 
room. — That mad fellow Sir Charles has 
cauſed all this confuſion, who came into 


the parlour as we were eating our fruit 


after dinner, and, with the . moſt ſolemn 
impudence, addreſſed Mrs. Manfly, pre- 

ſenting her a phial, and a ſmall paper, 
ſaying, There, Madam, is the beautify- 
ing lotion you ordered me to procure; 
and as the lace I uſed in your ſtays this 
* morning was rather of the ſhorteſt, in 
*« this paper you will find another; and a 
4 plaiſter for the corns you ſhewed me. I 
_ + ſhall hope for your future cuſtom; but 
my 
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* my memory being none of the beſt, 
* and having never before been honoured 
with a lady's commands of that nature, 
4 have quite forgot on which ſhoulder 
the padding is to be placed.” Mr. Mor- 
timer and I were in little leſs conſterna-- 
tion than the perſon to whom theſe words: 
were addreſſed ; who roſe from her chair, 


_ daſhed the phial againſt the floor, and. 


| flew out of the room, caſting wrathful 
- glances at us all, My impatience to know” 
the meaning of what had paſſed,. deterred: 


mer from following her; when Sir Charles 


informed us, that the hint of the ſtay- 
maker, which dropp'd from your couſin 
yeſterday, furniſhed him with a plot, 
. which he executed. this morning: for hav- 
ing ordered his ſervant. to enquire where 
Mrs. Lacey lived, he: ſent in Mrs, Man- 
fly's name, deſiring ſhe would .ſend her 
ſtays by the meſſenger, having an inclina- 
tion to look at them before they were tried 
on; and procuring female habiliments, 
with a mob pinned cloſe to his chin, and 
a bonnet, he came in a hackney coach, 
and paſſed upon her for a journey- woman 
G 4 5 
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of Mrs, Lacey's. Mr. Mortimer, who 
has that ſort of diſpoſition, which a great 
poet ſtiles milkineſs of ſoul, was much 

hurt, by reflecting on what Mrs. Manfly | 
muſt endure, from this facetious ſcheme ;, 
and in an half-angry, half-civil, manner, 
expreſſed as much to the executor of it, 
. deſiring he would not increaſe her cha- 
grin, by appearing before her during her 
© continuance here, I could hardly refrain 
from laughing at firſt; but, upon reflect- 
ing how I ſhould have reſented ſuch an 
- audacious plot; quite ſcolded Sir Charles; 
who, thus beſet on both ſides, marched 
off. We are all extremely angry with him. 

l chink it is providential that you are 
nat in my ſituation; for if you were, the 
goodneſs of Mr. Mortimer's diſpoſition, 
the affability of his behaviour to his do- 
meſtics, his. tender complaiſance to his 
mother, who is a little fretful under her 
preſent circumſtances, could not avoid 
making an impreſſion on your correſpond- 
ing heart, which would certainly create 
uneaſineſs, ſince you are determined to 
2 him as a . from laudable mo- 

. tives : * 
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tives: my lord, and the counteſs allow 
them to be ſuch; but his lordſhip, like 
the reſt of the men- folk, has ſo high an 
opinion of the merits of his ſex, as to 
ſuppoſe you may have other reaſons: he 


inſinuates that there are ſome genius's in 


the nation you have been moſt conver- 
fant in; and wiſhes a French marquis, or 
count, or ſome traveller of our own na- 
tion, may not have been before-hand with 
Mr. Mortimer in his attacks upon your 


- heart. I rated him ſeverely for his un- 


warranted ſuppoſition, and aſked him up- 
on what grounds he could ſuppoſe it's - 
| ſince I was very certain, a woman might 
refuſe the moſt advantageous matrimonial - | 
propoſal from one man, without being at 
that time biafſed in favour of anothet : | 
and that I firmly believed to be your caſe. 
This notion of the mens appears to me 
to take its riſe from the ſilly behaviour 
of ſome of- our ſex; who can never hear 
of a young woman's being about to 
change her condition, but they expreſs 
themſelves overjoyed at it, without in- 
e whether there be any proſpect of 

= Y happineſs 
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7 happineſs in the intended union: 


I had rather lead apes in the other world, 
than be led by them at preſent. 
it be Mrs. Manfly's office to hand Sir 


Charles, who has as much of that animal 


in his preſent ſtate of exiſtence as any of 


his ſex, I hope ſhe will give him a pinch | 


Jam ſure, if it 
ſhould be mine, he ſhall have a 7 5 


for paſt tranſgreſſions: 


one, from 
Deu very busen. 
5 e 8 


1 r your ladyſhip to comment on 


5 1 Bab's letter, whilſt I repoſe. To- 
morrow I am engaged to paſs with the 
counteſs, in order to aſſiſt her in the diſ- 
poſition of ſome ſhells : and having no- 
thing more to communicate by this poſt, 
will, with a return of the civilities you 
ſent to this houſhold, conclude myſelf, 
My dear Lady, 
Yout moſt affectionate, 
humble ſervant, 


Phœkx OsMonD. 


a 
every good was centered in the title of 

wife. For my part, I declare, tho' one of 
our poets has ſaid' there is no ſuch thing, 


Should 


3 . 

5 
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N Mit Oſmond, To Lady roller. „ 
| —Parſonage, 

June 24. ; 


Cold. Which 1 caught in the ears - 
- grotto this day ſe'ennight, being 
J e a ſharp fever, has interrupt- 
ed my journal; but, thank God, and my 
good nurſes, I am now able to quit my 
chamber, and have experienced the utmoſt + 
care and tenderneſs from the doctor, and ; 
his family, during my illneſs. The counteſs 
- viſited me when I was at the worſt; and 
had I been honoured with a near alliance 
to her; ſhe could not have expreſſed more 
concern at my indiſpoſition, or joy on the- 
appearance of every favourable ſymptom. 
Mr. Capel was ſo aſſiduous in his inqui- 
ries after me, as to come himſelf daily / 
for information: Mr. Mortimer did the- 
ſame till Wedneſday ; and laſt night I 1 
received a letter from his e which. "3a 
+, thall proceed to copy. 


G: BY Mrs, "oh 
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Mrs. Mortimer, To Mike Oſmond. 


„ Hs = Piccadilly, 
2 Niece, June 23, 1757. 


H E report of 3 your indiſpoſition af- 
fects me greatly, who have but too 


ach reaſon to regret the loſs of that bleſſ- 


ing, without which every other 1s taſte- f 


leſs: but, from the accounts of this day, 


J hope you will ſoon regain it. My ſon's 
apprehenſions for you have had ſuch an 
effect upon his health, as to throw him 
into a worſe ſtate than that you are ſo late- 


ly relieved from, and divulged a ſecret to 


me, that I had not the leaſt ſuſpicion of— 

Since he ſeems to think your rejection 
of his propoſals was in ſome meaſure 

owing to a notion they would be diſap- 


proved of by me; I will own you are the 


only proteſtant, to whom I could give 


conſent in ſuch a caſe: but your extraor- 


dinary merit, and prudential behaviour in 
the affair, has induced me to plead his 


| cauſe, I flatter myſelf with the hope my 


brother will not be averſe ' to beſtowing 
* upon him; and aſſute you, without 


making 


* t i 


D * 
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is making any conditions, but what ſhall 
come from your own free-will, if you 
accept my ſon, I ſhall eſteem myſelf the 
party obliged, and think you intitled to 
the ſame ſhare of my affection, that he lo. . 

= celervedly poſſeſſes, from 


My dear Niece! 
| Your moſt affectionate 
humble ſervant, _ 
Z CATHERINE. MozTIMER: 


This letter, my dear lady, no leſs em- 


barraſſes me, than his verbal propoſal did 
before. Anfwer it I muſt; but as I can- 
not in the manner required, it is the moſt 
. diſagreeable office I ever was put upon. 
J doubt not but my aunt is fincere in her 
aſſertions: but then, ſhe may entertdin 


hopes of converting me to her religion, 


by the like allurements which wrought a 
change in her own principles; and I am 
determined not to truſt to my own ſtrength 


in ſo material a pos and have'therefore 


wrote this Ou” 


$ 
F #7 7 * 


Miſs 
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Miſs Ofmond, to Mrs, Mortimer. 

__ —Parſonage, June 24. 

0 R very kind ſentiments of me, 

dear Madam, I eſteem as the higheſt 

| honour; and am only ſorry I owe the re- 


velation of them to Mr. Mortimer's ill- 


neſs and partiality.ä—l am but too con- 
ſcious of his merit, and my own indeſert, 
not to be ſenſibly affected with the gene- 
roſity of a propoſal, that I muſt decline 
all thoughts of accepting, for reaſons that 

will ever remain an unſurmountable obſta- 
cle to the union he ſollicits; tho they 
can be no impediment to a diſintereſted 

friendſhip, which it will be my wiſh and 

_ endeavour to preſerve with ſuch valuable 


relations. I hope he will ſpeedily have 


a return of health, and ſuch. reflections, 
as will. enable him to acquieſce without 
uneaſineſs in my ſincere offer of an har- - 
monious and fraternal amity ; which 1 is all 
| that. can ever be expected from, 
Dear Madam, 
Your moſt obedient niece, 
and grateful humble ſervant, ; 
Pacess OsMonD.” 
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My head is ſtil] too weak to bear poring 
upon paper; and the ſubject I have been 
writing to my aunt about, ſo intereſting, 
that I hope you will not be difpleaſed, if 
make this a more conciſe epiſtle, than. 

you uſually receive from, 
My dear guardian, 
- Your moſt affectionate, 
and obedient ſervant; 
enn O8mony.. 8 
2. S. Lady Bab, who is returned to 
the earl's, is fo condeſcending as to 
do all1 in her power to divert me. - 


Lady Barbara 8——, To Lady F oſter. 


e 283 17575 
5 frighted « out of. our wits, dear 


I Madam! Miſs Oſmond ſtolen away! 
A ſcheme, we ſuppoſe, of her vile un- 
cle's, or the villain Trailer's. The doctor 


is gone to town to make enquiry after that 


. wretch, having found out his lodgings. 
| Oſmond has, within theſe few days, ap- 
_ peared at Arthur's, —No attempt being 
made to moleſt the dear creature from that 
. e 8 quarter, 


— 
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quarter, ſhe was lulled into ſuch a ſecuri- 
ty, as to venture to take the air yeſterday. 
evening in a chair, accompanied by Mrs. 
Orrice, and attended only by one of the 
doctor's ſervants; from whom we learn, 
that they were got five miles in the Oxford 
road, when four men on horſeback, maſk- 
ed and armed, approached the chair, and 
ſtopp'd the horſe. Miſs Oſmond and Mrs. 
Orrice, ſuſpecting they were highwaymen, 

offered their purſes : but that not ſatisfy- 
ing them, one of the men inſiſted on their 

quitting the chair, pretending they would 
ſearch it; an order they did not dare to 
diſobey: but no ſooner was Miſs"Oſmond - 
out, than one of them laid hold of her, 
| and, ſeating her before him, rode off; the 
others following with ſuch expedition, that 


— they were out of ſight in an inſtant; and 
poor Mrs. Orrice returned more dead than 


alive, with this report. Meſſengers are 
diſpatched to all parts of the town and 
country, with a deſcription of Trailer's 
perſon; as we doubt not, if he is ſecured, 
ſhe may be traced. In the midſt of my 
concern for her, I cannot help being vex d 
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at her refuſing ſo worthy a protector as 
Mr. Mortimer. — But I had forgot their 
different tenets in religious matters, and 
own ſhe is a good girl, and that it will 
afford me infinite pleaſure, to be able to 
tranſmit a more agreeable account of her, 


than what mus now receive, from, 
Your Ladyſhip's 
Obedient humble ſervant, 


BaRBaka * 


| - 


CHAP. XII. 


-HILST Dodtor Tiew and {MK 
| Oſmond's other friends were un- 
der the utmoſt anxiety upon her account, 


Mr. Trailer and his myrmidons, regard. 


leſs of her cries and entreaties, carried her 


through bye - roads to an houſe Mr. Oſ- 


mond had lately taken in Oxfordſhire; 


into which Mr. Trailer, unmaſking, con- 


ducted her, telling her, ſhe was ſole miſ- 
treſs of it. Three ſervants of each ſex ap- 


pearing at his ſummons, he told them be⸗ 


fore her, they were to take their orders in 


every dung relative to the family from 
that 


| 
| 
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that lady, who was their maſter's niece. 
At this ſhe had the courage to ſay, tho 


almoſt ſuffocated by her tears, If I could _ | 
di believe it poſſible a word of truth could 
„ iſſue from your lips, the firſt command 
EI ſhould give them would be, weak- 
 *enedas I am by ſickneſs of mind and 


4 body, to convey me out of this deteſted 
* houſe.” —* You ſpeak. at random, Ma- 
dam, ' anſwered he; I fear the fatigue 
© of the journey has had a bad effect upon. 
* your ſenſes, otherwiſe you could not com- 
* plain of a houſe you have not yet ſeen: 
give me leave to conduct you about it, 
and you will acknowledge it to be fur- 
© niſhed in an elegant taſte. Mr. Oſmond 
has been at much expence in fitting. it 
up for your reception; and it will be pru- 
dent to reconcile yourſelf. to it, fince, 
© whether you. approve it or not, it is de- 
ſigned for your future reſidence : and 
4c tho' you may ſee leſs company than at 
your old parſon's; you will be much 
better accommodated, and no further 
£ violence will be offered you. Mr. Oſ- 
mond requeſts only the pleaſure of your 


6 con- 
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© converſation; and will never mention 


the word love to you more, but on the 


Platonic ſyſtem. He muſt have a ve- 


ry low opinion of my underſtanding or 
„ morals,” returned ſne, to imagine I 
* ſhould conſent to converſe with him on 
any terms; or that I ſhould not ſee 


through his ſpecious pretences of Plato- 
nic nonſenſe.. —* I do not much wonder, 


replied he, at the averſion you expreſs to 


this propoſal juſt now, whilſt your heart 


< is warmed with your paſſion for your new- 
found couſin Mortimer. The encourage- 
+ © ment you have given to his addreſſes was 


too notorious to eſcape Mr. Oſmond's 
wears, and urged him to this expedient, 


t prevent at leaſt a favoured rival's hap- 
r pineſs.”— * Ill-manner'd as your inſinu- 


ation is, ” ſaid ſhe, „if that was really 


„his n bringing me hither, and 


* ſince my fate is ſuch as obliges me to 
< offer conditions to regain my liberty, 


«* infringed by a wretch, who acts in de- 
«.fiance of all laws, divine or human; 
I will very readily give him my promiſe 
in writing, under what penalty he 


„ pleaſes, 


* 
> Den. coo 4 
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« pleaſes, never to marry Mr. Mortimer; 


* provided he will releaſe me from this 


e illegal confinement.” I am not im- 


— 


* powered, Madam, to act as an agent in 


ſuch an affair; but he will be here to- 


© morrow, to anſwer for himſelf.” An 


elegant ſupper being ſerved up, he ſolli- 


cited her in vain to partake of it. Unwil- | 


ling to hold a longer conference with him, 


ſhe deſired to be ſhown into another 


room; and was conducted by a female 


ſervant into an apartment, where ſhe per- 
ceived two beds, and the windows barri- 
caded : ſhe aſked the ſervant, if this was 


to be her priſon.—“ Dear Madam,” an- 
| ſwered ſhe, cc F am ſorry to hear you call 


it ſo; I am ſure my maſter means all 


ein good part; but, to be certain, it is 


« very hard for a young lady to be croſſed: 


« in love: bur laſs-a-day! Madam, there 
js more men than one in the world; and 


„ ſuch a pretty lady may happen of ſome 
„ handſome young *ſquire, worth the In- 


dies of gold, that your uncle may give 


« his conſent to.“ I don't underſtand 
your meaning,” ſaid the young lady.” 
: | « Q! 


— 
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O! Madam, there's never a ſervant in 
e the houſe, but knows you were going to 
ce be married againſt my maſter's liking, 
and that you were brought here to break 
<« the neck of the match. 1 am ſure I pity 
you; for I was once in love myſelf, and 
* knows it is very hard to be denied the 
company of them one likes.” The 
young lady, to whom this converſation 
was little leſs irkſome than Trailer's, 
told her, ſhe had no farther occaſion for 
her, if ſhe would pleaſe to leave the can- 
dles with her,—*< I muſt help you undreſs, 
Madam,“ returned ſhe.— EL ſhall nor 
put off my cloaths to night,” anſwered 
* Miſs Oſmond.'—*< I muſt aſk your par- 
don, Madam,” 600 the maid; * but my 
orders are not to leave you alone, but 
« to lie in this ſettee bed by you.“ —“ I 
thought you were to receive your or- 
ders from me ?—* Yes, Madam, ſo l 
< am, as to every thing elſe; but my maſter 
does not chuſe you ſhould be left alone, 
for fear you ſhould be melancholy.” — 
© If you pleaſe then to go to bed, and 
leave the candles burning, I will throw 
_ * myſelf 
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0 myſelf on the other as I am; for I am 
© determined not to undreſs.” This being 
agreed to, notwithſtanding the perturba- 
tion of her mind, ſhe fell into a doze, 


about two in the morning, from which ſhes. 


was rouſed by the cry of fire. It ſeems 
the chamber, in which Mr. Trailer lay, 
had been lately painted; and he found the 
ſmell ſo offenſive, that he had called up a 
ſervant, and ordered a fire to be kindled, 
and the ſaſhes thrown up. The maid, 
half- aſleep, executed his orders; but, for- 
getting to remove a board fixed in the 
chimney, to prevent any ſoil falling from 
thence into the room, it took fire, and 


| blazed ſo as to alarm the whole houſe, 


and every ſervant was employed in en- 
deavours to extinguiſh the flame. At the 
firſt cry, the maid with Miſs Oſmond 
jumped out of bed, and fled the room, 
leaving the door open, of which the lady 


took advantage; and the unlverſal con- 


ſternation the family were thrown into by 
this accident, enabled her to eſcape unob- 
ſerved at a door opened for the fetching 


water; and by the light of the moon, 
| which 


K 
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Which ſhone very bright, ſhe gained the 
great road, when her ſtrength failing, ſhe 
was forced to fit down upon 'a knowl, 
where ſhe gave a looſe to her tears, ex- 
pecting every moment to be purſued, and 


ill- treated for her attempt; ſtarting and , 


trembling at the leaſt murmur of wind, or 


= ruſtle of a twig: no houſe offering itſelf 


to view, nor hope of relief dawning from 
Any: quarter. 
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ISS Oſmond had not remained 
above ten minutes in this afflict- 


ing ſituation, before the ſound of 


wheels reached her ears, and ſhe diſcerned 
ſeveral waggohs approaching. Getting 
upon her feet, ſhe ſollicited the driver 
of the firſt to take her up, not knowing 


whither they were going, but ſuppoſing, 


with probability, to ſome town, where ſhe 
L Vo V. II. H might 
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might procure refreſhment and a better 


conveyance. The fellow churliſhly refuſed | 


her, ſaying, © they had as much baggage 


already as his horſes could draw; and 
„ ſhe might as well walk, as ſome of the 
* other women.” Thus repulſed, ſhe was 
moving towards the next; her feet totter- 
ing, and her eyes ſtreaming, when an 
officer, obſerving her dreſs and appearance, 


rode up to her, and civilly demanded her 


requeſt; ſhe replied, it was for a caſt in 
one of the waggons, for which ſhe was 
ready to pay whatever was required. The 


officer, having ordered the waggoner to 
halt, alighted from his horſe, and placed 


her, in as commodious a manner as he 

could, in the vehicle, ſaying, ſome very 
extraordinary accident muſt have occa- 
fioned a perſon of her figure to travel 


on foot, and unattended, at ſo unſeaſon- 


able an hour; but he ſhould not deſire 


her to ratify his curiolity in that point, 
till they arrived at the town they were to 


be quartered in that night. Nothing could 


have reconciled her to her preſent ſitua» 


don, but the — of chat ſhe had 


— — — — 


been 
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been in juſt before: ſhe was jumbled along 
in a dirty cart; her furniture was ſtinking 
| baggage, and her company were ſick wo- 


men, ſqualling children, and maimed ſol- 
diers, from whoſe converſation ſhe learn- 
ed they belonged to a regiment, who 
were on their ſecond day's march to camp. 
When they arrived at the end of the 
town, the gentleman who placed her in 


the waggon, helped her out of it, and 
conducted her to an inn, giving her in 


charge to the hoſtels, with a promiſe of 
returning, as ſoon as he was off duty. She, 
who had taken neither food nor fleep fince 
ſhe fell into Mr. Trailer's hands, very 

readily accepted the landlady's propoſal of 
refreſhment; and after drinking a diſh of 


coffee, and eating a roll and butter, find- 


ing herſelf inclined to ſleep, ſhe ordered 
a poſt-chaiſe to be in readineſs againſt ſhe 


aroſe, and retired to bed. In this interval, 


every officer in the diviſion was acquainted 
with the adventure, and deſirous of ſeeing 
her. Mr. Craven chanced to be of the 
number; and his lady arriving in a poſt- 
_— — BP at the ſame inn where 


H 2 _ 
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Miſs Oſmond was repoſing ; who hearing 

various conjectures of the wandering lady, 

told the landlady ſhe muſt contrive ſome 
means to ſee her; adding, © I have an 
immenſe curioſity to know whether the 
creature be as handſome as Captain | 


«© H-— ſays.“ 


+ She is very handſome, 


6 banc Madam,* returned the hoſteſs. 


— She may be ſo, perhaps,” ſaid Mrs. 


Craven; ſurveying her own figure in a 


_ glaſs: beauty is all fancy. However, 


« PIl lay my life, ſhe is ſome trollop, 
«who follows one of our gentlemen.” . 


I can't pretend to ſay what ſhe is,“ an- 
ſwered the landlady; * but ſhe has not the 


+ aſpect of ſuch a woman as you ſeem to 
ſuſpect. I thi nk I never ſaw greater mo- : 

* deſty in any body's countenance in my 

© life.*—Miſs Oſmond's bell ſounding, ſhe 


left Mrs. Craven, with a promiſe that her 


curioſity ſhould be gratified by a ſight of 


her. That young Lady's ſpirits being 
recruited by ſleep, ſhe was impatient to 


ſet out on her journey to Windſor ; and 
aſking if the chaiſe was ready, ſhe was 


-anſwered, the horſes were harneſſed. But 
th 5 34 before 
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before they were put to, Captain H- 
5 who brought her thither, begged leave to i 


pay his compliments to her. — If good - 
breeding would have permitted, ſhe would 
gladly have avoided this ceremony; but, 
_ obliged as ſhe was to him, ſhe found herſelf : | 
neceſlitated to receive his viſit, and came 'Y 
down-ſtairs for that purpoſe. Mrs. Cra- po 
ven, apprized of this motion, placed her- | 
ſelf ſo as to have a full view of her with- 
out being ſeen. On Captain's H=——'s 
entrance into the room, where Miſs Oſ- 
mond was, ſhe returned him thanks for 
his civility; and, apprehenſive the manner 
in which he met her might occaſion diſ- 1 
; _ reputable conjectures, acquainted him with _ 
ber name, and the forcible means Mr. | 
Trailer had uſed to ſeparate her from her | 
guardian, and confine her priſoner in her 
uncle's houſe : concealing, however, her 
_ uncle's motives, which ſhe could not bear 
to mention to a gentleman, and a ſtranger. 
Whilſt ſhe was giving him this informa- 
tion in one room, Mrs. Craven, who had 
gathered the reſt of the officers about her 
in another, was relating all ſhe knew of 
H 3 her, 
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her, —as that her name was Prado, a 
dependant on Lady Foſter, and a pre- 
<« tended niece of Mr. Oſmond's, with 

whom ſhe went away voluntarily from 
her aunt's in Kent, the beginning of 
* laſt month: that Mr. Oſmond was an 
© immenſe fine gentleman; but, ſhe ſup- 
<* poſed, Miſs Prado was again eloped 

“e from him, as ſhe had done once be- 
fore.“ Spite, and ſome diſguſt at The 
Willows on this lady's account, might 
give a willingneſs and poignancy to this 


relation to her diſadvantage : but the ac- 


count, however malicious, was true in her 
_ apprehenſion, who was a ſtranger to Miſs 
Oſmond's real name and character, and 
all thoſe tranſactions, which more inter- 
eſted friends had been let into. She ſaid 


only what ſhe heard from her confidant 


Mr. Puller; and the incident may not be 


quite uſeleſs, if this lady's conduct, and 
unkind forwardneſs in believing and com- 


municating, ſhould offer a caution againſt 
too great a credulity in reports affecting 
the reputation of others, or too great a 
pleaſure in ſpreading the ill · natured tale. 


Mrs. 
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Mrs. Craven's depreciating account had 


the expected and natural effect on her 
audience; who, upon Captain H——'"s 
Joining them, raillied him on his knight- 
ecrrantry; and hearing he had put her into 
a a chaiſe, and that ſhe was gone a contrary | 
way, reproached him for his want of gal- 
lantry in not taking her with him. He 


ſeriouſly aſſerted there was no appearance 


| of levity in her behaviour; and that the 
inndcence and dignity of her aſpect chaſ- 
| tiſed every thought, which her beauty of 
perſon might otherwiſe have raiſed. But, 
upon hearing Mrs. Craven's account, and 
being certain, from her own confeſſion of 
her uncle, ſhe was the identical perſon, 


tho? ſhe called herſelf by a different name, 


he began to entertain the fame ſentiments 


of her with the reſt of the company. 


Miſs Oſmond purſued her journey unmo- 
- leſted ſome miles, till ſhe was met by 


Trailer and his partiſans ; who, upon miſ- 


| fing her, had diſpatched ſcouts to the road, 
in order to gain intelligence of her; one 


of whom meeting a returned baggage-wag- 


wr” and deſcribing her to the driver, 
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was informed in what manner, and to what 


town, ſhe was conveyed. Mr. Trailer, on 


this information, ſet out, deſigning to de- 
mand her of the commanding officer, 
having framed a plauſible ſtory, that he 


queſtioned not would anſwer his purpoſe; 
but unexpectedly meeting her chaiſe, he 
obliged the poſt-boy, by threats, to drive 


her to a lane leading to Mr. Oſmond's 


2 houſe, when he took her out by force; 


and, diſcharging the chaiſe, conveyed her 


in his arms into the barricaded apartment; 


and having reproached her for her elope- 
ment, told her, ſhe muſt impute her 
ſtraiter confinement to her on conduct, 
and locking the door after him, left her 
to her reflections. How bitter they were, 


is left to the imagination of every humane 
heart! A thouſand times did ſhe lament 
her removal from the tranquil life ſhe led 


in Suſſex: but when ſhe conſidered a 


cantinuance there would have been diſ- 
agreeable to her parent, and ſhe had done 
but her duty in complying with his, in: 


junctions, a ray of hope darted through 


her confuſed imagination, and ſhe began 
$6.4 > H to 
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to think it not impoſſible, that ſhe might 
be relieved from her preſent durance, by 
means as little expected as the fire he 
preceeding morning 


Whilſt ſhe was daneting herſelf with chis 


notion, her door unlocked, and her uncle 

appeared. At fight of him her fears re- 
turned, and ſhe begged him on her knees 

to reſtore her to her friends. He anſwered, 

« You are a dear perverſe girl: you have no 
friend in the nation, who will deſerve that 
title better than myſelf: and, as to your 

„favourite Mortimer, (ſwearing a tre- 
mendous oath) © it he preſumes to diſpute 
it with me. one of our lives ſhall be the 

_ « forfeiture,” This appearance of impe- 

tuoſity, and the threat that accompanied 
it, ſo terrified her, that, in a ſuppliant 


tone, ſhe deſired him to deſiſt from his 
purpoſe; aſſuring him, ſhe would bind 


| herſelf by any conditions never to marry 
that gentleman; and, in the vehemence of 
her paſſion, knelt down before: him, and 


called heaven to witneſs the truth of her 


promiſe, He ſeemed a little pacified by 


this aſſurance, and began to talk of his 
H 8 Platon e 
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Platonic ſcheme; and her continuance with 


him. She anſwered as ſhe had done to his 
agent; and added, You have the power 


to confine me in this inhoſpitable man- 


© fjon, but never will I conſent to lead the 
_ © life you propoſe, Forbid it heaven! for- 
© bid it virtue! Oh, Sir, do you forbid it 
ü by your honour, as a gentleman, I be- 


ſeech you! by your relation to me, by 
your humanity | ſaffer me to tread the 
paths of innocence, and recover the re- 


+ putation and peace you are Jabouring to 
forfeit.— Z——'s,” ſaid he, ſhall 
« a whining girl 3 me from the ſet- 


« tled purpoſe of my ſoul, which all my 


* defires urge me to ſupport?” Then, 
enraged that he could gain nothing from 


her by threats or intreaties, he introduced 
the ſervant, who before lay in her cham- 
ber, and withdrew, locking them both in. 
At his departure ſhe returned to her la- 
mentations, and was not to be prevailed 
with by the ſervant to eat a morſel of 


the moſt delicate viands, conveyed into 


her room, or attempt going into bed; 
3 | vs 
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2 but, ſeating herſelf in a chair, ſne paſſed 
the night i in e for a releaſe. 


CHAP. II. 


in a chair, between three and four in the 


morning, when Trailer burſt into the 
room; and, with all the marks of terror 
- and rage in his countenance, ſnatched her 
up in Thy arms, and, without uttering a 
ſyllable, carried her down a back ſtair- 
caſe into a little paved yard, where poul- 
try was kept, and thruſt her into an hovel, 
in which was a neſt of young partridges 


the houſekeeper was endeavouring to rear z 


which being too low for her to ſtand up- 


right in, he forced her to ſit down on an 
old hamper, and gagging her with a cam- 


brick handkerchief, and faſtening her 


hands behind her with his garter, clapt a 


padlock on the door, leaving her in ago- 
nies, eaſier to be imagined than deſcribed; 


25 :  / 3." She 


iss» Oſmond, WhO had neither 
cloſed her eyes, nor changed her 
dreſs, from the time her uncle turned the 
key of her apartment, was ſitting weeping 


- = 4. 
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She ſuppoſed his deſign was to terrify her 
into a compliance with Mr. Oſmond's 
Propoſals; and, dreadful as her ſituation 
was, collected all her fortitude, firmly re- 
. ſolving to ſuffer any puniſhment, even 
death itſelf, rather than voluntarily 
tinue under his roof upon any terms. i Bi it 
ſhe was happily miſtaken in her conjec- 
Lures, as to the cauſe of this cruel treat- 


ment, as the event ſhewed. Colonel 
„being engaged by promiſe t to paſs : 
the evening. with ſome officers: of his ac-, 
quaintance, before they encamped, arrived 
a few hours after her departure from the 
inn, and, in the circle of toaſts, his being 


required, he gave Miſs Oſmond, which 


occaſioned a univerſal ſmile round the 


table. Captain H aſked if the lady 
mentioned was fair or brown. Fair as 


« the faireſt of her lovely kind; replied 
he. “ But why that queſtion, Captain 
* H -? did you ſuppoſe I, ſhould 
give you a dowdy ? ??—< No, Colonel; 


but a romantic adventure I have been 
engaged in this morning, with a lady of 


that name, occaſioned the query. He 
: then 


\ 
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then related the time and manner in which 


he met her, and all that came within his 
knowledge relative to that event, not 


omitting her own account of herſelf, or 
that Mrs. Craven had given of her. The 


Colonel, after lending him attention, re- 


lated her genuine hiſtory, as he had re- 
cebived it from Lady Foſter; and it had 


ſuch an effect upon his commltye?) ain 
each condemned himſelf for ſuffering her 


to depart unattended.” Truly,“ cried the 


Colonel, that circumſtance conſidered, 


you cannot be deemed the moſt gallant 
05 corps in the ſervice. — I offered,” ſaid 
-, * to eſcort her part of 


Captain H 
the way; 1 our march to- morrow at 


0 early an hour muſt prevent my at- 


< tending her to Windſor; and as ſhe 
peremptorily refuſed me that honour, I 
though it rude to inſiſt upon it.“ At 
this inſtant the landlord, appeared, and 


told the gentlemen the. poſt-chaiſe was 


. 


account ph. the lady' $ gi He 1 out of 
it by three Rogues, who carried her down 
a lane, APO ſixteen miles off. TI he boy 

f was 
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| called in, and examined; when Colonel 


1.— faid; it was evident Miſs Oſmond 


was again in the power of the wretches 


| from whom ſhe eſcaped that morning; 
and, riſing from the table, apologized to 


; the gentlemen for leaving them ſo abrupt- 


ly. Some of the younger officers propoſed 


going in a pofle in ſearch of Mr. Of. 
mond's houſe, which, by her account, 


could not be far from the place where | 


ble means reſcuing her; faying, they 


might be back time enough to purſue 


© their route. But Colonel . objected 


to this expedient, which would cauſe a 
great alarm in the country; and ſaid, more 


legal meaſures mult be taken. 


Being directed by the hoſt to a proper 


_ magiſtrate, on a repreſentation of his ſuſpi- 
eions, he obtained a ſearch warrant for the 


lady; and, , accompanied by two conſtables, 
and his own ſervants; ſet out at two in the 


morning, in a poſt- chaiſe, driven by the 
boy who conveyed Miſs Oſmond, to 
whom he gave orders to take down the 
lane the · lady had been carried into, and 
2 purſue 
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purſue that road till he reached an houſe. 


He obſerved theſe orders; and the colo- 
nel was parlying with Mr. Oſmond, whoſe 
| houſe he had entered, and demanded the 


lady, when Trailer ſlipp'd away, and ſe- 


cured her in the manner I have related. 


Mr. Oſmond denied her being there; but, 
upon the colonel's producing the warrant, 


and commanding the conſtables to per- 


form their office, and attend him in his 
ſearch, Trailer, who was by this time re- 


turned to them, tipping a ſignificant wink 
upon him, he no longer oppoſed their 


ſearch; telling the colonel he had no occa- 


ſion for the warrant, for he gave him 

free leave to convince himſelf ſhe was not 
there; ſwearing a multitude of oaths, that 
be knew not where ſhe was. The colonel, 


giving no credit to his aſſertions, ſuffered 


not a cloſet, or any part of the houſe * 


from the top to the bottom, to eſcape his 
inſpection; but finding no lady, was 
greatly chagrined ; and paſling through a 


ſcullery, the laſt place he examined, he 
found himſelf in the poultry-yard; from f 


. he proceeded to take his chaiſe. 
CHAP. 
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8 Colonel L- = was going out of 
the poultry yard, a young pointer 


* bad with him, approached him with a 
5 white ſatten ſlipper in his mouth, which he 
dropped at his feet; and, attracted by the 


ſcent of the birds, ran back to Miſs Of- 
mond's priſon. His maſter's ſuſpicions be- 

ing rouſed by this incident, he called to 
the conſtables, and ordered them to force 

open that place; ; ſaying, We will bunt 
« the flipper.” Finding the lady in the 
manner Trailer had left her, with one of 
her feet on the cold pavement, without a 


ſlipper, which ſhe had dropped at the en- 


trance, in her ſtrugg gle, he inſtantly re- 
leaſed her; who was in ſuch conſternation, 
that ſhe had not the power of ſpeech, nor 
the leaſt ſenſibility of the perſon to whom 
ſhe was indebted for relief; but, in a ſtate 
of ſtupefaction, was conveyed by him into 
the chaiſe, unmoleſted by Mr. Oſmond 


and his aſſociate, who abſconded, on their 


Attempt to force the door. Tbey had 
pro- 
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proceeded ſome miles on their journey be- 
tore ſhe was ſenſible by whom ſhe. as 
attended, or whither ſhe was going: but 
the motion of the vehicle, and the olo- 
nel's voice, who acquainted her with the 
meaſures he had purſued for her reſcues 
and his intentions of carrying her to Doc- 
tor Trew's, rouſing her from her ſtate of 
inſenſibility, ſhe vented grateful acknow- 
ledgments for the trouble he had taken. 
But the ſudden tranſition from the depth 
of deſpair, to the joyous certainty of a re- 
leaſe from the enemies to her quiet, had 
ſuch an effect upon her ruffled ſpirits, that 
the colonel, who perceived ſhe had ſcarce 
ſtrength to utter her gratitude,” begged | 
her to compoſe herſelf, and not to ſpeak. a 
ſyllable more, till ſhe had taken ſome re- 
treſhment, which he propoſed to procure 
her at the firſt houſe they ſhould reach. 
She, though extremely faint, could not 
avoid thankipg him for his ſolicitude for 
her health; and ſaid, Mr. Capel lived ten 
miles ſhort of the doctor's, and ſhe could 
very well ſupport her ſpirits till they ar- 
ie der where ſhe, was certain of a 
085 welcome 


. 
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welcome reception, and it would be more 


agreeable than a publick houſe. Accord». 


ingly, when they reached Mr. Capel's, 
they alighted, and were received by him 
and Mrs. Norfolk in the kindeſt manner, 
to whom the colonel aceounted for her 
appearance. This gentleman and lady in- 


fiſted upon her reſting herſelf there at leaſt 


till next day; and the colonel promiſing | 
do proceed to the doctor's, and inform | 

that family with her fituation, ſhe con- 

ſented, © Mr. Capel having engaged to 


carry. her home in his equipage, Colonel 
—— ſent his chaiſe back, and mounting 


his led horſe, made for Doctor Trew's. 
Not finding him at home, he imparted the | 
account of his ſucceſsful expedition to 
Mrs. Orrice, from whom he learned that 


the earl's family were in the country, and 
went immediately thither. Lady Bab re- 
ceived him with an unuſual gravity of 


countenance, of which love gave him a 
quick ſenſibility: however, he ſoon reſum- 
ed his accuſtomed gaiety, and ſaid, . If 
I had not ſecured an uncommon ſtore 


225 1 e to ſupport me under a 
— mortifi-· 


— — | 4 
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50 mortification, that which your ladyſhip 
is pleaſed to give me would reduce me 
to a pitiable condition. I, who, to ſpeak 
<< but modeſtly, deſerve the moſt gracious 


„ 


* 


< reception for what I have done, to meet 


© with conſtrained countenanees, and ſliff 
6g compliments ! as,— hope, Sir, Jos 


Have enjoyed health, fone nce we laſi ſaw you: 


<6 and that uttered with the air and ſolem- 
© nity of Mrs. Manfly! pray heaven ſhe 
has not infected you. But dear Lady 
&« Bab, what dire misfortune occaſions this 

appearance of dejection? Has pug broke 

„ his chain, or the Chineſe- mandarins ? 
Dor any accident happened to the paro- 
% quet?”—*< am not in a jeſting humour, 
_ © colonel; and I think your good breeding 
might ſuggeſt a more ſerious cauſe for 
my dejection.—““ I will tell you,” ſaid 
the earl; © the diftreſs of an amiable 
young lady, torn from her friends by 
&* forcible means, and in all probability 
“ in the power of an execrable villain, 
4 has affected Lady Bab's ſpirits.” “ If 
c that be the caſe, Madam,“ er. the 
colonel, * what. reward would you willing- 
| C 7 
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1y beſtow upon the knight errant, who 


this fair friend from the monſter, and 


1 


« (everlaſting. But I muſt own there is 


6 * com- 


ſhould, by ſtratagem or proweſs, reſcue 


© reſtore her fafe to you? Whoever 
had the gallantry to undertake ſuch an 
ce enterprize,” replied ſhe, © would think 
& ſucceſs in it ſufficient reward; and I 
„ ſhould efteem myſelf W 
obliged by the attempt.“ 
happy then am I, Madam, in being able 
to draw ſuch a confeſſion from you! Be- 
hold in me the perſon (forgive me. if 
I ſtrut a little) to whom you have ac- 
knowledged an obligation; and that, 


another, to whom you are primarily in- 
_ © debted for her releaſe. J don't know, 
* colonel, what to think of your ſpeech, 
c you are ſo accuſtomed to raillery : but 
pray do you know any thing of Miss 
6 Oſmond ??—*< 1 left her two hours 
<* finceat Mr. Capel's, Madam. Where 
eis the aſſiſtant that you mentioned, co 
* Jlonel?“ “ With the ſervants, I ſuppoſe, 

Madam; for as he is not much uſed to 
5 "90 company of ladies, though he is my 


Ho .] 
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e companion, I left him without. 1 
« beg he may be introduced,” faid the 

counteſs: * and I cannot think how you 
came to be ſo ceremonious all of a ſud- 
den.“ Upon this he quitted the room, and 
returned with the pointer. Come hither, 
Pero, ' cried he. I muſt tell you, ladies, 
to the ſagacity of this faithful attendart 
] am obliged for the diſcovery of Miſs 
Oſmond, who might, but for him, have 
been cooped up with the patridges till 

this time; and from henceforth I ex- 


e K „ Bn 


i 


Le Chien Savant. The humour of this 
incident diverted the ladies from their 
gravity ; and the manner in which he re- 
lated his conduct in the enterpriſe he un- 
dertook that morning, had ſuch an effect 
upon the company, that the utmoſt chear- 
fulneſs ſucceeded. The colonel, who de- 
| ſerved, and appeared, to be as happy as 
any perſon preſent, took the earl aſide, 
and told him he was not ſo, nor ever 
- ſhould, till he had gained Laby Barbara's 
conſent to the union he had ſo long ſoli- 
5 wal A, from her behaviour in 


regard 


N 


pect he ſhould be as much eſteemed as 
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regard to Miſs Oſmond, I diſcern ſuch 


© an amiable diſpoſition as has increaſed - 
the fervor of my affection, which I be- 


fore thought incapable of any addition. 


- +:What halcyon days may a man expect 
© to experience in the ſociety of a lady, 


© who; with all the exterior charms of her 


* . 


* 


ſex, is poſſeſſed of an underſtanding ſu- 
perior to moſt of it, and the moſt agree- 
able vivacity, without the leaſt tincture 
of levity, and a heart capable of ſo deli- 
cate a friendſhip! In ſhort, my lord, if 
« you vill not intercede for me, and I 


«. ſhould unfortunately miſs ſo valued a 
prize, notwithſtanding the trite jeſts I 
have paſſed upon deſpairing enamou- 
; rato's, I find my life will be a blank. 
„Tour confeſſion is too honeſt not to 
merit my interceſſion,” ſaid the earl; 


« which, for your conſolation, I can now 
„tell you, I think you have little occa- 


„ ſion for, as I apprehend you have by 


this time ſecured a more powerful ad- 


„ yocate in her own breaſt.” The colo- 


| nel, elated with his ſuppoſition, returned 


to the ns and entertained them with 
agreeable. 


A 
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, agreeable topics of converſation, till they 
retired to their reſpeCtive apartments; hav- 


ing been invited by his lordſhip to paſs 
ſome days there. Doctor Trew, at his re- 
turn home, had been agreeably ſurpriſed 
with his niece's account of Miſs Oſmond's 
reſcue, which he immediately tranſmitted 
by an eſpecial meſſenger to Lady Foſter ; 
and next morning, having received a card 
of invitation from Mr. Capel, informing 


him he had prevailed with Miſs Oſmond 


to ſtay a few days at his houſe, went thi- 


ther as ſoon as his emiſlary returned from 
The W with a letter for Miſs Ot 


on. 
"Q H A P. IV. 
"Lady F after,” To Miſs Oſmond. 
The Willows, 


July 2, 1757. 
"Wiki my Joan, you would make'my 
: 1 acknowledgments to good Doctor 


Trew, for the happy tidings he tranſ- 
mitted laſt night. I leave to your ima. 
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bear you, the uneaſineſs I endured at the 
report of your ſeizure; and nothing but 
the joy I experience from the account of 
your releaſe, could be adequate to it. 
| Your prudential behaviour in the caſe of 
Mr. Mortimer, merits my applauſe. I 
am concerned for him; tho? I hope he 
will, upon mature conſideration, acquieſce 


in your propoſal of everlaſting friendſhip. 
— You will doubtleſs meet with other of- 


fers of this nature; and the ſame good 


ſenſe'and heart, which dictated your con - 
duct in this affair, will direct your choice. 
I cannot flatter you with the proſpect of a 
gentleman of his large fortune falling to 


| your lot; but hope no one beneath him 


in morality, ſenſe, and good- -nature, will 
induce you to change your condition. Cir. 
cumſtanced as you are, if ſuch a one as 
I wiſh your partner for life ſhould offer, 
and meet with your approbation, the 
ſooner you accept him the better, in yoαỹ 
unprotected ſtate. - Mr. Haws has in- 
formed his father, that he was laſt week 
married to Kitty Purl, an apprentice to 
a famous. — E. dy the ſame 
"47626 "= 
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girl he attended to Vauxhall. The old 


. gentleman, at the firſt information, was 
in great wrath; but, upon being aſſured 
ſhe is a woman of an unexceptionable 
character, and derives her birth from an 
ancient and worthy family, was ſo far re- 
conciled, as to invite them down, and 
promiſe, if ſhe would content herſelf with 
inſpecting his houſhold, and reſide at 
__ Oak-hall during his life, without attempt- 
ing a London journey, he would receive 
her as a parent, The young woman, who 
has a good ſhare of practic ſenſe, wrote 
a grateful letter for this condeſcenſion, as 
ſhe judiciouſly termed it; and, with her 
| huſband, came down the following day. 
The morning after her arrival, her father- 
in- law conducted her into the ſtore-room 
and larder, expatiating on the virtue of 
good houſewifery ; and, preſenting her with 
a family manuſcript, containing recipes, 
in ſuch a diverſity of hands and ſpelling, 
that ſhe muſt find it adifficult taſk to ren- 
der it legible, and a large bundle of 
thread-papers, told her, the * uſe of 
Vor. II. 1 * theſe 
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theſe materials would procure his favour. 
She received them with great Set bu 


mour; and hearing him declare, at break- 
faſt, that he had not eaten a good white- | 


pot ſince his old houſe-keeper died, the 


with her own. hands (tho' not without 
having recourſe to the above: mentioned 


manuſcript) compoſed one, which was 


ſerved up in the ſecond courſe at dinner, 
and fo pleaſed him, that in the evening he 
carried her up into my late ſiſter's dreſ- 
| fing- room, and put her into poſſeſſion of 


her cabinet, containing her Jewels, and 


| other valuable curioſities. 


My ſiſter is afraid ſhe is not vel bred. 


and is a little piqued at her omitting to 
ſend her a pair of perfumed gloves, and a 
favour, However, ſhe has beſpoke a ſet of 

falvers, in the old make, for her preſent. 


1 am much obliged to the doctor for 


| ſending me the Eftimate of the Manners 


and Principles of the Times; the deſign and 
execution of which performance deſerves 
a ſuperior elogium that can come from a 
male pen: ſo 1 ſhall only ſay, that 1 

7717 Wiſh 


* 
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wiſh it may have the deſired effect on the 
ſucceeding times; and am, with civilities | 
do every friend of yours, 


Tour faithful, humble ſervant, 
1 N. Fos rx. 


Miſs com To Lady F oſter, 


| —Parſonage, 
July & 
2 dow ae face? s laſt kind epiſtle found 
me at Mr, Capel's, from whence 


I n ee to-day, ' tho* much importuned 
to make a longer ſtay; which I ſhould 
have done, were I not convinced the civi- 
lities I received proceeded from a motive 
you can have no ſuſpicion of: a declara- 
tion of love from him, when accompanied 
by the moſt honourable and advantageous 
propoſals, your ladyſhip may not appre- 
hend a thing terrible enough to fright me 
from his houſe z yet I own that this is the 
"caſe. He has a powerful advocate in the 


doctor, to whom he has revealed his ſen- 


timents. But I have abſolutely rejected 


his offer, in as genteel terms as I could. 


I am very ſenſible of the force of your ar- 


I 2 gument 
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: gument in regard to a protector; but to 
me it appears ungenerous to make hat, 
or the participation of an ample fortune, 
my view in ſo ſolemn an engagement, 
whilſt my heart is diſintereſted. I am ſen- 


ible of every valuable quality Mr. Capel 


poſſeſſes, and think myſelf honoured by 
his good opinion; but cannot think of 
binding myſelf by a vow of reciprocal 


affection, which I do not feel on my part, 
and know not whether I ever ſhall. I 
knew not what and whence that. ſecret 
impulſe or inſtinct is, which diſpoſes, and 


almoſt forces, to a conjugal union with 


one man, in preference of a thouſand, per- 


haps as much, or more deſerving. That 


ſuch a thing is, I am certain; but how it 
1, is the wonder, Is there a ſex or kin- 


dred in fouls? Is it from heaven, or 


earth? People in love I have heard talk of 
their ſtars; and of good ſtars and bad ſtars: 


1 have either not gazed at them enough, 


or I have not yet diſcerned mine. My 
time is not come, I ſuppoſe. —I applaud 


Mr. Haws's prudence, which I think 


muſt Malus bappineſs to the whole fa- 
; mily ; 
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mity; a conſequence not to be expected 
from Mrs. Craven's ſuperior fortune, with 


her different bent of inclination. I ſhalt 
proceed to tranſcribe a letter I received 
from Lady Bab yeſterday, on the doctor's 

communicating to ber Mr. mien 8 Pro- 
poi: 5 og: 


Lady Barbary "IE, To o Mis Oſmond. 


Saturday Night, 
June 4, 1757. 


0 4 


5 1 F 1 were not more than half- angry with 


you, I ſhould congratulate you aon 


your eſcape from the vile fellows. But 
you are quite a chit, in refuſing ſuch a 
| protection. as Mr. Capel offers; a man 
| who has every qualification to recom- 
mend him as an huſband. Indeed, child, 
I muſt tell you, it is very extraordinary 
that two ſuch unexceptionable lovers 
ſhould, in ſuch a ſpace of time, be at- 
tracted even by your acknowledged ſupe- 
rior accompliſhments and it will be little 
leſs than a miracle, if you meet with a 
third- of the like character. I will ſup- 


poſe | you intend following my example 
I 3 ſome 
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ſome time or other, otherwiſe 1 malt re- 
tract my promiſe given to my red coat 
man; who would ſo plume himſelf on his 
conqueſt, that I could not bear it. No; 
inſiſt upon it, that you do not give me 
the mortification of imagining you have 
more reſolution in ſuch a caſe than I; 
and charge you to treat your lover with 
leſs indifferencs, or you will incur r the dif 


pleaſure of 
Your (hi therto) nn friend, 
/ ti | BARBARA Donn — 


3 my dear guardian 1 fear you vin Mp 
be of Lady Bab's opinion; and ſorry am I 
to diſſent from either: but I hope the 

ſubſtantial reaſon I have given for declin- 

ing Mr. Capel's addreſſes, will not appear 
abſurd to you: and as to her humorous 
ladyſhip, her caſe and mine are by no 


means parallel. The colonel has, by long 


ſervices, merited a return of affection; and 
ſhe certainly is diſpoſed to make a ſuit- 
able one, or ſhe would not have given 
the promiſe ſhe mentions. My couſin 


Mortimer has taken the opportunity of 
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my late deliverance, to congratulate me 
upon it, and my behaviour under it, and 
to renew his ſuit, by all the arguments 


of tenderneſs and generoſity; and hopes 


the ſincerity and ſtrength of his regards 
for me will plead his excuſe for deſiring 
me to revoke that ſentence, which for- 
| bids his further application of that ſort, 

_ He fays, among other things, that diver- 
Gy of opinion, in ſpeculative points, can 
be no reaſonable hindrance to the union of 
hearts, and glow of affection: that reli- 
gion, the Chriſtian in particular, was the 
moſt ſocial and affectionate ſyſtem in the 
world; and he ſhould be led to ſuſpect 
ſomething was wrong, or miſapprehend- 
ed, in that profeſſion of religion, which 


ſhould forbid the neareſt and deareſt con- 


! nectian between two hearts, made, if he 


might judge by his dwn, for each other: 
that ſo ſtrong a deſire, upon the princi- 
ples of virtue, was not given in vain; and 


he thought it his duty to purſue it, till he 
das an urter impoſſibility of atainment: 


that we might each day, even in matters 
of Opinion, come nearer to each other, 
| 14 till 
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till no difference remained; and ſupports 


his judgment by that of the moſt learned 


and pious divine of our own church, who 
does not ſcruple to aſſert, that if all the 
opinions of different ſetts of Chriſtians, 
who deſerve the name of churches, and 
have had any great ſpread in the world, 

were to be ſet down in one column, and 
only all, in which they agreed, were to be 
placed in another, there would be found 
in the latter Chriſtianity whole and entire. 

—_— think myſelf obliged to ſend you a 
7 apy: of my e e which runs nee 


„Derr Sei 


F OR ſo I 1 = bluſh 1 to ah you, £ 
T and ſo I will ever call and think you, 
as you are one of the moſt valuable of 


men, one who is my near relation, and 
has laid me under the greateſt obligations 
that one of my. ſex is capable of from one 
of yours. But, alas! it is my concern, as 
well as yours, that I cannot proceed fur- 


ther. Difference of religion was the only 
objection I made to your firſt generous 
propoſal, and it Mill remains an unfur- 


mountable 
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mountable obſtacle to your ardent renewal 
of it: and the fond hope you mention of 
a a poſlibility of our coming nearer and 
nearer to each other in theſe matters, con- 
vinces me of the juſtneſs of my ſenti- 
ments: eſpecially, when J reflect on the 
ſuperiority of your ſenſe, and the mean- 
neſs of mine.—I am ſenſible religion has 
been often alleged, and put on, by the 
worſt of people, for the worſt of pur- 
poſes: but if religion was not the beſt. 
and ſtrongeſt reaſon for acting, it would 
not be pretended to by bad people, as an. 
unanſwerable excuſe for bad actions. But 
I no more ſuſpect the uprightneſs of your 
heart and intentions, than I do my own: 
and could I ſuppoſe either capable of giv- 
ing up, or even endangering, ſo ſacred a 
truſt, as religious perſuaſion, I ſhould de- 
ſpiſe and deteſt both. Beſides, (I tremble 


at the remembrance) Accident has.made- 


ſuch an union, as you ſolicit, impoſſible. 
for me to grant, and improper for you. 


any more to aſk, My wicked uncle, while. 
on my knees J was in the inſtant appre- 
henſion for my life, or what I valued more 

1 * than 
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than life, reproached me with a prepoſſeſ- 


ſion in favour of Mr. Mortimer, and 


ſwore you ſhould have me on no other 

terms than the loſs of your life, or his 
own. In this tumult of diſtreſs, I told 
him, my religion, inconſiſtent with yours, 


had made me reject your propoſal. Under 


that ſettled reſolution, in order to pacify 
his reſentful fury to you and me, I, on 


my. knees, called Heaven to witneſs to 


my promiſe of never receiving you for a 
huſband. Thus, dear Sir, you fee Hea- 

ven, and all that is ſacred and tremen- 
dous, ſtands between us; and you may 
be, and are earneſtly defired to be, the 
friend, but you never can be the nes; 


wy 
* Your Pate Orono. 


1 have the Galton of an anſwer 
from him; in which he ſays, ſince things 


are cruelly ſo, he muſt acquieſce in te 
only favour left me to grant him, that of 


my friendſhip, which will always give him 


a tormenting pleaſure. Love me he always 


muſt; bur it — it _ be within the 


limits 
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limits preſeribed him,—T hear Lady Of- 


mond is very ill, and has defired her ſon 


would make Dover- ſtreet his reſidence, 
during the ſhort ſpace ſhe ſuppoſes ſhe 


has to live. Mrs. Orrice's affairs are in: 


a proſperous way, and Mrs. Curtis, beyond 


—_— chearful; and could I hear of 


my dear father's welfare, furrounded as I 
am by indulgent friends, j thould ſubſcribe T 
4 myſelf, 


Your truly happy, and 
ot Sete humble Wucher 
Prcenz Osuonp. 


EHAP. v. 


8 Olonel 1.—, having happily ob- 
4 rained Lady Barbara's conſent to 
their marriage, went to town on the day 
ſhe wrote to Miſs Oſmond, to order ſome 
neceſſary paraphernalia, againſt that occa- 


ſion; and meeting Sir John Emlin, com- 


municated his ſucceſs. The Baronet con- 
gratulated him on his approaching feli- 


city, and enquired after Miſs Oſmond. 
„Ina her in Oxfordſhire on Thurſday,” 


Pe N een 
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anſwered he; © in ſuch an apartment, as 
I ſhould think i it beneath a private cen- 
« tinel to occupy; and whatever you may 
« do, I can tell you, I know the length of 
& her foot. What do you mean? Co- 
c lonel? and how came ſhe in ſuch a 
£ place?*— * Why, you muſt know, Sir 
40 John, ſhe ſet out on a ramble on Mon- 
44 day night, and, by the aſſiſtance of bag- 
o gage-waggons, poſt-chaiſes, conſtables, 
* ſoldiers, and puppies, ſhe, is returned 
« to Doctor Trew's.” —* I do not in the 
« leaſt comprehend your meaning, Colo- 
© nel; and beg you would immediately ex- 
plain it, for Tam upon a ra#k.'—*+© Well 
then, Sir John, to prove my merciful 
« diſpoſition,” I wilt relieve | you, as y 
« have done her.“ He then recounted to 
him what had befallen her fince her ill- 
. neſs; and concluded with Mr. Capel's 
offer, and the intereſt all her friends took 
in that gentleman s ſuit And does "The 
” receive him in 3 favourab] e mapner ! 
cried the Baronet.” “ Why fhould The 
* not! PP ſaid" the Colonel; tho he has 


4 rival of three tityes Ris fortune, and 
2 Wine 66 . 
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A very pretty fellow, J aſſure you.” — 

It was cruel in you, Colonel, not to give 
me the authentic hiſtory of her family, 


aas ſoon as you learnt it, knowing as you 
did my ſentiments of her, whilſt that was 
© obſcured, and my apprehenſions of being 


ſupplanted or prevented in her eſteem ? 


—< ] think, Sir John, it is ſome time 


„ ſince Lady Bab imparted that to you; 


and I don't find you have yet given her 
« Ladyſhip, or any of Miſs Oſmond's 
« friends, the leaſt intimation of your in- 
4 clinations; but, if you perſevere in 
« them, inſtead of diſſuading you, as I 
did formerly, I will do you all the fer- 
«* vice in my power.“ —. Spoke like a 


« friend, Colonel. But can I have the 


© vanity to hope for any ſucceſs, whilſt 
two ſuch formidable rivals pretend to 


her?. cannot flatter you with hopes, 
« Sir John, as it is impoſſible to judge 
« who will be agreeable to her; but, for 

«your comfort; no one, that has yet 


4 offered, has been ſo.” —* How are you 
© {ure of that, Colonel ?P—* From her WM 
* confeſſion, Sir.“— And are you ſo far 
” I * favoured 
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0 favoured with her confidence, Colonel! 2” 
J am fo far honoured with it, as to 
2 have the permiſſion to peruſe the letters 
« between her and Lady Bab, on the oc- 
4 caſion, and have underhand ſeen her 
. reaſons for rejecting theſe gentlemen ; 
but can ſee none againſt your making 
% an application: tho', as I ſaid before, 1 
cannot warrant ſucceſs ; ſhe is of ſuch a 
« diſpoſition, there is no forming a Judg- 
ment from her behaviour: 


Favours 10 none, to all ſhe ſmiles alles 
Off ſhe rejedts, but never once ce offends. 


« Will you accompany me to Doctor 
1 Trew s to-morrow? Or do you rather 
« chuſe your chaiſe ſhould break down at 
his, gate, or. your horſe fling you, or to 
« loſe a dog, who by inſtinct may find his 
« way thither ? I have known ſome tre- 
« mulous lovers make uſe of ſuch intro: 
« ductory ſtratagems.”—-* To be ſerious, 
Colonel, it would be more agreeable to 
© me, if you would endeavour to ſound 
her ſentiments. of me, to whom ſhe is 
« not e a ſtranger; for I could better 

, receive 


; 
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receive a repulſe from any mouth, than 


her own. Well, Sir John, hard as 


the taſk is, with Lady Bab's aſſiſtance, 
iI will undertake to perform it. In the 
* mean time keep clear of Roſamond's 


« pond.” Pray, Colonel, what puniſh 


ment have you inflicted on the vile un- 
cle?“ Deprived him of her. But 


« Miſs Oſmond, by the advice of Mr. 


Capel and others, is bringing an action 


< againſt Trailer and him, for an aſſault 


| 40 upon the highway. I learn, from emiſ- 


e faries 1 have employed to watch the 


< motions of him and his family, that his 
„Lady Mother, having had information 
of what paſſed between him and me, is 


« in dreadful apprehenſions of my ſword; 


% and, thinking a rencounter muſt be the 


« conſequence, has wheedled bim, by a 


© ſham fit of ſickneſs, into her houſe; where 
_ < every domeſtic has orders to acquaint 
her immediately with the looks and 


<« oeſtures of any perſon that demands 
& an audience of him, and to bring every 


7 letter, addreſſed to him, to her firſt, 


2 . it ſhould contain a challenge. 
4 Who 
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© Who is this Trailer, that aſſociates with 
© Oſmond, Colonel? He is,“ anſwered 
the Colonel, the only child of a wealthy 
„ uſurer, who, by furniſhing unexpe- 
<« rienced young fellows with caſh at an 
c exorbitant intereſt, . amaſſed near a 
e plumb, which he propoſed at his de- 
« ceaſe ſhould devolve to his ſon, whom 
she educated in his counting-houſe, and 
« who having a turn for intrigue, rather 
* than-arithmetic, engaged in one with 
„ his laundreſs; but, not being able to 
e obtain her conſent on the terms he pro- 
_ © poſed, he privately married her. How- 
4 ever, his behaviour ſoon reduced his 
wife to the neceſſity of revealing the 
«©, ſecret; to ſome people, or ſtarving; By 
<« this means:ſhe procured a few of the 
4 neceffaries of life, which he muſt either 
pay for, or run the riſk of his father's 
e diſpleaſure by a revelation of the ſecret 
to him. A bill being brought him one 
„day, which ſhe had contracted, and he 
«-was unwilling to diſcharge, ſo loud an 
<« altercation paſſed between him and the 
« creditor, as awakened his father, who 
8 « had 
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©« had been ſleeping in a room adjoining; 
and hearing diſtinctly all that was: ſaid 
e on both ſides, he fent immediately for 
a lawyer, and made his will, in which he 
* bequeathed all his wealth to a younger 
* brother of his own, except one thouſand 
© pounds to his ſon; and being taken 
„with an apoplexy the following day, in 
* which he expired, he had not the capa- 
« city, if he had the inclination, to re- 
tract it. This uncle of Trailer's was a 
truly worthy man; and as he was en- 
e tirely unacquainted with his brother's 
s reaſons for ſo partial and unexpected a 
_ «bequeſt, very generouſly preſented his 
e nephew with a moiety of it, and offered 
„him his only child in marriage, to 
hom he engaged at his death to give 
„the remainder. Trailer was villain 


«enough to accept this offer, and married 


* the lady, continuing his viſits to his 
„former wife, whom he had now the 


< power to bribe to ſecreſy. But ſoon 
<« launching into all kinds of extravagance 
and debauchery, he diſſipated his for- 


* tune. The old gentleman, perceiving 
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„ the courſe he was in, and that all re- 
„ monſtrances againſt it were ineffectual, 
L and having by the marriage articles put 
it out of his power to hinder his ſuc- 
* cefſion to his whole fortune, died of a 
broken heart in five years, leaving his 
u daughter one of the moſt miſerable of 
human beings: for the wretch, not ſa- 
1 tisfied with treating her in the moſt 
_ * rontemptuous manner, terrified her, by 
threats of further ill uſage, to relinquiſh 
ner jointure; and in two years after, 
joſing the greateſt part at a gaming- 
« table, returned home in ſo diabolical 


« 2 humour, that he offered to put her 


* out of his houſe; telling her, ſhe had 
no right to incumber him, for ſhe was 
not his legal wife. The ſbock this in- 


formation gave her, had the deſired 
<< effect; for the poor creature fell into 


fits, and expired; leaving a daughter 
about fix years old, whom one of her 
_ 4 mother's relations has taken to educate, 


te that time he has | ſupported himſelf 
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< that capacity only is received 


e the moſt diſſolute of mankind. 1 have 
< often been concerned, that his crimes 


Hh have hitherto eſcaped the legiſlative "7 | 
* thority; but his attempt againſt Miſs 


Oſmond's liberty coming within that, 
think he muſt ſuffer.” The Colonel 
P concluded this narrative, Sir John 
_ reminded him of his 4 promiſe, and they 
* 


CHAP. VI. 


AD Bab and Colonel 1 
highly delighted with the taſk Sir 
John Emlin had ſet them, made a viſit to 


Miſs Oſmond next day; in which the lat- 


ter, taking occaſion to mention his late, 

Interview with the baronet, the converſa- 5 
tion turned on his merit and accompliſh- 

ments; nor was Miſs Oſmond leſs reſerv- 
ed than the reſt of the company, in be- 
ſtowing encomiums on his diſtinguiſhed 
character. The Colonel declared he knew 
no foible in it, except too great diffidence 


might be deemed one. No, no great. 


« matter, 
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* matter,” cried Lady Bab; * but yet . 
% cannot allow, in ſome caſes, a conſci- 
« ouſneſs of a perlon s own deſert to be 
< blameable.”—* Nor 1,” ſaid Miſs Of- 
mond; © who think baſhfulneſs, ariſing 
from want of education, and ignorance 
© of the world, can no more be deemed 
* modeſty, than refraining from a luxu- 
© riant entertainment, when a perſon has 
© no appetite, can be called abſtemiouſ- 
* neſs. But a modeſt behaviour, proceed- 
2 ing from proper motives, merits the ap- 
plauſe of our, ſex, Jam ſure. . Well, 
Madam,“ returned the Colonel, te to you 
« ] appeal, who are fo judicious a diſtin- 
5 guiſher, Whether my aſſertion of Sir 
John is right, or not. He is now about 
6 ſeven-and-twenty ; and, having always. 
e entertained a good opinion of, che mar- 
« riage ſtate, has been theſe two years 
cc looking round the world for à ſuitable 
by partner in it; but! never, till very lately, 
« met with a woman, whom his inclina- 
« tion and reaſon could approve as ſuch; 
« and now the faultleſs fair-one is found, 
2 and has given birth to the moſt ardent 
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and delicate paſſion : : the: ſublime idea 
„he has of her deſert, and great diffi - 
_ © dence. of his own, deters him from re- 
* vealing it to her, for fear of a repulſe, 
* and rendets his life unhappy. Will you 
not allow, that a better opinion of his 
on qualifications is neceſſary in this 
caſe?— I allow, Sir, it would be 
more for his eaſe; but if the lady be of 
my ſentiment, ſhe will rather eſteem him 
for a reſpectful timidity, than a forward 
© freedom of behaviour. Eſteem him!” 
Cried Lady Bab. How ſhould ſhe ſuſpect 
e that he deſires her eſteem, when he has 
not the complaiſance to tell her ſo? I. 
have no notion a a lover like Mrs. 
< Cibber's ſtatues.”—* I think,” ſaid Miſs 
Oſmond, © from what I have heard and 
© ſeen of Sir John Emlin, he appears to 
© be as free from faults, and as likely to 
© attract the regard of a woman of merit, 
© as any of his ſex, could he be acquitted 


© of the imputation of fickleneſs.— Has 


any perſon, Madam,” ſaid the Colonel, 
* affixed ſuch to him?”—* I cannot ſay 


© they have, Sir; but I may infer it from 


1 Lady 
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Lady Bab's account of him, when we 
© ſaw him at Vauxhall.“ “ I know what 
you mean,“ ſaid her ladyſhip; „but 


I was quite miſinformed, as to that 


_— affair.“ The arrival of other company ; 
broke of this conference, and the topic 


was not reſumed that day. On the ſuc- 
ceeding one, Colonel L 


him to the Earl's, where he paſſed a 


fortnight, in which time he had frequent 
interviews with the amiable object of his 
affections; each of which tended to in- 
creaſe his eſteem, and excite the higheſt 


opinion of him in her. One evening, after 


Lady Bab and Miſs Oſmond had been 
walking an hour by themſelves, he thought 
the latter treated him with unuſual reſerve; 
and conſtruing it into a bad omen, was 
very uneaſy. He took the firſt opportu- 
nity of aſking her Ladyſhip, if ſhe could 


account for Miſs Oſmond's reſerve: ſay- 


ing, he feared it proceeded from ſome 


dillike to him. Lady Bab, having col- 


countenance, 


made a re- 
port of it to Sir John Emlin; who was ſo 
far encouraged by it, as to return with 


lefted her whole ſock of gravity into her 
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- countenance, replied; «T would adviſe. 
you, Sir John, to retire to your Hun- 

„ tingdonſhire ſeat, where you may be 
_ rented with willows of all ſizes, to 
Fo. chuſe a proper one, on which to make 
| « your decent exit; for ſhe has poſitively 
d declared to me, ſhe ſhould reje& your 
1 <« ſuit, if offered.” The chagrin he ſuf- 
fered from this ſpeech appearing viſibly 
in his countenance, and the faultring ac- 
cent in which he demanded her objections, 

induced Lady Bab to relate all that had 
paſſed between her and Miſs Ofmond, re- 


1 lative to him. 


CHAP. vn. 


A D Y Barbara had 3 * 
Miſs Oſmond from the reſt of the 


company, and made Sir John Emlin the 
- ſubject of their diſcourſe; in the courſe of 
which, Miſs Oſmond aſked how long he 


had been acquainted with the lady Colo- 
nel I. had mentioned. 1 cannot 
exactly aſcertain the time, returned 
the; de but 1 believe not many months. 


Long 


1 
1 
'Þ 
* 
} 

! 
- 
; 


Tut BROTHERS. 


192 


Long enough, tho', I ſhould think, to 


* diſcern merit ſo conſpicuous as his.” 


Indeed I am of your Ladylhip's opi- 
F nion; and ſee no occaſion for ſuch appre- 


_ © henſions as his friend intimates.'—* I 
© have, a great mind,” ſaid Lady Bab, 


« to tell him what you ſay. nn That 
| © would not be dealing quite fairly with 
me; ſince your Ladyſhip muſt be ſenſible 
that I ſhould not have delivered my ſen- 
« timents:ſo freely to any other perſon, nor 


of him at all, were he not circum- 


| © ſtanced as he is.'—** Well then, child, 
<« as affairs are, would you be his advo- 
<« cate, if you had any influence with his 
favourite laſs?“ “ I really would. 
« He is much obliged to you. But ſup- 


«poſe, inſtead of requiring your ſolicita- 
<« tions, he ſhould addreſs you, on the re- 
e port of your favourable opinion?“ 


© Why, Madam, that would forfeit it 


© at once. You are an unaccount- 
& able girl, to applaud a man's character, 
* and think him worthy the acceptance 


"i * of a woman of the higheſt merit, _ 
„ and 
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« and yet take a declaration of lovefrom 
<« him as an offence,” — © Your ladyſhip 


: 8 6 8 * 


. : 


nity of performing that office, ſhould do 


A 


3 


ſuſpect him capable of dividing: his heart, 
I ſhould beg leave to be excuſed, think- 


6 


- 


« Propoſals of every one, who has had a 


prior paſſion for another? If ſo, you 
06 


© tend ſo far, neither, Lady Bab. All I 


o would ſay, is, that a man, who can 
« eaſily transfer his affections to different 


K 


objects, is, in my opinion, unworthy 


8 him, whoſe name 1 was to wear; and 


8 Vo 3 K © not 


mutt give me leave to i up this point. 
If you and the Colonel have repreſented 
his caſe fairly, I ſuppoſe him worthy my 
recommendation; and had I the opportu- 


it with pleaſure: but if, after all, you 
ing it of little worth to any body. 


9 Thou art a romantic girl. Pray, my 
e dear, have you determined to reject the 


might as well have entered a convent at 
* Blois.“ My meaning does not ex- 


the regard 1 ſhould chuſe to have for 


Jam not ſo vain as to imagine my- 
ſelf capable of retaining an heart accuſ- 
25 tomed to range; and therefore would 


ö 
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< not attempt the experiment. And 
4 fo, if Sir John Emlin offered his, you 
* would reject it? Give me leave to 
© ſay, I never heard your ladyſhip talk 
* inconſiſtently before; but, for your ſa- 


tisfaction in that point, I declare that I 


© ſhould: and know not whether I have. 
not ſome reaſon to be offended by a con- 
trary ſuppoſition.”—* Indeed, my dear, 
you take me in too ſerious a ſenſe, I 

* pitched upon the ſubject for chat ſake, 
„ but, ſince we have carried it ſo far, 


you would oblige me, if you would tell 


0 me your objections to his perſon, for- 


< tune, or character.“ In compliance 


with your ladyſhip s humour, I will 
© confeſs his perſon is agreeable, his for- 
tune far above my expectations or deſert, 


and his character hitherto unexception- 
able; but, as I never propoſe changing 
my condition without the concurrence 
of my whole heart, I muſt not have the 


bably, a more deſerving object. 


4 8 
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leaſt ſuſpicion that ? ſupplant another, 
or participate my huſband's, with, pro- 
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The gentlemen joining the ladies, no- 
thing more paſſed on the ſubject on either 
ſide. However, enough had been ſaid to 
awaken Miſs Oſmond's ſuſpicion; who 
could not avoid remarking the particular 
reſpect with which Sir John treated her; | 
ll and which would not have been diſpleaſ- 
ing, had not the notion of inconſtancy in 
his diſpoſition given a check to the fa- 
vourable ſentiments ariſing in her mind 
towards him, and to which muſt be im- 
Puted the conſtraint of her behaviour. 


CHAP. mm | 


g ö Miſs Oſmond, To Lady Faſter, 
Dated from the Earl's, | 
n — 
AS have, by a pacquet, given you a 1 
I punctual and circumſtantial account 
of all that has happened ſince my late de- 
liverance, even as far as the laſt odd con- 
verſation with. the Colonel and Lady 
Barbara, about Sir John Emlin; I am 
now going to relate ſomething which has 
happened ſince, and is likely to prove a 
| K 2 Ver y - 7 
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very ſerious and intereſting affair, I will 


endeavour to ſet down the whole as it 
paſſed, not omitting even the words of all 


the Parties engaged in the dialogue you 
are going to hear, and to which 4 would 


have you imagine yourſelf preſent. 
Your ladyſhip s conjecture of the reaſon 


of that gentleman's viſit to The Willows, 


his aſſiduity, during my reſidence here, to 
make himſelf particularly agreeable to me, 
though he is always agreeable. to all; 


but eſpecially the laſt perplexing and fift- 


ing .converſation of the colonel and the 
lady with me about him, led me to appre- 
Hend, I might expect, ſome time or other, 
an application from that quarter: but I 


did not expect it would happen fo ſoon, or 


in the manner it did. It came upon me 
all on a ſudden, and left me no time for 
taking meaſures: and to that cauſe you 
will pleaſe to impute it, if you find I have 
ſaid or done any thing amiſs, I was ſitting 


alone in one of the . in the garden, 


mung on many things, and among others, 
perhaps, upon Sir John; for I need not be 


LOW afraid to ſay, that the idea of him 
Was 
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was no ſtranger ro my thoughts, and often 
intruded, whether I gave it welcome, or 
not; and, by often coming, had contracted 
a ſort of familiarity with my ſolitudes : | 
J was, I ſay, engaged in this train of 
thinking, when that gay thing, Lady Bab, 
broke in upon me, with Sir John in her 


hand, and this fpeech in her mouth : 


Here: I have brought you the ſtrangeſt 
« creature in the univerſe; a man, over 
„ head and ears in love with you; and 


„yet unable, tho” his life depends upon it, 
& to tell you ſo. He thinks, he dreams, 
he talks, he looks, he admires, he ima- 


= 


* 


« you. Though I have told him, you 


* had confeſſed to me the higheſt ſenti- 
ments of his perſon and accompliſh- 
„ ments, and had even offered to be his 


advocate with the worthieſt of women, 
if you had intereſt and acquaintance 


f 


7 with ſuch, under the character of the 


K 3 vWorthieſt 


gines, he breathes, nothing but you, 
„and about you; and all this while he 
4 lives in ſuch a frozen climate, that his 
« words, tho' iſſuing from an heart all on 
«© fire, are congealed before they can reach 
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La 
* 


1 
* 


worthieſt of men; yet I was obliged by 
almoſt force of arms to drag him to 
this interview, and declaration, that he 


begs your addreſs, and all your endear- 


ing irreſiſtible arts of perſuaſion, to en- 
gage the favour of that worthieſt of your 
ſex, on which his whole future happi- 
neſs turns. The lady is of your moſt 
intimate acquaintance z and if you da 
not know her by this deſcription, you 

need but ſhew it to all your acquaint- 
ance, and they will immediately tell 
you, it is yourſelf : at leaſt, this love- 


ſick ſoul would do fo, if he could find 


the uſe of ſpeech ;, or rather, if he could 


find words expreſſive of his fond idea. 
It is true, he has ſeen you but a few 
months, but he has loved out whole 
ages in that time; he has ſighed, and 


vwiſhed, and raved, and talked, ts bim- 
* ſelf, enough to fill a folio volume; but 
the ſighs were ſo real, and the wiſhes ſo 
pure, and ſo ardent, as to be enough 


to, weigh down the whole library of 
romantic paſſion and adventure. My 


fellow was a bluſterer, a ſoldier, you 
„ know; 
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0 know; ſo I was obliged to take ſome 
« years to break him to uſe ; but this is 
« the ſofteſt tendereſt-mouthed thing in 
* the world; he is broke to your hands, 
« and you may nd bim with a thread 
e which way you will.“ I know not, 
Lady Bab, whether you act quite fairly 


with me, when you divulge my ſenti- 
ments of this gentleman, which were 


drawn from me when I was not under 


4 
64 
the leaſt ſuſpicion. of their having amy 
* 


relation to myſelf. However, I have 
© no reaſon to retract, or bluſh at them, 
© fince they are the ſame with thoſe of all 
the worthy part of his acquaintance. 

_ © Beſides, particular obligation makes one 
© quicker to diſcern, and more willing to 
© do juſtice to the merit of the obliger; 

and I am under the greateſt to this gen- 

© tleman, for his generous reſcue of me 


© from the moſt unfortunate and afflictive 


ſituation; and I fear I havebeen wanting 
in my reſpects for ſo affecting a fa-- 
'© your, — * Alas! Madam,“ ſaid he,. 
at the inſtant I was made the happy in- 
6 — of giving you liberty, J loſt: 
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my own: but, far from defiring tobe paid 


in kind, I am undone, if you do not 


keep me ſtil] your willing priſoner, and 
66 permit all that is compaſſionate and ge- 
* nerous in you to draw the chain 1 
12 cloſer, till it brings me quite to you.“ — 

< Well ſet oft !* ſaid the humorous lady. ©1 


« proteſt I did not think it had been in him · 


No” « What a power have we women over thoſe 


pieces of clock-work, the men, to make 


them ſtand ſtill, or go on and ſtrike the 
hours! Now the thing has begun to tick, 
I fancy I may] leave it to its own motion.“ 
And fo ſaying, away ſhe went. I refumed-- 
« I was ſpeaking, Sir, of my obligations 


« to you: the reaſon I ſo rudely refuſed - 


the kind offer of your conduct to my 
8. guardian, was a wrong account of your 
% gaiety, and want of principle in the pur- 
e ſuit of women, given me innocently by 


« Mr. Haws, and ſuggeſted to him by a 


4 10 villain, for the purpoſe of making me 
decline your protection, and accept 


of that which might be more eaſily 


_« eluded. Under this prepoſſeſſion, what- 
e ever ſentiments. of you. I Mſg have 


L enter- 
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entertained from your converſation and 
behaviour, I did not think myſelf at 
liberty to attend to them; ſince the 
moſt agreeable man of that character 
could be nothing to me. Your diſ- 
tant behaviour at Vauxhall, and the 
reaſon of it aſſigned by the company; a 
reſverie about a girl you had picked up 
upon the road, and was fallen deſpe- 
rately in love with; all conſpired to 


paint your morals in the ſame odious- 


light. Yeſterday's converſation, indeed, 
had cleared up that matter: But Lady 
Bab, after ſhe had led me to do juſtice 
to the qualities you are maſter of, ſtill 
left upon you the ſtain of inconſtancy, 
* by aſking me firſt, if F would intercede 
for you with a worthy lady; and then, 
whether I would accept you, if yo 
ſhould change your love for that of the 
interceſſor herſelf. I anſwered, with 
ſome degree of indignation at the ſug- 
geſtion, that. I would not give à hear- 
ing to the propoſal of a divided or 
changing _y Whatever came along 
with it. *— If that, Madam, is the 
only bar to my happineſs,” replied. he,, 
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] am the happieſt creature in the world. 


My heart never was, and never can be, 


Mp A 


. 5 . 


— 


« plexities, which your diſguiſe of name, 


and other circumſtances and accounts, 
_ © threw me into, plead my excule for the 


delay of my declaration; but at the fame 
A time they give a juſtneſs to my preten- 
e ſions, which aimed at ſuch a one as 
e Miſs Oſmand really is, the pureſt and 
moſt ingenuous of women; and would 
haye bebn unworthy of her, if they could 
have been proſtituted to Phœbe Prado, 


under the character of looſeneſs, or 


fickleneſs of conduct. Poſſeſſed of all 
os the materials for happineſs, except that — 


+. which was to crown or poiſon all; I 
* was not n in "OY purſuit, or 


Tos 


any other's but yours: you fill it all, 
and there is no room, but for your 
dear ſelf. Your i image firſt took its ſeat 
there, and never can be removed thence, 
_ a drop of vital blood remains in 
Lou were the perſon, degradingly 
called the girl, pick'd up upon the 
road, from nobody knows where, who 
c filled my thoughts when alone, and my 
b « converſation in company. The very per- 


s + eaſy | 


„ 
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© eaſy in my choice, of a perſon of ſuch 
concern to all my joys in life: but o 
no purpoſe, till adventure brought me 
_ © to your acquaintance. At ſight, I loved 
with paſſion; and from further converſe 
and knowledge, I loved with reaſon. 1 
could not wean my ſoul from its fond- 
neſs, when every appearance, but your 
+ own, was againſt it, I ſtood the raillery, 
© I withſtood the remonſtrances, of my 

© beſt friends; J refuſed to liſten to thoſe 
of my own mind. I faid' a thouſand 
times to myſelf, It is impoſſible l Vice 
and impurity, intrigue and difingenuity,. 
never wore that ſhape.. If they could, 
dur notions of good and bad muſt be J 
. re and loft ;: and earth, nay hell, 
might be heaven, and ſenſe, and judg- ; 
290 mem, and apprehenſion, be confounded 
in one univerſalmiſtake Not leſs fearful: 
than deſirous to know the truth, I made 
*< enquiry every- where, and every · where 
dteaded the reſult of my own enquiries. 
In the mean time I was diſtracted with 
+ jealouſy of every one that did, or might,, 
* * you ;: and concluded every one 
Im | 8 7 E muſtt 
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* muſt be my rival, who could ſee and 
cConverſe with you; and blamed thoſe 


« delays, which might make another the 


« happieſt, and me the moſt wretched, of 


men. In return, Sir“ anſwered J, 
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for the kind things you have been 


pleaſed to ſay, it is juſtice to give you 
that eaſe, if it is one, that IJ have not 
complied with any of thoſe offers, 
which you may have heard have been 
made me, tho* quite unexceptionable 


in the judgment of ſome of my friends. 


But I have always thought, that ſome- | 
thing more than being without excep- 
© tion, is required: to conſtitute the hap- 
1 pineſs of the union you are ſpeaking of; 
* and that, as the firſt pair were made 

for each other, ſo all ſuited pairs ever 

ſince are conſtituted for their reſpective | 


unions; and fome inviſible power, in its 


proper time, directs. the choice. 


If the power cannot be ſeen, Madam,“ 
fad he, I am ſure it can be felt: I feel 


it, at this inſtant, acting irreſiſtibly upon 
e every faculty of my ſoul. O! that there 
. vas a window in that fair boſom, that 
Ci _—_ 
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«<1 might ſee what paſſes there VP Tf 
3 chere was, Str, you might Ser ſee 
nothing there that would greatly diſ- 
6e pleaſe you. But whatever ſentiments 
and inclinations may be there, they can 
be of no ſervice to you, without the 


e ſanction of two parents, one my natu- 


ral one, abroad; the other, at home; 


* who, tho? not ſo by my birth, will ever 

#6 be ſo in my reſpect and Neüre to her 
judgment and authority. You mean 
Lady Foſter, Madam. The higheſt 


favour. J can at preſent aſk of you, is 


„ „ 


— 
ca 
4 


to indulge the pleaſing hope of a name, 
which I ſhall value above that of kings.“ 


a 4 


l believe my countenance expreſſed na- 
| e that was forbidding; and I was juſt 

going to ſay ſomething—when our fan- 
ciful lady returned with her lap full of 


fruit; ſaying, as ſhe entered, © Well, all 


is over by this time, I ſuppoſe. Is it 
« not?” He anſwered, the lady had been 


ſo 


your conſent to my conſulting thoſe dear 
relations on the occaſion, and your per- 
miſſion to think myſelf, in the mean 
time, your admitted humble ſervant, an 
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ſo good as to permit him to conſult her 


. © Come, then, ſaid ſhe, © in my 


« preſence, kiſs her hand,” And upon his 


matching it, and n upon it ſome 


moments, ſhe cried out, Bleſs me ! the 
man takes it with a witneſs, as if it was 


o baue and to bold. No, no; this buſi- 
+ neſs muſt end with a. more ſerious face, 


© becoming the dignity and ſolemnity of 

the parties. Come hither ; this is Eden, 
+ and you are the couple placed in it. 
60 you, Mr. Adam, at a reſpectful 


+ Giſtance, this way; and you, Madam 


Eve, appear with modeſt ſtate as far as 
4 I lead you. Now, Sir, I will ſuppoſe 
you have ſaid all the proper things out 

2 ee. and have pronounced 


Giver of all meg ff, but faireſt this. 1 


Of all thy gifts $12 
Ko « Now for be.. | 


© She heard me thus; and tho? divinely brooght, 
©" Yet anocence and virgin modeſly, 

Her virtue, and the conſcience of: her worth, 
That would be woo'd, and not unſought be won, 


5 | Wrought in her ſo, that, ſeeing me, ſhe turn'd. 
+ Now turn — > tte, 93 
fol. 
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— | follow'd her — ; 
"Mm That's your part. Why does not the man 
* move after her?? 


1 follow'd her. She \ was what 1 knew, | 
And, with obſequious majeſty, ic ade 5 
My pleaded reaſon— 


© So—enough for this time : L vill not 
yet carry you to the bower. As you 
are got into a Paradiſe of your own or 
my making, here, eat ſome of the fruits 
of this delicious garden; and if they 
muſt not make you immortal, may they 
be the beginning of a happineſs which 
may laſt as long as your lives.'— 
And thus, my dear lady, ended this odd b 
ſcene. You perceive you are likely to 
receive a letter or viſit from Sir John; 
and I, perhaps, may have the unſpeakable _ 
ſatisfaction of a letter, perhaps of the 
| preſence of my dear e on this oc- 
cCaſion. 
When Doctor Trew joined us, Sir J bs, 
in a converſation with him and me, beg- 
ged leave to offer his opinion concern- 
ing the action laid againſt my uncle and 


c 
6 
„ 
* 
c 


„ * 


1 Trailer, which he thought would be 


eus rapped than ; prolientes. 3 giving 15 
or 
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for his reaſon, that ladies Charafters met 
with very little delicacy in public courts 
of juſtice ; and the victory over ſuch 
wretches, would ill compenſate for the 
liberties which would be taken with my 
reputation, both in and out of court; and 
that no one would chuſe to be the public 
talk at taverns and tea-tables, merely for 
the ſake of a little revenge. The doctor 
coming into the ſame opinion, I ordered 
the action to be withdrawn. I am 


My deareſt guardian * 
Moſt devoted, and 
Obedient humble ſervant, 
PnœE Os8Monn. 


CHAP. 8 * 


8 0 1 Foſter, To Miſs Oſmond, 


The Willows, 


ef "My dear Ward, July 29> 1757: 


Was equally e's, and pleaſed with 
the contents of your laſt letter; and 


: 7 one, Which I have received on the ſub.. 
ject, from Sir John Emlin. As far as 
human foreſight can reach, his propoſal 


appears 


* 
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appears very promiſing of happineſs to 
you both: I therefore do not heſitate in 
.. exerciſing the authority your good parent 
has impowered me with, in adviſing your 
acceptance of his offer, or in granting 
him the legal conſent he requires. It may 
be ſome time before your father's anſwer 
can arrive; and fince I am certain the 
match would be perfectly agreeable to his 
inclinations, can ſee no reaſon for delay- 
ing it, but much for its ſpeedy accom- 
pliſhment; by which means you would 
oblige the moſt deſerving of his ſex, and 
difconcert any malevolent ſcheme of your 
wicked uncle's. As I propoſe ſeeing you 
in a few days, I defer what I have fur- 
ther to add upon this head till chat happy 
eee. greatly deſired by: | 


+ 7 Your ever faithful, duch 

WOT n CO. affectionate friend, 
OY "oy 1 M. Fosrzs | 
42115 ian Hrs 8 


8. I incloſe two Mare, which are 
ante 3H WED arrived bete. e 
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To the Honourable Mes. Folter u. 
FOND The Willows, 5 $7 


"Mata. 
July 27, 1757. 


C Am ſupertatively + obliged to my dear 
A aunt, for her preſent, and for per- 
ſuading my papa to make the purchaſe 
for Mr. Craven, which he has promiſed 
to do the firſt opportunity; but at this 
time the commiſſions are all filled up. 
The camp has been broke up ſome days; 
and I have taken leave of Mr. Craven, 


who is now on board a tranſport, going 
-no-body knows where: ſo I propoſe re- 


turning to my papa; and ſhall be im- 
menſely glad to get into company again; 


for I could not exiſt a month in the way L 
have been forced to live; ſnut out from 


ſociety, in a paltry apartment, in a vil- 


ſtirring out of my hovel, as if I had bn 


TY an 


lage, where there was no more converſa - 
tion or diverſion g going forward, than at 
Oak-hall: and the ſayage inhabitants 
ſtared, and pointed at me, if I attempted 
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an outlandiſh monſter. Mr. Craven was 


fo taken up with attending on brigade 


guards, town guards, and I know not 
_ what, that he might as well have been in 
North America, for what I ſaw of him; 


but he is deplorably altered; and fo it was 


no great matter, I had ſet my heart upon 
going to a horſe-race, ſome miles diſtant, 
and dancing amongſt a few rational ani- | 
mals, when the odious rout came, and 
prevented me. I verily believe I ſhall de- 
teſt the word rout as long as I breathe, 
for this vexatious diſappointment. How- 
ever, as it is not neceſſary for Mr. Craven 
to drag me after him, where he is now go- 


5 ing, I think myſelf vaſtly lucky in hay- 
ing an opportunity of returning to the 


Pleaſures of the town, from which I have 


been ſo long debarred: though, with mm 


papa's permiſſion, I ſhould be infinitely 
happy to pals this ſeaſon at Tunbridge ; 
and if you will propoſe that delightful 
ſcheme to him, that is, prevail with him 
to furniſh me. with money for that occa- 
ſioa, I will do myſelf the honour to take 


» 


© OP EIS ß — — 


212 Tur BROTHE RS. 


your houſe in my Way. In the mean time, 
I remain 


Your: moſt obſequious, 
humble ſervant, 


D. CRAVEN. 
To Mrs. Horton, 
e Portſmith, _ 
Deer Madem, Guly the twente fix. 


Am waſtely obledged to you for yure 
good whiſhes, and i hops i ſhal be 
happye won tim or an orthar withe Mr. 
Tricker. i was marred to him guſt befor 


we quidted hour laſt quartars, but my 
lady himportoned me to ſta withe her, 
bein amonk ſtrangejarrs, ſo i did not goe © 


to kamp. i doat my lady wil hafe enuff 


to do to pleſe her ſpowſe, he is ſo vary dif- 


fecul. You nows ſhe is not the moſt han- 
ſumiſt lady in the you-no-verſe, and he 
was corntinally finden fawlt withe her par- 


ſon, ſo that i coed nevar dreſs her to his 


' faterfakſhun, bekaws here was a cornats 
lady in the ſam kamp how is natſhrilly 


gentile and mow, and was angria that i 
coed ; 


5 9 
1 
. 
* 
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coed not maek her look as {marte as Mrs. 
H. Mr. Tricker is gone with our 


ragment on a ſeekright xpedition, and for 


that reſon they take no woemen with them, 
my maſter, onter new (i hafe larnt ſome 
French of my ſpowſe), is ſo cole to my 
lady that ſhe dus not ſims muche conſarn- 
ed aboat him, but i am vary low-ſparited 
at the looſe of my huſbin, but wen thare 
onnars the curnalls and genrals go, we 
leetel pepel mult not cumplane : ſo, hog- 
ping to lee you ſoon, i remane 
Lure lofing frend, 
tel death, 
Apical en 


1 the firſt 4 Auguſt, Lady F ofter 
arrived at Doctor Trew's, where ſhe paſſed 4 
two days; and returning ſuitable thanks to 


him, and his quality friends, for their 


kindneſs to her ward, ſhe took Sir John 
Emlin, the Doctor, his niece, and Miſs 
Oſmond, to her Richmond houſe; Mrs. 


Curtis declining her invitation. Mrs. 


Mortimer, being informed of her r | 
in V and DON: herielt well enough 
=. . 
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do bear the motion of a vehicle, waited 
upon her there, accompanied by her ſon; 
when ſhe highly applauded her niece's 
conduct, and ſaid, tho* Miſs Oſmond had 
alledged unanſwerable reaſons againſt ſo 
near an affinity, ſhe ſhould ever retain a 
maternal tenderneſs and affection for her. 
Mr. Mortimer confeſſed it was with great 
reluctancy that he obeyed her injunc- 
tions; but the ſincere regard he had for 
her happineſs, and the indiſputable merit 
of the gentleman ſhe preferred, afforded” 
him a degree of ſatisfaction in his acqui- 
eſcence. Sir John, ſenſible of his diſap- 
pointment, and the violence he muſt have 
done to his inclinations, endeavoured to 
render himſelf as agreeable as poſlible 
carefully avoiding all appearance of a fa- 
voured rival, or any particularity towards 
Miſs Oſmond. At parting, Mr. Mortimer 
took each by the hand, called them his 
dear couſins, and, in ſcarce articulate 
| ſounds, wiſhed them happy; ſaying, he 
was going to make the tour of England, 
and, in all probability, ſhould not have an 


opportunity of 1 them again before 
he 
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he ſet out. - 


ther, leaving the lovers much affected by 


his behaviour. It was debated, whether 
Sir John ought not to return his viſit next 
3 day, and carried in the negative; as his 
| laſt words ſeemed a prohibition ; and the 
family in general were of opinion, that it 


was proper to defer this civility, till his 


return from the excurſion he mentioned, 


which might reſtore his ſpirits and peace 
of mind, apparently hurt by an unſuc- 


ceſsful paſſion. On the ſixth of Auguſt, 


Doctor Trew was ſummoned to officiate 
at the nuptials of Colonel L-— and Lady 


Barbara, who choſe the ceremony ſhould 
be performed by him, at his pariſh-church, 


| in preſence only of the Earl and Counteſs : 
and next day the following billet came to 
Sir John Emlin. 


Lord — Library, 

Dear Sir John, or 7, 1957. 
FOU are requeſted to march the whole 
company, now quartered at Lady 
F oſter” 8, hither, on the 8th Inſtant, by 


two 


He burſt into tears, and 
flung bimſelf into the coach after his mo- 
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two at noon, to ſalute the bride, and con- 
gs the happieſt of mankind : need 


1 add, 
Avevsry: L— 
CHAP. 


N compliance with the Colonel's invi- 
tation, Lady Foſter and her family 


went to the Earl's; and, about ſix in the 


evening, whilſt they were engaged in the 


moſt agreeable converſation, Sir John 


Emlin was informed, that a gentleman, 


who had been ſeeking him at Richmond, 
being directed hither, was waiting in the 
hall to ſpeak with him. Upon which he. 
left rhe room, and the ſtranger delivered . 
him a letter, which he faid required an 


immediate anſwer. On peruſing it, « a 


4 verbal one,“ ſaid he, will do. 1 beg, 


Sir, you would- give my compliments 


« to Mr. Oſmond, and 1 will wait upon 
5 him, at his own houſe, before the time 
« mentioned in the morning,” 2? The Co- 
lonel, paſſing thro*, the room, heard this 
meſſage z and, aſtoniſhed at it, aſked Sir 


John 


letter he had received, which contained 


a challenge from Mr. Oſmond, to meet 
him in Hyde-Park, by fix next morning, 
indited in the uſual ſtyle of ſuch invita- | 
tions, and leaving him the choice of his 
weapons. And do you intend,” faid 
che Colonel, after reading it, to ho- 
« gour ſuch a ſcoundrel wich a compli- 
" ance with his requeſt ?”—* T propoſe,” 
: anſwered Sir John, ſeeing him, and ex- 
> poſtulating with him.“ — “ Nay, Sir 


A. John, it you. propoſe meeting an enemy, 
92 UW made deſperate by vice and diſappoint- ; 
ec ment, 1 muſt attend you, to ſee there is 
d * no foul play. W 1 would by no means, 
ad 1 Colonel, interrupt your felicity, by en- 
a © gaging you in an affair of this nature; 
2  . and beg you would think no more about 
8 Ait, till you hear from me: 1 mike no 
) 


<< 'happijnels to me, to fuſpect you are in 
K bo * $ danger; 
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John, the occaſion of it. You will ſee 
e in this,” anſwered he; giving him the 


doubt bur matters will be adjuſted with- 
d out blood-ſned, and that T ſhall return 
a hither by anner de morrd x Indeed, 
Sir John, it will be a total ſuſpenſion of 


- 
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« danger; and therefore, if you would 
6 8 me, ſuffer me to be of your party. 


No ſeconds are mentioned, Colonel; 
„ nor, as I intend proceeding, ſhall I 
* need any; and 1 muſt inſiſt upon your 


CL leaving me to act for myſelf 1 in this caſe. 
e Tn the mean time, let us return to the 
company, leſt our abſence ſhould oc- 
e caſion ſuſpicion; for I would not, for 
< this world's wealth, give Miſs Oſmond 
© the leaſt cauſe to ſuſpect what has 
« paſſed.” On their joining the reſt of 


the company, the Colonel endeavoured to 


reſume his gaiety; ; but reflections on 
che natural ſallies of his vine In che 
morning, when the family met at break - 
faſt, they were informed, Sir John was. 
rode out; and left word, if he was not re- 
rurned by three o clock, he ſhould dine 


in town, After breakfaſt, the gentlemen 


and ladies, by joint conſent, adjourned to 
the library, where each took a book for 


their ſeparateamuſement; but the Colonel's 


thoughts, engaged on his. friend's expedi- 
tion, vod not be diſipated; ny he 
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| ſoon threw aſide his, and ſauntered alone 
into the gardens. The others were ſo en- 
tertained with the authors they had ſelect. 
ed, that they continued peruſing them til! 


near two o'clock; when a ſervant of Sir 


John Emlin's entered the room, pale and : 


breathleſs; who addreſſed the Earl, with, 
« I hope yaur lordſhip will pardon my 


* intruſion; but I came for your lordſhip's 
4% advice, how to proceed againſt a gen- 
ce tleman, who, I believe, nan killed my 
4 maſter.” The conſternation this ſpeech 
_ occaſioned was ſuch, that the whole com- 


pany dropp'd their books; the blood for- 


| fook the ladies cheeks, and the Earl was 
ſearce able to demand the meaning of it: 


but at laſt, having aſked the fellow wha; 


grounds he had for ſuch a conjecture; he | 

_ replied, © My lord, as I was guſting the 
clothes his honour wore yeſterday, a * 

Wa... paper fell out of bis coat- pocket, which 


found was a challenge from Mr. Of- 
mond, to meet him in Hyde- park this 


* morning; and thinking from his going 


© ut” ſo early, unattended, that he de- 


| Y * Ggied accepting it, 1 immediately rode 


L 2 * to 
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« to the place appointed for their meeting; 


© where perceiving all quiet, and being 


|< affured there had been no rencounter 
there, I proceeded to Dover- ſtreet, from 
<* whence the challenge was dated, to learn 


what I could of the challenger; and 


< was told in the neighbourhood, that a 
© tragical affair had happened at Lady 
Oſmond's houſe, and two gentlemen 
« were ſuppoſed to be mortally wounded, 
< one of which came, early in the morn- 
ing, to ſpeak with Mr. Oſmond. At 
this account I went to my maſter's houſe, 


and none of the ſervants giving me any 


« tidings of his honour, I tramped about 
© to every Coffee-houſe, and publick place 
« where he uſed to refort, without being 
© able to gain any intelligence of him; ſo 
I came back to acquaint your lordſhip 
« with my ſuſpicions.” Before the ſervant 


had got to the end of his tale, Miſs Of 
J mond was conveyed into her chamber, in 
a lifeleſs condition, and the Colonel was 


returned into the library; who having 
ſome reaſon to credit the fellow's ſurmiſe, 
ſet out immediately for town, promiſing 
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to ſend the family the earlieſt intelligence 

of his friend. None arriving that night, 
the Earl's houſhold, and Doctor Trew's, 
. it in | anxiety and ſuſpenſe. 


CHAP. XI. 


Ogg Trew, no "lk anxious os the 

. Baronet's fate than any one at the 
Earl's, went thither by day-break, and was 
told, no account from the Colonel was 


come; and that Lady Foſter and Lady 
Barbara, tho' both ſtrongly affected with 
the worſt of apprehenſions for Sir John, 
had ſet up the whole night, endeavouring 
to conſole Miſs Oſmond. About an hour 
after his arrival, this letter « came to Lady : 
Barbara, | 


Bond ſtreet, Auguſt 10. 

5 in the Morning. 

Have the pleaſure to inform my dear 
Lady Bab, and our friends, that Sir 
Tolin Emlin Will ane wich cem to. day, 


N 5 ROSS 
The 
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The contents of this note greatly re- 
lieved his anxious friends, who, on the 
gentlemens appearance, expreſſed a deſire 
to know what had detained Sir John, and 
given riſe to his ſervant's alarm. He in- 
formed them, that he vas met upon the 
road by four horſe-men, and an empty 


5 poſt-chaiſe: that one of the men, who 


had a crape over his face, inſiſted on his 
diſmounting, which he refuſed; and by 
their attack ſuppoſing their intention was 
to rob him, drew a piſtol from his hol- 

ſters; which another, who was placed be- 
hind him, knocked out of his hand, with 
the handle of his whip; and after making 
all the reſiſtance he was able, he was over- 
powered, and forced into the chaiſe, after 
blindfolding him, and faſtening his 
hands, One of the men placed himſelf 
next him, and drew up the canvas, Sir 
John aſked his companion the meaning of 
this treatment, and whither they were car. 
rying him? He replied, * You will meet 
* with no worſe than rhis; but it is neeeſ< 
« fary you ſhould be our priſoner, at leaſt 
ſome hours. We are neither robbers nor 
8 A © aflaflins, 
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t aſſaſſins, and only obey the commands 
«* of a lady, to whom you are more 
5 obliged than you apprehend, as you 
may one time or other have the grati- 
<* tude to acknowledge. In the mean time 
] am not at liberty to give you any fur- 
ther information.” Nor could he get a 
' ſyllable more from him till he alighted, + 
and was led into a houſe, and up a ſtair- 
caſe, into a room, with the ſhutters cloſed, 
and a fire and. candles burning; when the 
man with the crape unbound his eyes and 
hands, and placed a table with chocolate 9 
before him, deſiring him to refreſh him- * 6 
ſelf, whilſt he attended his lady for fur- | 
ther orders; and, locking the door, made 
his exit. Now would I give a Joint of 
my little finger, laid Lady Bab, to 
know who. this lady was, and how the 
wi romantic adventure concluded. For my 
AS if I were Miſs Oſmond, 1 ſhould 
a e interrupted you with the queſtion, 
from the firſt meotion of her.“ If 
« ſhe had, Madam, could not have an- 
0 ſwered i it, for 1 nei er ſaw her, nor heard 
5 her name; and tho, from the elegance 
oY | L 4 * of 
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of the furniture, I ſuppoſe the family | 
* to be of condition, J cannot gueſs 


« whoſe it is, or in what part of the town; 
nor can I form the leaſt conjecture of 
« the occafion of my ſeizure.” It ap- 
« pears a very ſtrange affair indeed,“ ſaid 
. Miſs Oſmond. * But pray, Sir, what pre- 
vented your ſeeing this lady? I am ſur- 
priſed you had not the Curio/ty to deſire 
© that favour.— 4e beg, fair lady,” ſaid 
the Colonel, © you would not betray 200 
„ much; Sir John has confeſſed more 
« already than he ought. Be ſatisfied that 


t he has eſcaped your uncle's ſcheme, and 
© fled from the lady's, with A heart in- 


< tirely devoted to you.”— © That Sir 

John is returned ſafe, Sir,” anſwered ſhe, 

< muſt afford us all pleaſure, who were 
© under thedreadfulleſt apprehenſions ; ang 
© I hope his next ſecret expedition Pint not 
have ſo terrible an effect on our minds.” — 
Now, Colonel,” faid the Baronet er 


e inadvertent ſ eech has drawn on mie 


0 ſeverer puni ment than I. delerbe. — 
Indeed, Nada, 1 mould Hage 58 5 no. 
C * eres of my excurſion, Had not the fond 

— 2 "thought 
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Sy thought of exciting ſome degree of un- 
ceaſineſs in you, deterred me from com- 
municating my deſign, which was to 
have an interview with Mr. Oſmond; 
© and how I was prevented from execute- 5 
"03 ing it, I have told you.'—** Yes, you 
have told us in part,” cried Lady Bab: 
„but, in defiance of my. ſoldier, I inſiſt : 
upon more particulars, Did you. ſto- 
* mach your chocolate? and how were 


od you accompanied? Did the fair incog- 


nita ſend her Abigail to relate her hiſtory 
to you, in your captivity? and to whoſe 


e proweſs are you indebted for your li- 


A berty ?”—I ſaw no perſon, Madam, 
from my entrance into the houſe till my 
« exit, but my introducer, who conti- 
© nued to conceal his face, and 1 intentions. 0 


After I had remained i in this apartment 


about two hours, ruminating on the od- 
dity of the adventure, the report of a. 


piſtol alarmed me; and I could hear a 
great buſtle in the houſe: on which Len- 


deavoured in vain. to open, the ſhutters, 
© which were nailed down ;. nor could. I. 
« force the lock of my door, I paſſed the: 
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© moſt tedious difagreeable day of my life 


in this ſituation; and, to confeſs a truth, ö 
did not dare to taſte the repaſt ſet before 
_* mez apprehenſive of poiſon, theugh 1 


could not conceive from what quarter. 


« About twelve at night, my guide with 


© his crape · face, attended by two other 


fellows, came into my room, and told 
me, I muſt ſubmit to be blinded and 
bound, in the manner J had been in the 
morning, if I would obtain my liberty, 
© which he was now impoyered to grant, 
me, on thoſe conditions. 1 ſubmitted 
to them, on their aſſurance I ſhould be 


e conveyed ſafe into the Park, from whence 
it was but a ſtep to my own houſe; and 
4 was accordingly placed in a chair, and, 


in about half an hour, ſet down at 
M Bucking ;ham-gate. On my entrance in- 


to my own houſe, the ſervants told 
me, Colonel I had been there three 


times that day, to inquire for me, and. 


6 ſeemed very much diſappointed and un- 


0 eaſy * at not finding me; leaving orders, 


the moment I came, he might be ſent, 
U to, at his houſe in Bond- ſtreet.” This ac- 


— count 
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count added to my perplexity, as 1 had 


© reaſon to fear from it, that he had re- 


vealed my intentions to this family, and 


* conſequently alarmed you with thoſe ap- 
prehenſions I had endeavoured to avoidy 
and I therefore ſent immediately forhim.” 


mace You have talked enough, Sir John,“ „ 


ſaid the Colonel, c for one that has not 


1 eat, drank, or lept, theſe ſix-and-twenty 
hours. Now comes my tale: As ſoon 

1 46 J got to town, 1 went to Sir John's, 
where his houſe-keeper informed me, 

ve the expected him every hour, as his 
* horſe was brought home by a meſſenger, 
ho ſaid, he was in town, This cir- 


e cumſtance of his hotſe's arrival, with- 


« out being followed by him, after fo 


& many hours, gave me great inquietude, 


| « and I poſted away to Dover-ſtreet; and 
0 obſerving a ſurgeon of my acquaint- 


e ance coming out of Lady Oſmond's, 
« I joined him, and aſked if any e 
ne had happened there? He anſwered, a 


© very drcadfal one that he had extract 


« ed à brace of balls from one patient, 
Ke + and dreſſed a dangerous wound another 
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© had received from a ſword, and thought 
bak neither of them could recover. Shocked 
« at this account, I was afraid to aſk, if 


u John. was not one of his patients, 
« yet I could not help ſaying, Is Mr. Oſ- 
mond, or his antagoniſt, in moſt dan- 
ger?“ J perceive,” anſwered he, 
1 chat you ſuppoſe a.duel to be the caſe; 
but 1 am informed it was to prevent 
© one, which Mr. Armſtrong had a ſuſpi- 
cion was intended by Mr. Oſmond, and 


went early into his chamber to diſſuade 
"© him from his purpoſe when finding all 


4 arguments in vain, he was about to lock 
him into his apartment; on which the 


« enraged challenger took up a piſtol, and 


fired at him: Mr, Trailer, it ſeems, en- 


'* tering the room at that inſtant, Mr. Of. 


mond accuſed him of betraying the ſe- 
6. cret of his intentions; and; without giy- 
„ing him leave to make his defence, 
+ plunged his ſword into his boſom.” 


Here the Colonel was interrupted by 


the approach of a ſervant, who delivered a 
card to Doctor Trew, containing Lady 
Oſmond's compliments, and an 1 
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requeſt. that he would haſten to her houſe, 
| having a ſecret of the utmoſt moment to 
impart to him. He inſtantly obeyed the 
ſummons; and when he entered her houſe, 
was conducted into a chamber, where he 
found her ſitting by Mr. Armſtrong's 
| bed-ſide, who, tho” dying, had his ſenſes 
unimpaired. | Art the ſight of the Doctor, | 
ſhe burſt into a paſſion of tears, and de- 
fired him to recollect, if he was not on. a 
viſit to a clergyman, at Tiverton, in 
Avguſt 1714. Being anſwered, he was, 
ſhe continued, You were then, Six. 
. but juſt in orders. I was ordained, 
Madam, on the Trinity Sunday pre- 
ceding.— O good Sir, I muſt, to 
„ my eternal ſhame, reveal the occaſion 
< of my requiring you ta make. this retro- 
« ſpection, as the only amends in my 
« power for my paſt tranſgreſſions, which = 
„ hope may in ſome meaſure avert the 
e puniſhment hereafter due to my crimes. 
ge pleaſed, Sir, to attend to my con- 
« feſſion. A few months before that pe- 
«riod, Mr. Armſtrong came to be clerk. 
5 to i þ father, whole name was Jones, 
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r and who was then ſteward to Sir Henry 
* Oſmond, Very foon, a reciprocal af> 


« fection commented between us; which 


« my father diſapproved' of, and did all 

sin his power to prevent proceeding to 
an union. But both being at age, and 
« poſſeſſed with a ſtrong paſſion for each 


other, we determined tb marry private» 


„ ly, and for that purpoſe procured a 
licence of the rector of Tiverton, You 
* vere preſent at the granting it, and wit- 
«© geſſed it; then faid, as you had never 


* yet had an opportunity of offitiating i in 


that part of your office, you ſhould be 
* gbliged to Mr. R— if he would per- 
mit you to perform it for him. He 
 * conſented; but when we came to the 
de altar, Mr. "Armſtrong found he had 


ie forgot the ring, and Was in great con- 
e fuſion at the omiſſion; when you took 


ue, IN from your finger, which you wore 


in commemoration of the late Queen 

« Rl and offered it to me e for the oc- 
« caſion.— Alter the ceremony, I would 
have returned it; but you refuſed to 
* r ere it again, ſaying, women 2 
vene- 


* 
— 
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* venerated that pledge, 4 and you. could 


uh eaſily procure another.” —* I remember 
 « the incident, Madam.“ J can pro- 


« duce the ring now, Sir; but chuſe to 
continue my confeffion. On our return 


to my father's, we behaved with greater 


no one in the family had the leaſt ſuſ- 
« picion of our marriage. The Novem- 
% ber following, a court was held at my 
« father's, where Sir Henry Oſmond met 
« his copyhold tenants, and where he 


* unluckily caſt. a favourable eye upon 
e me, and immediately made propoſals 


of marriage to my father who, rejoicing, 


i at the overture, laid his commands on 
r me to accept him. I, ſhocked at the 


6 propoſal, informed my huſband of it, 
* and begged him to reveal our marriage 
« to my parent. He anſwered, poverty, 


sand diſtreſs of every kind, muſt be the 


* conſequence of ſuch a confeſſion, as 
6. my "Ri had declared. he would turn 


4s. us both adrift, if we entered into ſuch 


* an engagement; and he will now, on 
＋ his death- _ own he urged me to 
w * marry; 
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* marry Sir Henry, knowing, as well as 
10 myſelf, I was at that time in a con- 
t dition to bring a ſpurious child to par- 
& take his fortune.” I did, I did, in- 
* deed !* cried the dying man; and the 
© event has ſhown heaven's offence at my 
* tranſgreſſion. For, from the birth of this 
* parricide, he has been a perpetual ſcourge 
to us; and we have neither of us en- 
joyed an hour's real peace of mind; 
ever tormented with dread of a Are 
tion— and my ſleeping and waking 
thoughts continually preſenting my 
© wronged maſter's image to my view. 
« O Doctor! if the ſincereſt contrition can 
© procure, the leaſt hope of pardon from 
£ offended heaven, do you, its embaſſador, 


ſpeak comfort to my diſturbed departing 


« ſpirit.“ Here tears and agonizing groans 


lowed from. both the .criminals; which 


ſo affected the Doctor's humane heart, 
that he wept with them; and for ſome 


moments was unable to ſpeak when he 


did, preſuming their penitence ſincere, | 
it was in a confolatory ſtrain. With this 


confeſſi on in n, che Doctor return. 


ed 
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ed to the Earl's, and communicated it to 
all there. Miſs Oſmond ſhed tears on 
peruſing it; yet ſaid, ſhe was thankful 
to Providence for the diſcovery, that that 


monſter of iniquity, whom ſhe had with 
ſorrow ſuppgſed-to be of her family, was 


not allied to the name he had worn. 


? . 


CHAP. XII. 


R. Trew told Sir John Emlin, he 


had, by his viſit to Lady Oſmond, 
made a diſcovery of the reaſon of his 


being ſeized and blindfolded, and treated 
ſo unaccountably on the road and in the _ 
houſe; and n this Py which IM 


The had Siven him: . 


40 Lady ed” 3 


889 4 52 1 2 241 2 St. Marte Lane, 
Mas, — 8, 1767. 
AJ FAY it dieſe your Ladeſhip, Ihafing 
V recteved ſertain infermation from 

Mr. Trailer; chat your fon Mr. Oſmond 
Ras challenged Sir Johtt Emlinb to fite 


* in Fish. Fare t&morrow morden at 
. 110 © 14 notti! i ne fix 
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fix of the clock; and that Sir John has | 
promiſed to meat him; I thought it my | 
duty to acquant your Ladeſhip with their 
intentions, that you may take ſome means | 
to keep them afunder; and I ous your | 
Ladeſhip will excuſe this from 


Your humble ſervent, to n 
MARGARET Covsins, 


_ « She told d me,” aid thi Doctor, © on 


© the receipt of this, ſhe confulted with | 
Mr. Armſtrong what meaſures to pur- 
ſue; and he adviſed the ſcheme of ſe- 


% curing Sir John Emlin in her own 


e houſe, for that day; which was exe- 

. cunted by people hired and inſtructed 
by him for that purpoſe: that her ſole 
* deſign was to prevent bloodſhed, and 


* not to do any injury to Sir John, whom, 
in the confuſion her houſhold was 


*&thrown i into, ſhe forgot to releaſe till 


1 midnight.” Tiverton regiſter was feargh- 


Joyce Jones, Auguſt, 29, 124. Let- 
ters were immediately diſpatched . to ac- 


quaint Sir Henry Oſmond with the af- 
flair; ; BE 
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fair; and Mr. Oſmond was confined, till 
the fate of Mr. Armſtrong and Mr. 


z Trailer ſhould be determined. Sir John 
Emlin, and Miſs Oſmond's other friends, 


were very preffing with her to fix the day 


| for the celebration of their nuptials; but 


| ſhe ſaid her mind was ſo diſturbed by the 


3 tragical accidents which ſhe had inno- 
3 cently occaſtoned, that ſhe could not at 


preſent think of it; and wiſhed to ſtay 
for her father's ſanction: in which de- 


termination _they were oor to ace 


: * 


Mit Olinond, To Lady Barbary .— 


Rich mond, 


My Dear Lady Bab, Aug. 30, 1757. 
8 you ſo kindly intereſt yourſelf in 
every event relative to me, I here 


ſend you. a letter I have juſt received, 


which would have given me great plea - 
Diem, had not the dreadful intelligence 


3 ® 4. # « 


ies fy rende me r infeuſible to N 


any thing like joy. 1 tremble wbilſt 1 
com- 
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communicate it; yet it is neceſſary you 

ſhould know. Mr. Armſtrong died at 
nine laſt night; and his ſon, being inform- 
ed of his death, and the confeſſion made by | 
his mother and him, to Doctor Trew, [| 


catched up a razor that lay in his way, 


and cut his throat in ſo deſperate a man- 


ner, that he expired in leſs than an hour. 
Trailer, it is thought, may linger with 


his wound: and the wretched mother is 


enduring ſuch tortures of mind, as 1 


heartily pray may expiate her crime. 


Amidſt this ſcene of woe, I cannot yet 


think of complying with my parent's in- | 


junction of giving my hand ſpeedily to 
Sir John, who has ſet out for Hunting- 


donſhire, before I received the melancho- 
ly news; but I have written to him, and 
begged the celebration may be deferred 


till a diſtant day. My ſpirits are ex- 
tremely depreſſed ; and the arrival of Mrs. 
Craven, who is now viſiting my dear 
guardian, and who, with her uſual -un- 
feeling impertinence, has congratulated 
me on the large fortune that muſt de- 
volre to me by Mr. Oſmond's deceaſe, 
With- 
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5 without making any reflections on the 
horrible event that puts my father into 
poſſeſſion of it, affects them ſtill more, 
and indeed made me unfit for an employ | 
of this nature. Excuſe me, therefore, if 
1 add no more than, that I am, 4 


Yours, affe@tionately, 


| Paceny Ou. 


Sir Hao Oſmond, To Miſs Oſmond. 


OE ey fo 7 Gidealtns, 
1 deareſt child, Auguſt 10, 1757. 
\VERY pacquet of yours has afford 
ed both pleaſure and concern. How. 


often, whilſt peruſing them, I have be- 


wailed that falſe pride, that induced me 
to ſecrete my name and birth, and brought 


you into ſuch grievous trials, Heaven can 


witneſs! whoſe forgiveneſs I have inceſ- 
ſantly implored, and, I hope, obtained; 
binge I am bleſt with the aſſurance chat 
your virtue has raiſed you above them all, 
and attracted the regard of the worthieſt 

of mankind; to whoſe protection I would 

wWillingly 
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willingly reſign you, could I make you 


an inheritor of your anceſtors poſſeſſions ; 
and am only ſorry that I cannot, in the 


eye of the world, render you an adequate 
match for him, I flatter myſelf, that in 
you I can' preſent him with every mate- 
rial for happineſs, except a dower : and 


if your conduct, in the conjugal ſtate, is 


| conformable to what it has been in your 
maiden one, I believe he muſt ever retain 
the ſentiments he has expreſſed in his 


letter to me, which are thoſe of a lover, 


Whoſe paſſion is raiſed on the ſolid baſis 
of religion and reaſon, The generous : 
offer he makes of any ſettlement withit 
the compaſs 'of his fortune, 1 decline 2 
cepting. and would adviſe you to do ſo 


too: yet, left his unbounded generoſity, 
if left to itſelf, ſhould prompt him to do 
more than you ought to expect on the 


_ occaſion, I defire you would be wholly 
guided by Lady Foſter's judgment, as ta 


that affair, Believe me, my dear girl, 4 


the ſatisfaction I receive from the Pro- ö 
e of this Alliance, 70 not ariſe 1 0 
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meeting in the manſions of bliſs may 
be expected. No one act of my life 
55 ever gave me more felicity, than I 


you; ; Ne from the 3 ec . 


that, by paſſing your days with a man 
of his morality and good ſenſe, even the 
inevitable ſtroke will not ſo far ſeparate : 


ſuch kindred ſouls, but that a happy 


experience in granting my hearty con- 
ſent to your union; which I beg may not 


be deferred upon my account: for tho“ 
it would give me inexpreſſible joy to pre- 


ſent you to Sir John at the altar; the du 
ty of my profeſſion, which no ſelf. inte 
reſted motive ſhall ever tempt me to 


| fwetve from, impedes my immediate re- 
turn to England. A recruiting | errand may 


poſſibly bring me thither in the ſpring, 
when I hope to be received 2 Oe 


de . 


8 ee alſionat parent, 
{i 8 1 e nn Osvonp. 


12 8. I write: att good guardian; 
Sir John MR _ _ aa by 
429, 180 mail. 
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Lady Barbara L—, To Miſs Olinond. P 


- Aug: 8 
LESS me, my dear! what a terrible : 
account does your laſt letter give! 
—But do not be ſo diſpirited at a cata{- 
trophe guided by the hand of Providence. 
I am ſorry for the wretch's end; and, tho! 
little troubled with ſpleen or vapours, find 
an inclination to be grave upon it. It is, 
methinks, unlucky, that our men are out 
of the way at preſent; mine is gone to 
viſit his corps, and yours engaged in pre- 
parati ves for an event, that I wiſh, with 
all your friends, Was accompliſhed, | The 
manner of your enemy 's death is blazed: 
about; tho” the coroner's inqueſt made a 
lunatic report, as I hear from Sir Charles 
Wilding, who viſited me this morning. 
and was very inquiſitive as to the cer- 
tainty of your engagement with Sir John 
Emlin; ſaying, the world was much di- 
vided in their conjectures about it; and 
many were of opinion, that the great and 
9 acceſſion of fortune; on your 
Kl . 
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ſide, might give your thoughts a different Th 
turn. I downright huffed him for the ſup- 
poſition; but ſuch mere bodies have no 
idea of what ſouls are; yet I ſhould be 
glad, to (till ſuch empty. reports, that the . 
affair was over; and that you will give 

me an opportunity of ſaluting Lady Emlin | 


by this day ſe *ennight, iS heartily hoped, 
BY: 
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Your affectionate | 


CHAP. XIII. 


dig Oſmond, To o Lady Barbara Lewis 


= 3 . Richmand,. 
Sept. 9. 1757. 
| ou R Tak „as s advice I take in 


the friendly meaning intended by 
it; but Sir John will not give me an op- 
portunity of following i it, without making 
' conceſſions beneath the dignity of my ſex. 
' You know enough of my heart, to be cer- 
tain, without any freſh aſſurance from me, 
that the addition to my fortune would 
rather Wecker, than retard t the gift of 
Vor: II. | ol my 
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my hand to ſo diſintereſted a lover as he op 


has hitherto appeared: but I have reaſon 


0 think, as you will judge from the in- 
Cloſed, that the preſent is of leſs conſe- 


quence in his opinion than T had flattered 
myſelf. Lady Foſter, no leſs aſtoniſhed | 


than I at this epiſtle, begged my par- 


miffion to write to him, but I abſolutely 


forbad her: for if he is of fo capricious a 
diſpoſition, as to take my letter in the ſenſe 


he ſeems, and can be ſo inſenſible of the 
preſent diſorder of my mind, he Fannor | : 


3 be a ſuitable huſband for 
Tour lincere, 


\ Pacepy OsMoxo. 


=: he incloſed contained theſe lines. 


To Nis Ofmond, 


4, Emlin Grove, Sept. 6, 1757. 
Should apologize to Miſs Oſmond, for 
deferring my anſwer to hers of the zoth 

« laſt month, was I not well aſſured, 


© from the contents of that and common 


report, 7 replying, or not replying, 
EE: muſt 
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muſt be a matter of indifference to her. 
I ſincerely congratulate you, Madam, on . 
the acceſſion of fortune, which I ac- 

knowledge, with your perſon and ac- 
compliſhments, it would be the utmoſt 
preſumption in me to aſpire after; and 
needed not ſo peremptory an order ſor 
| Poſtponing an event, that I once thought 


would be productive of ultimate happi- 


| neſs to us both. But ſince I perceive you 
are now of a contrary opinion, and I have 

no idea of entering into that ſtate with- 
out a reciprocal affection, the ſlighteſt in- 


timation of the change in your ſentiments 


would have been ſufficient to have deter- 
red me from troubling you with a repeti- 
tion of requeſts on ſo ungrateful a ſub- 
ject. As I have ever 88 a ready ac- 


quieſcence in every command of yours, 
this laſt ſhall be obeyed by, 


Madam, 5 
' Your moſt obedient, 


wo 


J OHN EMLIN, 


> 


e M2 Lady 
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Bond- ſtreet, Sept. 10. 
N peruſing Sir John's unaccount- 


could not help uſing Otway's words.— 


"OF there not one of all your tribe that «bone? HS 


And then anſwering myſelf, Yes, I think 
I have found one man ſo; but how can I 
be certain of that? What alterations may 
happen in his diſpoſition I cannot ſay : 
How can I? when I would have pawned 
my ſoul, that your ungrateful lover was 


the ſincereſt and moſt diſintereſted of 


mortals, I don't know I ever was fa 
thoroughly offended with a man in my 


life, except the deceaſed deſtroyer of your 
quiet: but he was an open enemy, 


And wore no maſk of friendſhip, to betray. 


Mr. L—returned whilſtT was reading your 


letter; and perceiving I was affected with 
the contents, begged me to communicate 


them to him. I obeyed; for you know I — 
have 9 to do ſo; ſo I hope you will | 


pardon 


able epiſtle to my dear friend, | 


Lady 1 Barbara L— To Miſs Oſmond, T 


ee eee, P : 
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pardon me. What infatuation,” ſaid I, 
has poſſeſſed Sir John?“ — © I can't 
imagine, replied he. + Some ſtrange 
© miſunderſtanding muſt have induced 


him to write ſo unlike himſelf, I can- 
© not believe his heart ever dictated theſe 


q ſentiments.'—** No matter what dictat- 
Le ſince he wrote: Is it not his hand! * 


Ion it is — and yet, methinks, I 
© wiſh Lady Foſter had written to him. 


If ſhe had the Italian ſecret of poiſon- 


Ling by letter I could almoſt join in 


mn that wiſh,” —< Fie! my dear, what a 
© thought is that! I am very certain ſome 
_ * egregious miſtake muſt have happened; 
* and I am determined to take a trip into 


3 Huntingdonfhire, and, if poſſible, trace 
it out.“ Your delicacy, my dear Miſs 


| Oſmond, need not ſuggeſt any apprehen- 


ſions, that he will appear, in this viſit, the 
leaſt acquainted with what has happened. 
I ſuppoſe you know the funeral is over; 
and that the mother, conſoled by good 


Trew's converſation and advice, 
- propoſes paſſing the remainder of her 


1 in x obſcurity and penitence. Trailer, 
M3 by 
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by the loſs of his patron, who had ſup- 


ported him for ſome years, is quite defti- 


tute; but Doctor Trew has by his intereſt. 
got him into an Hoſpital, where he may 
live, though he is deemed incurable. 1 
hope the next intelligence you receive : will 
be | more a. Sat from F 


Your BARBARA L——; 


Colonel L—— To Lady Barbara 1—. = 


Emlin Grove, Sept. 13. 


o more poiſoned letters for Sir N 
John, who has received too much 


venom already. I arrived here, my dear, 
at ſeven laſt night; and marched, through 
a double row of boxes of furniture in the 
hall, to Sir John, who embraced me with 
a a forced ſmile over a face lengthened half 
a yard fince our laſt interview; and a 
ſpeech, informing me, that my preſence 
was never more grateful to him, as he 
wanted to unburthen his mind, © I with 
you would unburthen theſe boxes,” re- 


turned 
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turned I; © it is a diſappointment to me, 
not to find all things in order, for tha 
* receptionof my fair friend, However, 
lam come opportunely to aſſiſt in placing, 
de the bronzes, and other decorations, and 
therefore beg you would give immediate 
orders for unpacking.” “No, Colonel, 
« I will give myfelf no further trouble in 
preparations for a chimexical event; be- 
ing fully convinced I have but too long 
© indulged the deluſive expectation of an 
ideal happineſs, as you will ſee in this!? 
| delivering a letter to Des yhich contained 


theſe lines. 
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| Richmond, Auguſt 30: 


Never was inſenſible of the honour 
done me by Sir John Emlin's ad- 
dreſſes; and. may perhaps accept his hand 
at a convenient time: but, as affairs are 
now circumſtanced, think it proper to de- 
cline it, till I have a poſitive aſſurance 
from my father, that his ſentiments remain 
vunaltered by the late change in his for- 
tune. In the mean time, that you would 
n 40 M4 ceaſe 
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ceaſe to importune me on the kubjet, is 


the N of, 
. our humble ſervant, 


 PrceBe OsMov D. 


Now, my dear 3 Bab, hes think 
you? Does not this civil epiſtle require 
| fuch an anſwer as you ſhewed me? and 
yet, from his own account, he wrote a 
very different one.—I aſked him what 
reply he ſent? and ke anſwered, 4 When 
el firſt attempted one, my chagrin and 


a diſappointment dictated a cool | acquieſ- 


e cence in her requeſt; but on reperuſing 
te it, my heart rebelling againſt my reaſon, 
4 committed the lines to the flames, and 
„ condeſcended to expoſtulate with her, 


e in the tendereſt terms, begging an im- 
e mediate reply; and to be informed of 
the nature of that inadvertent offence, 
eich had diſpleaſed her. Receiving 


no anſwer, I wrote to Lady Foſter, 


from whom 1 vainly hoped the civility 
« of a reply. In both letters I ſolicited 


* an audience with either of the ladies; 
WI 53 (t and 
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te and about two hours ſince, one of Lady 
© Foſter's ſervants left a card here, and 
„ rode off, ſaying, it required no anſwer.” 5 
The words were theſe: 


II 10 quite inconvenient for Lady Foſter” 
and Miſs Oſmond to admit Sir John 
Emlin's viſit, till advices arrive from 


Gibraltar; which it is probable may 
not be till the middle of November. 
| Richmond, Sept. 11. 


8 vou ſee, Colonel, ＋ am doomed to 
ebe unhappy.”—* Indeed, Sir John, I 


* ſee nothing like it: if Miſs Oſmond is 


| © really capable of ſo diſingenuous a 
change, merely from an acceſſion of for- 


« tune, that gives her a ſuperiority to you 


in that reſpect, I ſhould heartily congra- 


< tulate your eſcape from mercenary bon- 


© dage, rather than condole a loſs which 
© will be hers in the end. What faid Sir 
4 Henry, in his letter to-you? for I hear 


© he has written. Every thing that 1 


« could wiſh, or expect, from the kindeſt 
2 friend, and moſt indulgent parent; 
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« which renders my diſappointment 


4 greater. In the multitude of conjec- 
e tures that have ariſen in my diſordered 
imagination on this occaſion, it has ap- 
« peared to me not improbable, but this 
* proceeding may be intended as a trial, 
_ « whether I would not more warmly pur- 
4 ſue Miſs Oſmond's fortune, than I did 
her perſonal worth: yet I have con- 
„ demned myſelf for fuppoſing her in- 


« clined to uſe - ſuch an artifice; and 


© ſhould leſs eſteem her, were ſhe actu- 
« ated by ſuch a motive, as I muſt, in 
* that caſe, be fallen low indeed in her 
6 opinion. However, leſt this diſagree- 
« able conjecture fhould be fact, I am 
* determined to make no farther conceſ- 


« ſjons; and ſolemnly proteſt I ſhould 


« think myfelf much more fortunate in a 
partner for life, ſuch as Mifs Oſmond 
«« appeared at our laſt happy interview, 
with genuine beauties of mind and 


« perſon, unadulterated by affectation, 
6 and offering me herſelf, that is, offer- 


« ing me every thing I wanted to confti- 


+ tute my felicity, than 1 could over be 


5 ONS -- Dy 
. * | | 
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** by the poſſeſſion of a ſordid mind, tho? 
e accompanied by the form of an Helens 
and the wealth of a Creſus,” —+* Theſe 
© ſentiments, Sir John, are worthy of 
« yourſelf, and worthy of her, I firmly 
believe; for I cannot ſuppoſe either ** = 
letter or card to be of her writing. 
* Oh! Colonel, what a flattering thought 
js that, could we have any grounds for 
* a contrary ſuppoſition!- But, alas! we 
« are both too well acquainted with her 
© hand,. at leaſt I think I am, to admit 
« the dawning of a doubt as to that.“ 
„own, Sir John, appearances are ſtrong- 
J againſt her; yet they have been ſo 
© before, when ſhe was blameleſs: if ſhe 
is not ſo in the preſent inſtance; I ſhould. 
©rejoice at ſo timely ' a-diſcovery of her 
diſpoſition; but I have too good an opi- 
nion of her, to credit even my- own 
« ſenſes, when repreſenting her guilty of 
ingratitude and diſingenuity; and muſt 
ſuſpect ſome malevolent ſcheme to inter- 
s rupt your mutual happineſs; tho I can- 
not gueſs the author. Will you truſt me 
* * With that card? With all my heart, 
M 6 Colonel; 


— 9328 n _ * 


66 
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Colonel; and ſhould you by that be 


« able to unravel this perplexed affair, I 


e ſhould regard you as my n an- 


| 6 « gel. 22 


1 hope I ſhall — able to oblige him 1 
and believe, if I had not promiſed you 


not to reveal to him the contents of Miſs 
Oſmond's laſt letter to you, I could have 


afforded 'him a glimpſe of hope; but as 
he has laid me under no ſuch injunctions 


with regard to her, you may-mention this 
card; which I ſhall be ready to produce, 


when I have the pleafure to ſee her, 1 
muſt return to my regiment for ſome 
days, and will appoint you a meeting at 


Lady Foſter's, as ſoon as I can. Be aſ- 
ſured my detention from you is occaſioned 
by motives which require no apology to 
your, ſenſible mind, from his heart, which 
_ $0 


_ Yours, | 
 Avevsrus — wi 
by 8. Are you quite certain, that no 


malicious whiſperer has had acceſs to 
Miſs Oſmond's ear, in Sir John's 


Labſence? ? 
Lady 


- - 
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Lady B Barbara — To Miſs Oſmond, 


108d. . 


IE "- Sopt. 14. 1757. 
A RR Y has juſt brought me a let- 


ter from my ſoldier, who has had 


an interview with your ſighing ſwain; and, 


I find, acquits him of any intentional faults 
in his behaviour to our dear Miſs Of- 

mond. I perceive, tho' he dares not ſay 
fo point-blank to ſuch an Amazonian ſpi- 
rit as mine, when provoked in defence of 


my ſex, that he ſuſpects the miſunder- 


ſtanding between you (for a miſunder- 
ſtanding is certainly the caſe) is occaſion- 
ed by the interpoſition of ſome evil ge- 


nius, who has had acceſs to your ear. If 
ſo, I condemn you without trial; thoꝰ you 


could make our grand-mother's ancient 


plea, of your Adam's leaving you, for 


| hearkening to the ſerpent: and yet I think 


none of the two-legged reptiles of this 
age could have ſufficient addrefs to tempt 
you to miſery, which muſt be the conſe- 
quence of your ſeparation, Did you, or 


dig 
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did you not, ſend the incloſed words on a 

card, to Sir John Emlin, laſt Monday? 

I cannot think you did; tho' the men ſay 

p is your hand. I wonder what fort of 
00 


the writer has; for my part, I think 
it muſt be a cloven one; for you never 


could be the author of that, or the letter 
he received in the ſame hand, and under 
your name; a copy of which I likewiſe 
incloſe. I am quite angry at the tittle- 


tattle your behaviour, between you, has 


Cauſed. Sir Charles Wilding told me 


this morning, it was blown all over the 
town, that the match was broke off; and 
was ſo impertinently inquiſitive after my 


opinion of the matter, that I could not. 


help aſking the careleſs fellow, how be, 
who never gave himſelf the trouble to 
enquire into his own affairs, came to be 


fo intereſted in other people's. He an- 


ſwered, he was deeper intereſted in yours 


than I imagined; for if you were not 


married by the birth-day, he ſhould loſe 
five hundred guineas, whick he had bet - 


ted that you were, againſt a thouſand, with 
J ack Leach, that you were not. —If tlie 


eber 
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ſelicity of two capricious creatures, for 
whom J have a regard, were not at ſtake, 
1 could wiſh him a loſer; but as Leach 
has the worſt character of the two infig- 
nificants, and muſt ſuffer twice as much 
by his folly, I hope you will inflict the 
due puniſhment on him; and recall the 
ſentence of baniſhment paſſed upon Sir 
John, or you will heinouſly offend, not 
more his than 
' Your friend, 
Bax BAA I.—. 


CHAP. XIV. 


Miſs Oſmond, To Sir Henry Oſmond, at 
Gibraltar. 
. Richmond, 5 
Dear Sir, Sept. 117% 
HE addreſs of this letter will occa- 
ſion a ſurpriſe, which will however 

laſt | no longer, than till you have caſt 
your. eye on the incloſed account of the 
fatal end of the uſurper of your name and 
fortunes. How many are the perplexities 
of human affairs, which lie buried in the 


* | 
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dark womb of time; and wait for thelr 


delivery at the great eclairciſſement of 
all things! What extaſy of delight muſt 
overſpread the pure and intelligent mind 


in the clear view of thoſe ways of heaven! 
ens ways of heaven, which no, 


3 —* Are dark 106 intricate, 
& Puzzled with mazes, and perplex'd with errors 
« The underſtanding traces them in vain, | 
« Loft and bewilder'd in the fruitleſs ſearch, 


Nor fees, with how much art the windings run, 


6 Nor where the regular confuſion ends,” 


I wiſh, from my inmoſt ſoul, that the 
wretched author of your diſtreſſes had _ 


lived to experience your generoſity in 
forgiving and providing, and my charity 
in praying for ſuch change of ſentiments, 


and ſenſibility of heart, as might have 
opened the door of mercy from above. 


But, Oh! I fink at the thought of the 
_ anguiſh and madneſs of that furious ſpirit 
Which ruſhed into eternity with the com- 


plicated character of murderer of his own 


: father, the inſolent intruder into the poſs 


ſeflions of mine, and the intentional ra- 
viſher of his daughter, the aſſaſſin of ber 


fame, 


fame, her honour, her conſcience, the 
only goods his injuſtice had left herz un- 
generous, inhuman, inceſtuous, cruel, 


elf. murdered. If any thing is capable 


:-- af abating or ſhifting my anguiſh on this 


head, it is the contraſt I cannot help 
making of the contented, unreſentful, un- 
reproaching Henry Prado, (almoſt fatal 
name!) conſoling, inſtructing, and form- 
ing to virtue, his dear Phœbe; poor with- 
out murmur, great in misfortune, not 
wanting to himſelf, when abandoned by 
the world, ſuperior to diſtreſs, above de- 
pendence, refolved not meanly to aſk 
ſupplies, but to deſerve them, in the paths 
of honour, and the ſervice of his country. 
The reverſe of fortune, ſeemingly fo hap- 
py for you, and not leſs ſo to me, as it 
ſets me above the pain of an obligation 
in that point to the man I loved, has yet 
occaſioned, or been followed by, an em- 
daraſſment in the affair I had moſt ar 
heart, becauſe it was the ſentiment of 
yours, and inclination was warranted by 
duty, Sir John Emlin, the generous 
protector, the difintereſted, and therefore 
| the 
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the unſuſpected, lover of your Phœbe in 
her loweſt ebb of fortune, has found 
matter of jealous uneaſineſs from the 
change of it; and has either imagined, 

or been wrought upon to think ſo meaan- 


ly of her, whom he once embraced | 


for herſelf alone, as to ſuppoſe all her 
good qualities fled with her honeſt pover- 
ty, and to treat her with coldneſs, neglect, 
and almoſt rudeneſs. Odd letters have 
_ paſſed; ſome have not paſſed, others have. 
been ſuppoſed, and cards forged by ſome 
hand or other. The buſy, the malicious 
the deſigning world, have given me 


thoughts and views foreign to my nature, 


and ſtrangers to my heart. Colonel 

L——, and his new. married lady, have 
on this, as on all other occaſions, inter- 
eſted themſelves warmly. io my affair; 
and the former will not admit, nor will. 
ſuffer me to admit, a ſuſpicion. of the man, 
the firſt and beſt in your judgment, as 
well as my own. Some guilt, ſome evil 
agents, have been ſuſpected, and may 
be diſcovered by the kind diligence of 


ſuch friends to both parties. In the mean, 7 


time, 


guardian, are in the utmoſt perplexity, in 
admitting or rejecting appearances ; un- 


willing to believe ill, unable at preſent to 


think well, of the faireſt and moſt amiable 


character in the world. Cruel ſuſpenſe, 
tormenting interruption of all that flow of 
ſoft affections, which fill the ſoul with 
complacency and joy! Never was my 
dear father more wanted, to clear the 
doubts, and direct the ſteps, of his bewil- 
dered daughter. Surely it is not a vain 
hope, that this occaſion may change the 


meaſures, and haſten the arrival of the 


only man, who can prevent, or teach me 


to bear, the diſappointment apprehended. 


Lou baniſhed yourſelf from your country, 


when you could not with honour reſide in 


it; you have ſhewn yourſelf ſuperior to 


indigence; it is now time to ſhew yourſelf 


| equally maſter of affluence, and not leſs 
unequal to the duties of high life, than 
to thoſe of diſtreſs and diſappointment, | 


You may ſerve your country in the civil, 


as much or more than in the military life; 


a the ſame Providence, which once 
* 9 directed 


Tur BROTHERS. 259 


time, your daughter, and her dear 
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directed your abſence from the councils 
bol ſtate, and offices of domeſtic employ- 
ment, may now be conceived to point 
out your return to them with greater pro- 


priety. You may by your intereſt poſſibly 
procure the ſucceſſion to your poſt for 


a virtuous brave friend, equally able with 
yourſelf to ferve the public in that capa- 
city: and I know, from the greatneſs of 
your heart, and the honeſty of your ſen- 
timents, that you would take more pride 
in ſuch a procurement, than in any re- 
payment of money for a commiſſion, ac- 
cepted upon no mean lucrative view. 
Prevent, if I am fo fortunate as to fall 
in with your opinion, or immediately 


follow your anſwer to this letter, and you 


will bleſs all your friends, but none ſo 


much, becauſe none fo. near in relation 


on I as 


Your 


Pc Osonp. 
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Mir Oſmond, To Lady Barbara 1 
+ Richmond, 
Sept. 17, 1757. 
- Plead Not guilty, to your ladyſhip's 
indictment; and am ready to accuſe 
you of diſaffection, for harbouring the leaſt 
ſuſpicion that I could be otherwiſe. That 
letter and card are certainly forged : nei- 
ther of them either Written, or cauſed to 
be written, by me or my dear guardian, 
who was provoked to ſay, ſhe had heard 
of ſuch mean ſtratagems, uſed by ſome 
men of baſe minds, to colour a revolt, of 
the nature of that Sir John Emlin appears 
inclined to make. But I cannot tell how 
to ſuſpect, that a perſon of common ſenſe, 
were he even deſtitute of common honour, 
would form ſo low a plot; one ſo eaſy 
to be detected, and the detection of which 
muſt be attended by the utmoſt igno- 
miny. Let me, therefore, ſuppoſe with 
you, tho' I know not on what grounds 
to ſupport the ſuppoſition, that he was 
| deceived by ſome malicious incendiary 3 
vet, that he could believe thoſe ungene⸗ 
rous entiments mine, communicate them 


a8 | 


- 
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as ſuch to Colonel L—, and return ſuch 
an anſwer as I received from him, diſ- 


covers ſo much difingenuity, ſo great a 


degree of coldnels, as has blaſted the pro- 
ſpect I once had, of an union of minds; 
without which I can be happy in a ſingle, 


but never can in a married ſtate. You 
have piqued me, by the inſinuation of my 

liſtening to any diſadvantageous reports 
of Sir John. So far from it, I ſolemnly 
declare, no one ever attempted to leſſen 


him in my eſteem; and had they, he was 


too well eſtabliſhed, to be removed; but 
from the teſtimony of his own hand, that 
he no longer deſerved, or deſired, the 


firſt place in it. From the higheſt opi- 
nion of your friendſhip, candour, and im- 


partiality to us both, I own to you, there 
"was a time when Sir John Emlin's preſence 


was more grateful to me than any man's, 


| becauſe I believed mine was ſo to him: 


but ſince he has given me reaſon to think 


I was miſtaken, and appears no longer 
the ingenuous artleſs lover I thought 
him; he cannot confer a greater obligation 


N rr me, tan by avoiding every place 
where 
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where there is any probability of our 
meeting. 
tarily; conſequently, I have no ſentence 


to recall, nor you any cauſe to be offended ” 


55 with ee 
Your moſt affectionate, 5 
_ Pncent Os MOND. 


CHAP. Xv. 


HE delay put to the Alkane of 


Sir John Emlin and Miſs Oſmond, 


gave great concern to the friends of both 
parties; who were all of opinion, with 
Colonel L— and his Lady, it was occa- 
ſioned by ſome envious rival, either of 
the gentleman's or lady's. No one, but 
Mr. Mortimer, and Mr. Capel, had 


made public pretenſions to the latter; and 
neither of them could, with any propriety, 
be ſuſpected guilty of uſing artifice to ſup- 
plant a favoured lover. The friends in 
council therefore agreed to obſerve the 
motions of every one who had acceſs to 

the family. In the mean time, Miſs Oſ- 


mand was endeavouring to wean her 
thoughts 
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thoughts from the only man who had 
ever intruded into them, connected with 
the idea of love: whilſt he, unable to 
ſolve the perplexed myſtery of her bea. 
viour to him, paſſed his hours in diſcon- = 


tent at Emlin-Grove, taſteleſs of every 


amuſement the country affords, yet * 8 
ferring that ſolitude to any ſociety in 
which ſhe did not join. More than . 
fortnight had elapſed ſince ſhe had ſet 
herſelf this taſk, when ſhe received the 


| following letter : 


Si Henry Oliond, To Mist 5 


Gibraltar, Sept. 27. 
. E 8 in which appears all the 
ſoul of my dear girl, came expe- 


ditivully to hand; and I am happy in that, 
and in the opportunity of an immediate 
anfwer to it by a ſhip juſt ſetting out for 
England. Tou have certainly a quality 
which I did not perceive in you before; 1 
mean that of a propheteſs; ſince you diſ- 
N at that diſtance the FIVE though | 
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and intention of my heart, which was, at 


the firſt favourable opportunity, to reſign 


my poſt in favour of a gentleman better 
qualified to fill it, and not leſs a friend to 


his country, than to me. That opportu- 


_ nity is come; and J have put my ſcheme | 

3 in ſuch a train as will require but little 

time to compleat it; and then when the 
wind blows the ſame way with my deſires, 


if it blows alſo as ſtrongly, I will fly to 


the wiſhes and - embraces of all that is 
dear to me upon earth. In the mean time, 
I neither doubt your honour nor your 
diſcretion, nor that of your friends, to 


whom I long to pay my acknowledg- 


ments; and ſhould be extremely chagrined 
and diſappointed, if Sir John.Emlin was 


not of that number. Greatneſs of mind and 
little ſuſpicions do not uſually dwell to- 


gether in the ſame. breaſt; and it is a no- 
ble-diſappointment, when we miſtake the 


goodneſs of another's heart, from the in- 
tegrity of our own. If Sir John is the 
man I take him for, (and ſuch he muſt be 


with me, till I have demonſtration to the 


OT the. clouds of Ignorance, ma- 
580. 5. II. N lice, 
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lice, or envy, will ſoon diſappear, and the 


5 brightneſs of his character will ſhine with 
more. certainty and more luſtre. If he is 
not the proper object of my eſteem and 
your love, (which heaven forbid, for his 
cv ſake, as well as mine!) you will be 


happy in the timely diſcovery; and your 
ſituation in a falſe or capricious lover, 
will be much better than in a baſe un- 
generous huſband. © But I cannot, I will 


not, wrong him ſo far as to think him ” 
capable of either character. It cannot be, 


that the man who never forfeited his ho- 


nour in the leaſt occaſion, ſhould lightlix 
do it in the greateſt ; that he ſhould re- |? 
Jet, when equal, the perſon he courted |: 

with diſtraction, when inferior; and, by. | 


the moſt unaccountable pride, ceaſe to 
love, when he can no longer oblige with 
his fortune and quality. My dear, there 


muſt be ſome miſtake; and 1 hope you 


will be ſo happy as to find it before my 
arrival, that I may meet no bar to my 
eager deſire of repaying the generoſity of 


his offer of his perſon and eſtate, under 


the moſt forbidding appearances, How 
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ever ee may turn out, your virtue 
and conſcious innocence will be your ſup- 
port and guide. You cannot be unhappy 
while you are good; nor deſpiſed while 
you are noble and juſt. Whatever loves 
may fail you, you will take ſome allevia- 
tion in the conſtant love of him, who 
knows not whether he more admires or 
dotes on you, 

Tour father, 


Hrunv OSMðο. 


co olonel 1 To Lady Barbara "PR 


þ Richmond, October 9. 
\UITE cured of betting, my dear 
Lady Bab. No diſagreeable infor- 
mation for you, who ever thought it an 
idle irrational practice; but I am now 
convinced it is an immoral one, and pro- 
ductive of the greateſt miſchief to ſociety: 
found Doctor Trew here, who, after the 
firſt ſalutations on my arrival, entered in- 
to a diſcourſe with me, in which I had 
occaſion to quote Sir John Emlin's opi- 
| "Ns, a 


— 
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nion; and, fixing my eye upon Miſs Of- 


mond at the mention of his name, was 


pleaſed to remark a revolution in her 


countenance, The Doctor made inquiry 


alter his health; but the ladies did not 


deign to utter a ſyllable upon that head, 
and ſeemed rather to chuſe à change of 
topic, when I ſaid, his ſituation had een. 1 


diſagreeable enough, from the time he 
received ſentence of baniſhment from that 


family. —< By whom pronounced?” ſaid 


Lady Foſter. I then produced the card, 
and anſwered, © You will there ſee, Ma- 


dam. His behaviour muſt be very in- 


+ conſiſtent with his general character, to 
+ deſerve ſo ſevere a puniſhment, and as 
I think you are both too generous to in- 
7 flict ſuch an un merited one, I muſt eg to 


© know the nature of his crime. And 


« can you alk that, Colonel ? when I aſ- 
s ſure you, that card is forged; by 
40 whom I know not; but neither Miſs 
40 Oſmond or Jever 4 it; and the un- 
4+ generous uſe he has made of it, in 


* communicating it to you, as a plea for 


66 his unaccountable neglect, induced Miſs 
: + Oſmond 
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« 8 to write as ſhe did to Lady 


Bab.“ —< I never ſaw that letter to my 


wife, which your Ladyſhip mentions z' 


but I have ſeen one of a former date, in 


which I think this fair lady is even with 
him as to crediting appearances; and 
0 cannot, with any propriety, accuſe him 
of a crime of which ſhe is equally 
©guilty.* “ I do not know what you 
© mean, Colonel,” ſaid Miſs Oſmond. — _ 
Pray, Madam, were you not as free in 
your communications, and much more 


* fo in your cenſures, than Sir John? — 


Upon my word, Colonel, I know not 
that I have been ſo nor can I gueſs 
what you refer to.“ To that epiſtte, - 

; „Madam. in which you inſerted a copy of 


* one, you ſuppoſed you received from Sir 


© JohnEmlin.*—** Suppoſed, Sir!“ — Aye, 
*/uppoſed, Madam! for I can affirm it 
never came from him: and then which 


is moſt to be blamed for their. credu- 


©lity ?* —I perceived, at this queſtion, the 


brighteſt vermillion overſpread one of the 


fineſt faces in the world, when, with ſome 
| heſitation, theſe words were pronounced 
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„Tou ſurpriſe me, Sir! — If you can 
make it appear that Sir John was not 
the inditer of that letter” — © You will 
feed him into your good graces, Ma- 
dam; will you promiſe that? — “ Un- 
-* conditionally, Colonel, I ſhould be 
bobliged if you would clear up this | 
point.“ - One condition, Madam, 1 
© muſt 3 before I know whether you 
ddeſerve it; and that is, the favour of | 
<. peruſing the copy of that letter Lady | 
« Foſter mentioned to my wife. There 
eit is, Sir, and her reply. — had no 
ſooner peruſed yours, than the ſcheme ap- | 
peared to me to be as it has turned out. 
—[ begged leave to withdraw a while 
with Doctor Trew, to whom I commu- | 
nicated my ſuſpicions; and he being of 
opinion I had good grounds for my con- 
jectures, when we returned to. the ladies, 
we aſked if they could recollect the ab- 
ſence of any ſervant out of their family 
on the 12th of laſt month? Lady Foſter 
_ anſwered, ** I cannot be poſitive as to the 
very day; but Jerry had my permiſſion 
is; vit his relations at ſome miles di- 


60 ſtant, 
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« ſtant, I think at that time, and ſtaid 4 
455 night. —1 deſired he might be called 
in; and immediately on his appearance, 
(looking fteadily in his face) Pray, Sir, 
ſaid I, „did Mr. Leach give you that Cs 
Card himſelf, which you left at Emlin = 
Grove, on the 12th of September? — _ 
Mr. Leach, Sir! —1 eh © know what 
your Honour means, — I aſk you, 
« Jerry, whether Mr. Leach delivered 
<« that card to you himſelf, or not?“ 
Sir! your honour is pleaſed to be merry; 
© I know nothing of Mr. Leach.'—* No, 
Sir, I chuſe to be ſerious on this occa- 
40 ſion, and expect you ſhould be ſo; and 
6 reply honeſtly to the queſtion I have- 
« put, or I ſhall take the yy to extort 
* 2. confefſion by other means.” —* Sir! 
© I—, I—, I—, don't know. You 
know, fellow, whether he gave it you, 
or who did; for I know you carried a 
© card there on that day; and if you would 
© not have your livery ſtripped off, and 
* be turned out of this family, with every 
« mark of ſhame, you muſt confeſs who 
* employed you on that errand. Down 
* N 4 dropped 


N 
N 
i 
: 
| 
| 
} 


— PP * . w GY ˙1˙ͤmüL˙̃ ⅛« Wm ˙¹¾üñ2 “ —˙ Rewer deen, 2 2 wet”; 


— ws es GAS PS IT AT 


272 Tux BROTHERS. 


dropped the fellow on his knees, crying, 


1 qhope your Honour, and their Lady- 


[6 ſhips, will forgive me; for! had great 


© temptation for what I did.' — We will 
e all pardon you,” ſaid: Lady F oſter, if 
you confeſs the truth: “ And all that 
© you know relating to Mr. Leach,' added 
1.—* An pleaſe your Honour, 1 will 
<< It may be a month or five weeks ago, 
<« when one of Mr. Leach's ſervants, Wil. 


< lam Grant, ſcraped acquaintance with 


* me; and, in the way of converſation, he 
s aſked me, how the match went forward 

between Sir John Emlin and the young 
„lady in our family? —I ſaid, I could 


certify nothing about the matter: that 


indeed we ſuppoſed, by what Sir John's 
* ſervants ſaid of. their maſter's being go- 
ing to The Grove, to prepare for the 


wedding, that it would not be long 
before it happened. —— Will. ſaid, he 


« was ſorry for it; for he believed his 


e maſter deſired to arrival Sir John; and 
das he was the moſt genergſiſt gentleman 
_ © to his ſervants, and every perſon that 


* obliged him, it would be a much hap- 
N 
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60 pier match for the lady; tho' Sir John 
„was to be ſure a noble gentleman, but 
« he could not have the wealth that his 
<« maſter had; for he would come in ſome: 
times three or four days together in one 
week, and throw handfuls of gold out of 
* his pocket, as if it was no more than 
e copper; and he never ſent him on the 
1 leſſe t arrand extraordinary without giv- 
Ling him a guinea; and as I, he heard, 
© was truſted with the carriage of the let- 
e ters to and fro, that -belonged to our 
„family, if I would punctually deliver to 
<« him all that came to or from my lady 
and Miſs Oſniond, he would give me 
< a broad piece for every one, and return 
the letters he received: fo I gave him 
« that which Miſs Oſmond en me with 
« to Sir John, juſt after he went to Emlin- 
Grove, and that which Sir John returned 
„ to her: and I delivered two others which 
he gave me, according to order, in their 
85 places. To be ſure he offered me five 
guineas to carry one on the 12th of Sept 
_ * tember, when J had leave of my lady 


to got to ſee my friends; but if it has 
N 5 5 cauſed | 
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* cauſed any diſturbance, I am to be ſure 
« very ſorry for it; and I hope your Ho- 
«© nours will forgive me. Indeed, and up- 
„on my word, this is, of a truth, all I 
©« know of the Bs as 1 have a foul to 


„be ſaved.” 


We diſmiſſed the "i after ſharply 
upbraiding him: and to every one pre- 
ſent, from his confeſſion, and the ſtyle of 
the letters, it evidently appeared, that 


Leach has been mean enough to bribe a 


ſervant ro ſwerve from his duty in an 


eſſential point; interrupt the agreeahle in- 


tercourſe between two happy lovers, by 


forgery, and perplex them and their 


friends, merely to delay their union, and 
obtain his bett. I was for concealing the 
knowledge of this affair from the vile in- 


cendiary, till he had been obliged to pay 
for his folly; but Doctor Trew is of opi- 
nion, that the fraud ſhould be immedi- 


ately publiſhed, if it was only to deterr 
others from engaging with him in a prac- 


tice on which his chief ſupport depends. 
Fou furniſhed Miſs Oſmond with 
a d which ſhe catched at; and ſaid 


much 


* 
i-8 
. 
2 
ves 
1. 
3 
wa 
2 
2 
. vl 
* W 
* 
* =* 
3 
7 
— 
"40 
£6 
- = 
: wu 
* 5 * 
+ 
x £ 
| 4 
14 
£ 75 
. . 
— 4 
. = 
»B 
3 
Y 
"> 
” or 
. if 
we, 
* Y 
"_ 
* 
* 
> 
N 
2 
* 
LAY 
Wo 
- = 
2 
<P 
4 * 
ot 
8 
1, 
» 
A 
* 
1 
1 
1 
pf 
f N 
IN 
# 
.- 
* 
FH 
be 
S 
« 5 
* 
yo 
2Y 
_ 
2 
* 
> 
22 
"tilt 
— 
3 
* 
i. 
— 0 
1 
E. 
" 
5.558 
++. 
i 
ant 
bs 
3 
- Ih 
- 
> 43 
5 
— 
| 
=. 
by. 
* 
680 
6 
9 
7 
9 
2 
Ty 
— 
= 
7 
je 
44 
i") 
2 -b 
5 
2 \ oo 
vv 
1 
& 
IN 
2. 
Y 
6 
8 
*% 
” 


2 
5 
1 
9 
ay 9 
A 
„ 
ps. 
4-20 
. ©" 
x 7 
1 
ws 
"pv 
== 
3 
1 HH 
2 
1 % F 
f 
:. 
þ 
[4 E. 
= 
: 5 
5 
Te 
1 E. 
* 
Y 
8 
2 
bu 2 
D 
I 
kS$ 
Co 
-T 
I 
s 
- i 
4 3 
2 
== 
205 
A 
„ 
1 
3 
ys 
N. 
1 
9 
3 > 
IN 
BG 
— 
Fo 
#4 
8 
is 
Hoh 
2 
8 
% 
% 
8 
1 
1 
x0 
7 
700 4 
_G. 
We, 
be” 
— 
* Wc 
9 
9 
2 
n 
+. 
++. 
3 8 
— 
<< YL. 
"A 
50 
Kee 
a ? 
\ 3 
N 
x3 
9 
79 
3 
. 
- 668 
* 
© 
1 
N. 
128 
— 2 
1 
* 
* 
— 
Lo * 
1 
7 
oy 
8 
A 
1 
* 
& 
I 
70 


Tur BROTHERS 275 


much uneaſineſs would have been avoided, 
if Sir John, inſtead of writing, had made 


his perſonal appearance : for an interview 
muſt have cleared up the matter.— re- 


' preſented to her the ſtrict prohibition he 
had received from her, as it appeared to 
him : but I find, in caſes of this nature, | 
you fair ladies expect a lover ſhould not 
credit his own ſenſes; for tho? ſhe vouch- 


ſafes to acknowledge his ſufferings to be 


great, and his treatment ill in the affair, 
and that ſhe has now no reſentment 
againſt him (thank her for nothing) for 

crimes he was ot guilty of, we were all 
| obliged to uſe many arguments, before we 


could prevail with her to permit Doctor 


Trew to write an account of this eclair- 


eiſſement to him. 

If you mean to be pardoned for giving * 
her that hint, you muſt ſay ſomething in 
his vindication; and to furniſh you with 
undeniable materials for this purpoſe, I 
tranſmit to you the incloſed, which you 
may make uſe of in your own way, On 
the full detection of the above affair, I 


wrote an account of it to Sir Charles 


1 55551 N 6 Wilding, 


—— - 
* — — 
-— — 2 —— —-— 
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Wilding, and told him the unfair prac- 
tices aſed by his opponent to cheat him of 


bis bett; and that it concerned his honour, 


as much as that of the injured parties, to 
make Leach own himſelf a ſcoundrel, or, 


upon refuſal, to treat him as ſuch, I re- 
ceived the incloſed anſwer; which, as you. 


ee, is addreſſed to, 
Dear Madam, 
' Your intirely devoted, 


A. L. 


1760 oY Colonel 1—. 

Dear Colonel, 
O U have kindly awakened me to 
a ſenfe of my own. levity, - and a 


ſhame for the inconveniences unde- 
ſignedly brought by it upon the wor- 


thieſt man and woman I know in the 
nation, For though I am of a turn for 
gaiety, I ſtart at the name and haughs. 
of baſeneſs or diſingenuity : and would 


rather never laugh as long as I lived, than 


do it at the real expence of any one breath- 


ing. I heartily afk pardon for the inju- 
ries It never intended, nor could have fore-- 
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ſeen; and know not whether I ſhall ever 
be myſelf again, if I am not permitted 


the favour of having the pardon I aſk, 
for my ſhare of offence, ſealed by Sir 


John, on the hand of the injured lady.— 


At the firſt time and place (both which 1 
choſe ſhould be publick) that I met Leach, 
after the receipt of yours, I called him to 
account for the baſeſt of intrigues, and 

the forfeiture of the name ane the rights 
of a gentleman ;. ſaid, that if he would 


not own himſelf a raſcal, I ſhould be 


obliged to give him the treatment proper 


to that character; nay, if he did not own 


it under his hand in a letter to me, which 
I might communicate to the perſons con- 


cerned. I gave him till next day for this 
penance, when I received the following 
from him. 
OT me! Sir Charles, if you did not 
put me into ſome bodily fright from 


the ſternneſs of your behaviour yeſterday. It 


was however a little cruel to expoſe me in 


ſo publick a manner, for what I would 


willingly have aſked pardon on my knees, 


either at your houſe, or my own lodg- 
ings. 
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ings. I acknowledge the facts charged 
upon me, and all the tranſactions between 
my ſervant and Jerry: but it was only 
with the innocent deſign of winning a 
wager I ſtood much in need of, and with- 
out any malice prepenſe, I aſſure you to 
the perſons I made free with. But you in- 
fiſt upon my owning myſelfa raſcal; under 
my own hand. I here then do it; but 
muſt inſiſt upon it, I am a faſhionable. 
raſcal, if you mean by that name (and in 


no other ſenſe it can belong to me) an i- 


digent man, who muſt get money by all 
means out of the reach of law, which 
are juſtified by mode, and can be raiſed 
from the follies and diſſipation of thoſe, 
who thus, perhaps, chuſe to relieve the 
wants of their indigent brethren : and ſo, 
poſſibly, after all, it may not be cheating: 
Conſider, good Baronet, that you, who 
are born to eſtates, are bad caſuiſts for 


thoſe younger brothers, who have as much. 


taſte for modern pleaſures as yourſelves, 
but are denied the fortune to ſupport it. 
And who now, even of thoſe not under 

this n — to tip the wink, 
* or 
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or change a card, when a ſtake of value is 
depending? It ſeems to be a civil allowed 


way of plunder ; an agreed method of the 
polite world, to correct the unequal diſtri- 


bution of things; ; and in this rank I hope 

you, and your friends, will place the For- 

gery (an ugly word, indeed ! J change it for 

Addreſs) 1 ET 

| Your ſervant, 
LEACH, 


Lady Barbara 2 To Miſs Oſmond, ; 


Bond- ſtreet, Od. 9. 
AM exuberantly happy, and in the 
1 higheſt flow of ſpirits imaginable, up- 
on receipt of the pacquet, which I incloſe, 
from my ſoldier ; whom I love more and 
more for the ſervices he has done you, as 
well as for thoſe he always obliges me 
with. Theſe letters, which are from the two 
wagerers, contain the moſt juſt and droll 
piece of penance that ever was invented 
or performed: and I really think, Sir 
Charles has deſerved by it the favour he 


aſks of pardon, and of ſealing it by kiſſ- 
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ing your hand, or your face, if you 

_ pleaſe. I laugh while I write: indeed I 
have done nothing elle, ſince I beheld the 
poor rogue in his habit of ſackcloth, 
making his downcaſt appearance and 

award: confeſſion to the whole circle _ 
his acquaintaince, and labouring to raiſe a 
little mirth, to cover his confuſion, and 

favour his eſcape. I dance from one end 
of the room to the other, and contraſt the 
former perplexities with the preſent ſtate 
of things. I fanſy I ſee Sir John in his 
gardens, penſive, outrageous, deſpairing, 
in a labyrinth of doubts and imaginations, 
without one avenue of light into it, or 
hope of eſcape out. Then, all the woman 
riſing in the breaſt of the imaginary ſuf- 

ferer, the ſlighted fair, and her careful. 

maternal guardian. It will burſt out ſome 
way or other; I am weary of laughing; 
take it in doggrel, and laugh with me; 
or at me, which you pleaſe, as long as 1 


know your are happy. 


1 am, my dear, extremely pleas d, 
To find your anger is appeas'd : 


— 
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The man, it ſeems, is free from blame: 
He ſtill preſerv'd an ardent flame; 
And lov'd with fo much violence, 
It quits o'er-turn'd his common ſenſe; 
Made him appear a recreant knight, 
Meditating trait'rous flight. 

*Tis not improbable, hed ſworn, - 
Ere to his charmer he'd return, 
Some doughty enterprize ſhould prove 

His proweſs equal to his love. 
This might be, ſure, his raſh intent, 
Altho' to croſs it fortune meant, 

Who ſent no monſter in his way, 
With whom he might commence a fray, 
His pit'ous plight, I make no doubt, 
(Did we ſearch Emlin-Grove e 
Each wounded bark will now record, 
Pierc'd with the pen-knife of its lord. 
Should you continue ſtill ſevere, - 

More dreadful ills I've cauſe to fear; 

The dagger, or the poiſon'd bowl, 
Perchance, might let out his great ſoul ; 
Or he might tempt the fatal pond, 
| | Known by the name of Roſamond, 

A tragic ſcene, unthought by you, 
ls ever preſent to my view; MD 
3 Eren 
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Ev'n now, the baleful aconite, 

The rope, the dagger's in my ſight ! 5 
Avert, then, theſe diſaſters fell, 

by you love him, an and—Barbara L— 


I told you, you were not to expect ſenſe 


from me: accept of rhime; 'tis the beſt I _ 


have at prefent, Vour next meeting with 


Sir John I ſhall look upon as a ſecond 
courtſhip, and I will poſitively be at it, as 
I had ſome ſhare in the firſt ; and for that 
purpoſe will bring Sir John along with 
me to Richmond, to-morrow, or next xt day. 


"FF ill _, arr 


CHAP. XVI. 


HE third day after Ending this 


epiſtle, which had raiſed the ex- 
i . Pro of the family at Richmond, and 
ſet one heart at leaſt a going, a ſervant 
opened the door of the room where they 
were ſitting after dinner, and was followed 
by Lady Bab, who, holding Sir John Em- 
lin by the hand, ſaid, Here is the fugi- 
my tive, whom I have taken the liberty to 
N „ 
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introduce, without the ceremony of pre- 
e vious notice. But, ladies, whatever 
„ want of manners there may appear in 
te this proceeding, there is none in him; 
* it is-all my own. He, like a true dif- 
conſolate lover, would have kept a re- 
* ſpectful diſtance, for weeks at leaſt; 
* blotted I know not how much paper 
with tears and apologies, before he had 
* preſumed to ſhew his face to his once 
* offended fair one.” She was juſt going 
: on, when Miſs Oſmond, riſing, and take- 
ing her hand, ſaid, If this gentleman 
had wanted an introducer, he could not 
have choſen a more agreeable one than 
your Ladyſhip. But Sir John Emlin,“ 
turning at the inſtant upon. him, with a 
| ſmile of complacency, and taking his hand 
for Lady Bab's, which ſhe quitted, can 
© want no introduction but his own, to 
one who always eſteemed him, and 
who had, upon the juſteſt conſidera- 
tions, given reaſoni to expect more than 
eſteem; being arranted to do it by the 


« conſent of one parent preſent, and an- 


-* other who ſhe. _ would ſoon. be fo, 
the 
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the judgment of her friends, and the 
_ * deliberate conſent of her own eyes and 
heart.“ Sir John, bowing on the hand 
which held his, continued ſilent for ſome 
moments; but recovering himſelf, ſaid, 
ou are born to excell, and you will al- 
e ways do it. I came as a ſort of crimi- 


<* nal; criminal by accident and deſign of 


© others, not my own; to lay m TR at 
s your feet, and aſk forgiveneſs for my 
F folly, in denying myſelf ſo long the 
„ happineſs of addreſſing you, and clear- | 
ing up the occafion af your diſpleaſure, |} 
ox ſinking under it. But if you knew | 
„my heart, and what has paſſed in it, 
fſinee that ſuppoſed cruel command of 
e abſence, you would think me ſufficient-- 
« ly puniſhed for my momentary miſap- 


prehenſion of you. But you have ſeen 


that heart, and ſeen it all yours; or you 
could not with ſo much goodneſs have 
prevented my confuſion, and-raiſed me 
again to life and you, by a declaration 
4 which does this publick honour to my 


deareſt pretenſions. Oh! Madam, you 


2 Sppral me with all this ſweetneſs; and 


A Talmoſt- 


EC COME NE AEITTN 
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5 almoſt wiſh you would chide me, the- 


J that is not your talent, that I might re- 
© WY cover, my ſenſes.“ I do then chide 


« you,” ſaid the ſmiling charmer, for 
our abſence, whatever was the ſuppoſed 
* cauſe; and for believing any one, or any 
„thing, but myſelf; and my own words; 

* 0 the prejudice of my honour, in an 
© engagement of this nature. Bur you 
* muſt allow me to plead your excuſe, 
«ſince I have named your only fault; 


* which was my own, as well as yours. 


« Miſrepreſentation had ſpread a miſt of 
indiſtinction between us, which enlarged 


< ſome things, and leſſened others, beyond 5 
cheir proportion; and 1 could not ſee Sir 


„John Emlin, nor he Miſs Oſmond, as 
they really were. But the diſſipation of 


his cloud of error has made me attend 


© to more reaſons for juſtifying my choice, 
6 chen-1 diſcerned before; as the ſun is 


known to break out with purer luſtre, 
+ after emerging from the vapours which 
+ obſcured him.“ I am ſure,” ſaid the 


raptured lover, I need but to fee you 
* as you are, to ſee the faireſt and moſt 
vr | « amiable 


—— 


— tam 41 
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s amiable of women,” —< I proteſt, cried 
Lady Bab, throwing herſelf into a chair, 
 Þ. whoſe example was followed by the whole 
company, this is very pretty. Cannot 
married folks, as well as thoſe who are 
going to be ſo, quarrel a little, for the 
© pleaſure of making up matters in this 
genteel eaſy manner? I think I muſt 
« ſet about it ſome way or other. But will 
you ſay ſuch ſoft things as this gentle- 
man ?'—“ Will you,“ replied the Colo- 
nel, © give me the ſame occaſion of ſay- 
« ing them, as this lady has done 1 
„will not wait your anſwer, but defire 


00 you would give your voice to a ſong 


« out of Hercules, whoſe words, as well 
« ſounds, I think are pretty; and expreſ- 


« five of the ſubject we are upon.—!I will 


repeat them to the company, before you 
" improve them by ſinging them,” 


Conſtant lovers never roving, 

Never jealous torments proving,” 
Calm imperfett pleaſures taſte: 
But the bliſs to rapture growing, 
"Bliſs from reconcilement flowing, 


T * is love's ſublime repaſt. 


Silent | 
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Silent attention, which had accompa - 
ried the ſonnet, gave place to univerſal 
commendation of the performance, and 
the performer, and 'acknowledgment of 
her readineſs to oblige, and her happy 
addreſs in doing it. Lady Foſter, how- 
ever, begged leave to obſerve, that, not- 
withſtanding the melody and eaſy turn of 
the lines, and the pretty image of the ſub- 
lime pleaſure of reconciliation, and the 
| above alluſions to the ſun ſhining brighter 
; after a ſhower; * ſhe would adviſe no 
M couple already joined, or any ſoon go- 
ing into the married ſtate, to try ſo dan- 
gerous an experiment as that - which 
wants reconciliation. I remember,” con- 
tinued the good lady, © that I once 
caught Sir Ambroſe with an unuſual 
degree of complacency reading and re. 
„ peating a line, which, he ſaſd, it was 
e jimpoſſible for him to expreſs to me in 
the native beauty of the original Latin, 
&« which runs this (for I got the ſound of 
ee the words, and'ſhall never forget them, 
« or FRE ſenſe of them . e 
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N unquam cum matre redii in gratiam, 


«© Literally rendered, (remember, it is Sir 


Ambroſe ſpeaks) ſays no more, than 15 
never returned into favour with my mo- 


ther; but means a more delicate ſenti- | 
ment; I never quarrelled with my mo- 
ther, never had occaſion for a reconci- | 


liation with her. A broken limb may 


unite again, with no loſs of beauty and 
uſe, and with an increaſe of ſtrength; 

and yet, I think, no one, in his right 
ſenſes, would break a leg, in hopes of its. 
growing ſtronger by the fracture. Per- 
fect innocence is better than repentance - 
; and reconciliation can be but the ſecond, 
.tho? beſt, thing after diſagreement. In- 
deed it has been ſaid, the ſquabbles of 


lovers are the reſtoration and renewal 


of love; but then theſe are the imper- 
tinences of looſe and capricious people, 
Who unhallow the name of love, and 
want the poignaney of little diſputes and 


paſſions, to relieve the cloying ſatiety of 


- irregular: gratifications, without truſt, 


friendſhip, reliance, eſteem, and the 
eternal pleaſing exchange of good offices, 
„ which 


A + 
a 
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< which conſtitute the ambition 2 feli 
< city of unions, founded in ſenſe, vir- 


<< tue, and taſte.” —* Oh, Madam, ' cried | 
Sir John, what a delightful picture 
© have you drawn of a happineſs, which 
7 one couple. in the company already en- 


joy, and another you ſaid [con 7 
The word ſoon, I remember well, 


© darted thro*. my whole frame, and 04 


me with che moſt pleaſing expectation. 
« But what is expectation ?? Then throw- 


ing himſelf at her feet, continued, You 
are the parent, the only one of that dear 
name preſent, Who have a right to this 
application. Remember the hopes, 


© the impatience, the honeſt impatience, 
your ſingle. word ſoon raiſed in me; and 
do not extinguiſh the new life you gave 
© me, by not naminga day for my complete 
happineſs, and that the ſoonęſt, that can 


be named with propriety, and my ſoul 


« will run forward to it, and not ſuffer me 
© to doubt the compliance, which duty 


with love will conſpire to obtain from 


che moſt ingenuous and kindeſt of her 


_ © ſex.'—** Relieve , me from that poſture, 


1M OL. . 0 Sir 
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« Sir John, due only to the real parent of 
« this lady, and not to one, who only out 
of love and real affection aſſumes, and 

& would deſerve, that name. He is ex- 
* pected in a fortnight at fartheſt, and 
, A may be here ſooner; and tho? he has 

© promiled, would doubtleſs be glad to 
« vive himſelf the hand he promiſed. — 

A fortnight! and that left to the mercy 

of winds and waves! O! Madam, days | 

© are ages with men in my fituation,'— 

«A fortnight, Sir John, can hardly be 

<« thought too much for ſome things of 
e ſettlement, and decent preparation, ne- 
ceſſary on the occaſion.” —He ſtarted 
forward, and ſaid, As to ſettlement, I 

© throw a Carte blanche; and if you 
© pleaſe to fill it up with the entail of ny 

«whole eſtate, I ſhall not think it too 


E 


„ much, Madam. — Tour generoſity, 
Gre faid che good lady, does not more 
| «oblige than it embarraſſes thoſe wo 
| ce have any concern in this affair, and t 
| 2 ſtrengthens the neceſſity of waiting the . 
| 5 arrival of the only proper Judge between 2 
j & + his daughter and you. - But, Sir, as you 7 
. expreſſed 4 


0 
3 
|. 
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cc expreſſed an apprehenſion of farther de- 
00 lay from the accidents of a voyage, if 
my daughter (for ſo ſhe and you will 


< allow me to call her) has no objection, 
<< I will venture to ſet Thurſday ſennight 


© for the day deſired, and will endeavour 


ci to make all the diſpoſitions I can, hope- 


e ing Sir Henry's return within the time; 
but if that hope fails, promiſing « on my 
c part to act without him.”—Sir John 


bowed | in acknowledgment, and turning 
to Miſs Oſmond, and taking her. hand, 


faid, with tears of joy and tranſport, 


Will you pronounce me happy? She 


bluſhed, and bowed conſent : and both 
5 received the congratulations of the com- 


any on the occaſion. 


CHAP. XVII. 


\H E next day Sir John left the 
ladies, and went to Emlin-Grove, 


to make proper diſpoſitions for their re- 


ception at the approaching time. He ſaid, 
ar parting, *<* He ped not wy his abſenc; 
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to make it long. '—After he had given 


che neceſſary orders at The Grove, he went 


to town, to beſpeak clothes and liveries, 
and to execute a much more agreeable 
pourpoſe, of having an unconditional mar- 
riage-ſettlement made of fifteen hundred 
pounds a year, which he executed upon 


the ſpot, and brought with him at his 
return to Richmond. The ladies there, 


during his abſence, were not engaged in, 
2 much different manner. Thoughts em- 
pPloyed their ſolitude, and the no mean 
female concern of dreſs and accommoda- 
tion their companionable hours: the place 


was agreed to be Richmond, and Doctor 


Trew was to perform the ceremony the 
gueſts of the family were to be all preſent, 
- and ſtay till that affair was over, and till 
the arrival of Sir Henry, ſooner or later, 


The matter of ſettlement was not forgot; 


and it was reſolved, as moſt agreeable | to 
the ſentiments and intimations on that 
head from abroad, to accept of no more 
than five hundred pounds, and leave all 
other money matters till Sir Henry arriv- 


eg. Some days had 1 when Sir John 
* - 0. 4 ond 
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came, as faſt as horſes could draw him, to 


the ſeat of love and delight, from whence 
he had never been abſent a moment in 
fancy and deſire. He recounted the va- 


riety of his employs at The Grove, but 
faid, he had only ſtudied neceſſary con- 


venience, and had left embelliſhment to 


the better taſte of her, who was to be the 
miſtreſs of it and him. He then pro- 


_ duced his ſettlement, rather in compliance 
with their ſentiments, than his own, he 
ſäaid, which would have made it much 
Jarger. Due praiſe was allowed to the 
gentility of his propoſal; but he was in- 
formed at the ſame time, that ſuch a ſet- 
tlement was not agreeable to the gentle- 


man abroad, or his daughter's friends at 


home; and that only a third part of it 


would be accepted, in caſe Sir Henry did 


not come before the time. Days and 
hours were numbered and paſted, in flow 


or quicker ſucceſſion, | according to the 


difference of imagination in the Treckon- 


ers, when at length arrived the afternoon 
of that day which preceded that of the 
__— They were ſitting in the dining- 

O 3 | rom: | 
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room, and computing the length of 2 
voyage from Gibraltar to England, and 


the ſlender hopes there now were of ſeeing | 
Sir Henry on this Intereſting occalionz; | 
when they heard an equipage ſtop at the 


gate, and ſoon followed a meſſage from a 


gentleman, who ſtept out of it, and de- 1 


fired to be admitted to Lady Foſter, and | 


her company. Lady Foſter roſe haſtily, | 


and was advanced ſome ſteps to receive 
him, when he entered the room, and ſa. 
luting her, ſaid, * He was fortunate in 


meeting the firſt object of his gratitude | 


« and acknowledgments. For what,” 
continued he, am I not indebted to 


© that mother of my deareſt child, who | 


« left her no room to miſs the molt in- 
« dulgent and amiable relation of that 
& name in the world?” At that inſtant 
ſeeing his daughter, who had been for 
ſome time bathing his hand with her tears, 
he caught her in his arms, and claſping 
her to his breaſt, cried, * O my child! 
< this is your place, neareſt my heart.“ 
Sir John, turning ſuddenly ro him, and 
- embracing him. FIR, is room alſa for 
55 « you 
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e you; for you and that dear creature are 


one, or are to be one: which is it? 


«Am I come too late for my wiſh ?”— 


No, Sir: to-morrow is Then I am 


* happy.”—*+ But, Sir Henry,” ſaid Lady 


- Foſter, the ſcene is too affecting; let 
me intreat you to fit down, and ſuſpend 


for a moment the flow of your generous 


3 ſentiments.“ “ No, Mad am,” „ 


plied, not till 1 have paid my acknow- 
ledgments to the three other perſons 


* jn the room, whom 1 ſuppoſe to be all 
* friends to my dear child, becauſe they 


— 


% are With her in your houſe; and if they 
'* are her friends, they are mine, and I 


„ muſt be greatly obliged to them.“ 


«4 Yoware not miſtaken? faid Lady Foſtet, 
© they ate indeed her friends; and have 


© ſhewed themſelves ſo upon every occa- 


* ſenſe, courage, humanity, and honour.” 


< fion which could call for aſſiſtance from 


—* You need not name them,” anſwered 


Sir Henry: I know them, by your pic- 


e ture, to be Colonel L-— and Lady 


O4 8 


* Barbara, whoſe kind offices my daugli- 
2 ter has io often recounted to me in let 
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a which affected my heart, and ever 
_— wil affect it, while one ſpark of juſtice | 
* or honour is alive in it, And this gen- 


<«tleman,” turning to Doctor Trew, 


* muſt, by his Nabe. be that worthieſt 1 
of clergymen to whom my child was 
<« indebted for her reſcue from one of 


her diſtreſſes, and a ſeries of good of- 


< fices. Sir, I thank you; E thank you 


„all. I can no more at preſent: give 


«© me leave to ſit, and calm the hurry of | 
« all theſe pleaſing emotions.“ The com- 
pany being ſeated, and engaging in dif- 
terent parties of converſation, Lady Foſter 


ordered tea, and aſked Sir Henry what 


voyage he had, and when he arrived, 
« ] really, Madam,” ſaid he, am al- 
< moſt aſhamed to tell you, leſt I ſhould 


appear an idle, or an inſenſible crea- 
ture, to my moſt concerning intereſt, 
After a good voyage, if a quick and 


very fatiguing one may be called fo, 1 
landed in England laſt Saturday about 


„ noon, and after ſome little refreſhment, 


got to town that night, The next day 


< was a — reſt from buſineſs on its 


1 * | 18 own | 
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© own account, and from any labour on 
my own, who ſtood much in need of it · 
On Monday morning I ſent a ſervant to 
Argyle Buildings, to make the compli- 
« ments of a gentleman, without men- 
* tioning my name, to Lady Foſter, if 
© there; and if not, to inquire after the 
health of the family, and their preſent 
* reſidence, and to pick out, in purpoſed 
„chat, what news he could about them. 
% My man, who is not an inſenſible fel- 
* low, found means to get out of your 
© ſervant what intelligence he wanted 
That Lady Foſter and Miſs Oſmond 
« were at Richmond, with a great deal of 
other company, and were not expected 
< intown till after the wedding. Dear 
% Mrs. Deborah!” Martha, if you 
© pleaſe,” ſaid the wench. © Iamglad of it” 
ſaid Joe: © Patty is a much prettier name 
„ than Deb: What wedding?“ Why, 
* hav*nt you heard of it? the town. and 
country rings of it: it has been off 
Land on, I know not how many times, 
© and diſmal work has been about it! and 
# need t wonder at it, for ſhe is a ſweet 
© 3 = ladyy 
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lady and they ſay now is certainly to 
© be married to Sir John Emlin. “ But 
40 when, pray, my dear? do you know?“ 
Not exactly, but I fancy it may be a 
« 3 or two firſt; for a ſervant of my 
© lady's, who was here with ſome orders 
about ſome of the wedding things, told 
me, Sir John Emlin was at Richmond, 
© and that it would ſurely. be a match at 
© laſt: but, from ſome words dropp*d 
© while: he was waiting at table, it was 
s thought they waited for the coming 
2 home of Miſs Oſmond's father, who was 
ß 1 in a few weeks.” Joe, who had 
&« got his errand, ſaid, © Weddings put one 
sin mind of little civilities;* and begging 


«a ſalute, parted.— This information, | 


<« | thought, gave a furlough of abſence 
«© from you for a few days, which I had 
ce buſineſs enough for. I was going to 
write, but could not deny myſelf the 
& pleaſure of a ſurprize. I had ſomething 


* neceſſary to be done in the affair I wag 
: 10 going to Richmond about, and it was 
e proper to change the old ſoldier*s wea · 
2 cher-beaten dreſs and appearance, for 


2 one 
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& one A ſuited to the Joy of the occa- 
© fjoh, and the dighity of the vin rem | 
ee While theſe things were preparing, 1 
thought I might do ſome few acts of 

; * juſtice, reſolved. upon before my arrival. 

in England. 'You may remember, Ma- 
« dam, I mentioned to you the tender 
* kindneſs of good Mrs. Agnis in my 

4 diſtreſs, and that, at her death, ſhe left 
«© my daughiter five hundred pounds, 
* which ſhe had ſaved up by her prudent 

« economy. Upon inquiry, T luckily 

found out two of her near relations, 
« who wanted juſt double that ſum to 
Co place them in an advantageous ſitua- 
tion: J ſent for them, and engaged my- 

« ſelf for the money, and ſaw them happy 

in the defired fituation.”—* Generous, 

Sir Henry!“ ſaid the delighted lady.— 

« Not at all, Madam; Ido not look upon 

it! in that light, but as an act of ſtrict 

« + juſtice, My daughter had a right to the 

« kind legacy, as long as ſhe wanted it; 

« that ceaſing, it devolved in all reaſon to 

1 thoſe who had the neareſt claim to her 

146 relation and benevolence: and the ad- 

5 O 6 dition 
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 ladyz and they ſay now is cerrainly to 


© be married to Sir John Emlin. But [- 


« when, pray, my dear? do you know?“ 
NN Xt exactly, but J fancy it may be a 
15 week or two firſt; for a ſervant of my 
_ © lady's, who was here with ſome orders 
about ſome of the wedding things, told 
me, Sir John Emlin was at Richmond, 
© and that it would ſurely be a match at 
© laſt: but, from ſome words- dropp*d 


3 while he was waiting at table, it was 


* thought they waited for the coming 
home of Miſs Oſmond's father, who was 
: expected in a few weeks.” Joe, who had 
got his errand, faid, © Weddings put one 

« in mind of little civilities;* and begging 
«a ſalute, parted, —This. information, 


<«] thought, gave a furlough of abſence | 


from you for a few days, which I had 
4e buſineſs enough for. I was going to 
<« write, but could not deny myſelf the 
<« pleaſure of a ſurprize. I had ſomething 
s neceſſary to be done in the affair I wag 


going to Richmond about, and it was 


“ proper to change the old ſoldier's wea- 
= * ther-beaten. dreſs and: appearance: for 


* one 
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my daughter five hundred pounds, 
þ *© which ſhe had ſaved up by her prudent 
« economy. Upon. inquiry; I luckily. | 
« found out two of her near relations, 
« who wanted juſt double that ſum to 
place them in an advantageous ſitua - 
tion: I ſent for them, and engaged my- 
« ſelf for the money, and ſaw them happy 
in the defired ſituation,” —* Generous. 
« Sir Henry * ſaid the delighted lady.,— 1 
Not at all, Madam; I do not look upon 
„it jn that light, but s an act of ſtriccece 
« juſtice, My daughter had a right to the 
« kind legacy, as long as ſhe wanted it; 
« thoſe who had the neareſt claim to her 
4 relation and benevolence: and the ad- 
als 0 6 dition 
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dition was little more chan the common 
2 intereſt; and therefore it was not giv. . 
CG ing, but paying, I would have given 


© myſelf the pleaſure of an interview with. 


« my poor ſiſter Mortimer, but found I, 
vas obliged to defer it. to a. more, pro- 
per ſeaſon. You will wonder how the. 
« pretended wife of my father came into 
my thoughts at ſuch a time; but ſhe. 
did; and I wanted: to ſee, or: write to. 
© her, partly upon my awn accaunt, and. 
«© ſomething upon hers. She has left Do- 
ever · ſtreet; but the inquiry there fur-. 


< niſhed' me an. opportunity, of writing to. 


« her. I told her of my return, and my 
C concern for her ſituation, and the cauſe: 
4 of it: that I did not write to inſult, but. 
« Jeſſen, her misfortune; not to reproach, 
but excuſe, her fault: that ſhe had the 
« extenuation of being a woman, preſſed 
« by the commands of a huſband, and: 
unable to ſuſtain tlie ſhock of a father's 
« diſpleafure: that heaven itſelf ſeemed: 
« to have made a diſtinction of the guilt 
of the three parties, as he did on occa- 

2 fon of the firſt N by the ſe- 
; «vere 
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tt vere fate of two of them, and the re- 
0 ſpite of the other for repentance, which 
„I was glad to hear ſhe was devoted to, 
4% and if ſhe could obtain pardon from. 
| © God, upon the moſt conſtant and ſin- 
cc © ceve. aſking, ſhe might be ſure of mine, 
without aſking, at all: and in token of 
« it, I reſolved to ſettle upon her for life. 
0 three hundred pounds a year, which ſhe 
might reckon, and act upon, as com- 
* mencing from the date of this letter; 
« and that after I had ſettled my affairs 
a at Oſmond-place, I would either bring 
« or ſend her the deed. I requeſted agen 
4 to ſend me what ſurveys ſhe had of the: 
« eſtate, being wanted. for a preſent occa- 
© fionz and the keys. and inventories of 
what jewels, Sc. were in her or her 
* ſon's poſſeſſion; and this by the bearer, 
& who was going into Devonſhire, to put 
© things in order for my reception. She 


3 oe 4 
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«© ſaid, her confuſion and tears would not 0 
permit her to write an anſwer to my = 
« kind letter, but ſhe would take fome ; 
opportunity of throwing herſelf at my 
4 * feet; 3 and had ſent faithfully the things. 


« demanded 
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* demanded of het. The lawyers had by 


| _ * his time done what 1 wanted for my 


journey; and I purſued it, till I came 
into this, the moſt agreeable company 
to me in the world. The things muſt 
« he neceſfary ones, Which“ could kee 
«me from 80 embtaces of my pi 
child three days.“ 
© Your delay, ſaid the Colonel, muſt 
6 be thought longer than three days, or 
as many weeks, if we were t6 meaſure 
* it by our own impatience” ts ſee you, or 
«© the many. affairs you have tranſacted.“ 
Sir,“ replied Sir Henry, * while [ live, 
« ] ſhall always be acting; and if I was 
not ſo happy as to be directed to do 
« what in my apprehenſion. is right, . 
„ ſhould be a very buſy creature in 
6c doing miſchief: and I now think ac- 
tions, at leaſt good ones, not hours, 
days, and years, to be the true way of 
40 eſtimating time, and judging. of the 
« lepgrh or ſhortneſs of human life.— 
But, Sir John, I have ſome buſineſs to 
do. with you, and the hours haſten to 
Ky bring, on the night, which is to be fol- 
S lowed 
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5 


& lowed by the day; 1 know what you 


© lovers would call it, the happy day : 


0 happy indeed to me, ſince doubt not 
< its being fo to you. To- morrow, 1 
* think you ſay.“ “ Yes, Is if you 
8 © pleaſero give your ſanction. “01 with 


_  pleafure I do it. Let me ever increaſe, 
and never delay a nomci, the happineſs 
in my power to give.” 


F muſt inform you, Sir,“ ſaid Lady 


Fofter, that Sir John made an uncon- 


© ditional offer of his whole eſtate in ſet- 
<fHement % and when that was thought not 


agreeable to your ſentiments, actually 


brought one ready executed for fifteen 
hundred a year. Irreſolute what to do 
in your abfence, we ventured to accept 
« five hundred, and leave the reſt to your 
arrival and determination. 1 know 
<« not,” ſaid Sir Henry, whether T am 


more obliged by the generofity of one 


40 party, or the prudent limits ſet to it by 


« the: other; but J heartily thank you 


« both. Pray let me ſee the two parch- 


, ments you have mentioned.“ He re- 
ceived ; and ſlightly looking into 
them, 


— — 
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them, flung both into the fire: and then, 
turning to Sir John, ſaid, © You muſt | 
© excuſe me, Sir; you have hitherto had 
sc the time for exerting your amiable diſ- 
« poſitions ; I muſt have mine to do juſ- 
« tice, to my. own ſentiments, | I muſt. 
have no reply; if you will have my 
ee daughter with my conſent, it muſt be 
* upon my own terms, which, I hope, 
« will not appear unreaſonable.” At the 
inſtant he took out of his pocket three 
parchments; the firſt containing a con-. 


veyance of a thouſand pounds a year to 


Sir John Emlin, which he ſigned and de- 
livered in the preſence of the company, 
e ſecond,*” faid he, ſmiling, is a 
4 revocation of this gift, or rather an 
66 appropriation of it: by it you are to 
« ſettle this very thouſand a year as a join- 
ture on my daughter, and that abſo- 
66 lutely for your joint uſe, during mar- 
9 and afterwards, to her and her 
< heirs: for ever. I know, Sir, the plea- 
« ſure of giving, and am willing to ſe- 
e cure my girl that ſatisfaction, for an 


<6 $ exerciſe of her generous diſpoſitions. 
7 : | Ty The 
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The third is a deed of conveyance of 


another thouſand pounds a year, with 
the manſion-houſe, to take place after 


* my deceaſe; and then to be yours, 
e during your joint-lives; her's, for life 
only, in caſe of ſurvivorſhip; and, at 
her death, to revert to your heirs and 
* executors, and be at the ſame abſolute 
4 diſpoſal with your own inheritance.” 


Sir John was going to ſpeak, when he 


was deſired to remember conditions: and 


Sir Henry continued, After due execu- 
« tion of the ſeveral deeds, the reſt of my 


s eſtate you mult leave at preſent for the 


„maintenance of an old man: but I will 
stell you what, probably, I ſhall do with 


it; for do ſomething, as I told you be- 
* fore, I muſt, while I exiſt, With part 


*. of it, I ſhall endeavour to ſupport the 


« honour of my family, in all the acts of 
« juſtice and humanity which may offer 
„ themſelves. to me: the poor will have 
es their ſhare, and particularly all the pub- 
+ lick charities, which have been the 
glory, and are perhaps the ſecurity, of 
d our nation: the remainder will be yours; 
but 


4 — + : / 
* 


1 * oppreſſion of bein 
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« but as that remainder is an unevttain 
* fum, I chufe it ſhould be yours by gift, 
and not by bargain,” All preſent 
ſhewed their approbation every way that 
ſilence could expreſs it; when he went 
on, ſpeaking to Sir John, Your gene- 
< rous heart ſeems to labour under the 


do any thing that 
do I deſire any thing ſhould ſet me free, 


ſet me free, nor 


. obliged: I cannot « | 


from being greatly obliged to you. You | 


gare the firſt man I would chuſe for my 
friend, and the beſt man 1 could with 
« for my neareſt relation. You reſcuetl 
my daughter, when unknown, from the 
« greateſt. of dangers; this was your hu- 
4 manity: -you loved her when-ſeen ;-when 
_* known; nay, when unknown, under all 
the appearanes of diſtreſs, and. deſtitu- 
< tion of fortune and friends ; you would 
not believe the report of others, nor. the 
* teſtimony of your own: ſenſes, to her 
« difadvintage. Tou loved her, as ſſie 
& appeared virtuous; you would not ceaſe 
to hope and love her, when the ap- 
© peared Otherwiſe : you gave her all 
| W © things, 


\/ 


* things, deſired nothing, but herſelf. 


What an aſſemblage is this of worthy 


< paſſion, ſteady affection, candour, gene- 


< rofity, and all the qualities, which con- 


« ftitute the dignity of human nature!“ 
Riſing, he took his daughter by the hand, 


have the ſupreme pleaſure of doing it 
<< in a more ſolemn manner. I give you, 
« Sir John, the beſt gift I have to give 
you; and if the ſentiments of a fond 
father may be indulged—nay, bluſh 
not, my child, at the overflowings of 


* my heart, and ſuffer me to finiſh my 


$ ſentence— I give you, Sir John, a wo- 
* man equal in every deſirable quality to 
te any man, but him to whom I give her.“ 
The notice of ſupper put an end to this 
affecting converſation, and left the com- 
pany at liberty to recollect what had paſſed, 
and turn for 4 time to more indifferent 
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and, putting it into Sir John's, ſaid, . 
. © here join your hands: to-morrow I ſhall | 


— 


— 
— —— 


r * 
2 2 3 
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\H E reader, who has a pas for 
what paſſed in the foregoing chap- 


ter, will have little curioſity for a detail 
of all the uſual ſolemnities of the follow- 
ing day. It will not be difficult to ima 


gine he ſees all the propriety of dreſs and 
behaviour, a decent proceſſion to a croud- 
ed church, the miniſter performing che 
office, the venerable father giving his 
| daughter, the lovelieſt of women beſtow- 
ing her hand, and the fineſt gentleman of 
his age receiving it, with a grace mn 
to ſuch characters. 

At the return from church, an yniveckel 
complacency appeared in the countenances 
of all above-ſtairs, and more noiſy ex- 
preſſion of mirth was allowed to thoſe be- 
low, and without-doors. Dinner was ſerv- 
ed with elegance, without profuſion, and 
toaſts were drank by the amiable gueſts, 
without noiſe or intemperance. Senſe ſup- 
plied the place of tumult, and pleaſantry 
and good humour that of ribaldry and 

low 
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low. witticiſm. The dance — Was 
given up, as one of the gueſts was leaſt 
likely to bear a part in it: but happy, 
happy, hapty pair! with ſome other chan- 
Zonettas on the occaſion, were ſung by 
Lady Bab to Lady Emlin's harpſichord, 
and a duet by both, in which both ex- 
celled. Being ſeated again at the table, 
Lady Bab ſaid, ſhe believed a few matches 
like this would bring wedlock into mode, 
and put keeping out of countenance. 
« Your own, Madam,“ faid Lady Emlin, 
« will bear a principal part in procuring 
«ſuch a reformation, if to be procured 
« by ſuch means. The Colon bowed 
to the compliment: and Lady Foſter 
ſaid, © There is no reforming ſuch low 
© creatures by this means, or any other; 
© ſince it is not want of virtue, but 
« want of ſenſe, which, in the general, 
makes them offenders. The pleaſure 
« ariſing from an union of minds, intereſts 
and inclinations, a continual exchange 
of good offices, and a ſweet contention 
for ſuperiority in compliances, cannot be 
4 lt be donne W l of delicacy of 
| $* 26% vFA\ 4 7— * taſte, 


—— — — ESIRF IEPA gn. = + * 
* 


310 THE BROTHERS. 


by taſte, and purity of heart; and therefore 


© cannot be known to theſe rebels to God 


and nature, and experience. My happi- 


* neſs. in the married ſtate was ſo pure and 


8 unmixed, tho' I make no pretenſion to 


any extraordinary refinements, that! 
have been able to ſubſiſt with chearful. 


< neſs upon the memory of it; where 


0 the once author of that happineſs lives, 
© and pleaſes, and entertains. If Lam in 
te the fecond, P: cries Lady Bab, „ find 
« your Ladyſnip puts in for a, third place 
among the honours of wedlock, Burt 
<5 you: will excuſe me, if I am not of quite 
«ſq fine a taſte as to think myſelf happy 
in the mere memory of happineſs. My 


“ ſoldier, you know, may be ſhot, and 
no- body knows how: ſoon: and muſt I 
ever after hve: upon the ſpare diet of me. 
« mary ? Tou mad thing you, ſaid - 
Lady Emlin, . what a thonght have you 
0 ata. it Bs WE her. and, checks. 
« indiffaronce- at 


« the.fivit wiſh of married Nr ſhould. 
3 be 


vo walk, 7 an event 
«© which-would;coft-me my life, I think 
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de to live well with each other; the next, 
do die together. —*: Excellent creature!” 
cried Sir John. «Your firſt wiſh, Madam, 
you are certain to have; and your ſe- 
© cond too, if you ſhould die before me; 
for I am ſure could not ſurvive yo 4 
© many hours.“ Very well indeed, Haid = | 
Lady Bab, for the firſt day of mar- 1 
riage.— And very well for the ſecond | 
month of it,“ anfwered Sir Henry; & as | 
happy, I dare ſay, as the firſt day. But 
* ie will exeuſe your humouf, ſince we 
„ know your heart. Soon after, Sir 
Henry being obſerved to drop a tear, il 
and to endeavour to hide it by wiping it 1 
from his cheele, his daughter with emo- | — 
tion aſked; if he was not well. He re- 
plied, It was a tear, I own, my dear; but 
« it wWas a tear of; oyʒ a ſenſibility of pre- 
«ſent happineſs from rom every object round 
it me, a view of future, a reflection on 
at palt ineidents . Th e pelt Kitddents 
© ſhould-rather puſh a tear of anthiet fort, 
in my opinion, 1 Raid Lady Bab!— — In- 
. * deed,” Madam, - replied: Sir ir 4-2 
ves vill change your” opinion} : + 
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cc will pleaſe to beſtow a little attention? 
- < Loſs of eſtate, baniſhment from one's 
< country, contempt of relations, ſepara- 
tion from friends, do not carry a very 
« ſmiling appearance; but may be the 
4 ſource of virtues, which outweigh. all 
« the gifts of fortune and affluence, and 
% productive of a ſuperior happineſs in 
« kind, than that which was ſuppoſed to 
« be loſt, The contempt of riches and 
te, which the worſt of villains. have 
had, is a greater good than the poſſeſ- 
« ſion of them, I loſt eſtate, but I did 
“ not forfeit my honour: I was not ba- 
4 niſhed from my country, while I refided - 
in any part of his majeſty's dominions; 
and was conſcious of ſerving him in the 
<« poſt allotted by Providence. I did not 
<« cringe to be wealthy, nor flatter to be 
great. Oppreſſion teaches fortitude, and 
_ «+ afflitions ſubmiſſion; and the mind, 
cc unconſcious of guilt or baſeneſt, with 
« health, can ſupport (iſe. under any 
turns of fortune; and ſmile ſuperior to 
« ſorrow. The moſt touching and hard- 
4 EVR 0 of * ſeeming cala 


LIV mities 


4. known the beſt of guardians, and muſt 


have loſt all that direction which that 
lady's leſſons gave, and example re- 


«© commended to her. Had ſhe not NEL 
| cc | 
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mities were there,” f (pointing e his  -- 
4 “ own that was my tender, 
my acceſſible part: I vented many a 
ſigh, and ſhed ſome tears: but how 
| * blindly ! how unjuſtly! Tf ſhe had not 


6C 


been dependent, ſhe would not have 


diſtreſſed, ſhe had not been reſcued : 
ſhe had not been reſcued, ſhe ear 


have been unacquainted with the ger 
tleman, the moſt worth knowing i in the 
world; ſhe might not have been Lady 
: Emlin.” —* ] fancy,” ſaid the Colonel, ; 

. « the turns of your life might be worked 
up into a very agreeable ind inſtructive 


« ſtory, if we had all the particulars of it.” 
— You divert me,” replied Sir Henry, 


v5 


te 


48 


« when you talk of my hiſtory : the 


6 


hiſtory of a private man, who has 
paſſed the greatelt part of his life in 


too much indolence and obſcurity. But 


| whatever becomes of my hiſtory, I am 
Vor. II. 8 N 


26 Tur BROTHERS. 


« .of opinion, that the account of private : 


766: perſons, who are above the vulgar way 
0 thinking, and have met with any 


variety of turns, and changes in life, 
0 and have made Proper reflections upon, = 


& 


* more uſeful and entertaining leſſons to 


. than embattled armies, and 


< princes and heroes at the head of them, 


and all the intrigue of cabinets, and the 
parade of courts, which ſtrike the eye, 
and open the mouth, of filly- wonder. 


_*« Commend me to the French, writers of 


« memoirs, who think to immortalize 
their names, by mixing them in the ſame 
«© page with the princes and great men, 
< their cotemporaries; tho* they really 
<< have no more to do with them, than the 
« exulting flie with the duſt, raiſed by the 


<« wheel he-fits on. But my name, you 
< ſee, is going: I ſhall ſoon leave it; and 
my. daughter has changed it already. 
What is to, be done ?— I will tell you 
-* Sir John; I propheſy you will have a 
| RS + 


© and conducted themſelves with decency 
and propriety under, them, might read 


cc 
1 
(e 
£< 
0 


"ot 


& 
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* ſon, and a fine boy I hope he will be 
by nature, and finer by the education 
of two ſuch parents : and, by-and-by, - 
Sir Oſmond: Emlin may preſerve the 
memory of the names, friendſhip the 
alliance, of both: or, if you will hear 
the utmoſt of my wiſhes, let him bury 
us in oblivion, and make us forgot and 
loſt in the ſuperior light of his own - 
virtues and actions.“ 
A fortnight paſſed in ſuch converſa- 
tions as might be expected from perſons - 


6E-: 


a 


* 


0 


Q 


ſtudious to pleaſe, and to be pleaſed with 
each other, and in receiving and return- 


ing the compliments and viſits of the 


neighbourhood : among which none was 
more grateful than that of the Earl oY 


Counteſs, with whom Lady Emlin had 
been ſo much connected. They had alſo 


the pleaſure of a very obliging letter of 


congratulation from Mr. Mortimer, Who 


was at Bath, for his health, and hoped to- 
be well enough to wait on them in perſon 
from thence, when they came to Oſmond- 


Facts. which he imagined would be ſoon: 


3 
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and that his mother revived in ſpirits and 


health every day, at the expectation of ſo 


; delightful an interview, 


The appointed. time for ceremony be- 3 
ing over, Sir Henry put the company in 
mind of their engagement to go with him 
to Oſmond-Place; whither his domeſtic 
affairs neceſſarily called him. They ſet 
out accordingly; and as the time of their 
arrival had been notified before, the whole 
neighbourhood of the family, friends and 
tenants, came out in crouds to meet 
them, and gave pleaſure to every eye, but 
an unſpeakable joy to the humane heart of 
Sir Henry; who. received the welcome of 
the gentry with an engaging grace of looks 
and behaviour ;. and, after an entertain- 
ment, before ordered, agreeable to the an- 
tient hoſpitality of that manſion, diſmiſſed 


his attendants with hearts and eyes over” 


flowing at his kind promiſe of removing 1 


every grievance, wiping the tear from 
every eye, and reſtoring the uſual face of 
eaſy and plenty to the country. 


At this time a writ being come for elect- 


nga burgeſs, in the room of one deceaſed 
in 


1 
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in a neighbouring borough, connected with 
the family by the influence of its eſtate, 
and ſtill more ſo by their juſt admiration 
and love for the preſent” poſſeſſor, he was 


cChoſen their repreſentative, without oppo- 


ſition, without ſolicitation, nay, without 
the knowledge of it, till they waited on 


— kim in a body, and acquainted him with 


, by ſhewing him their return. He 
8055 all proper acknowledgments "I the 


power they had given him of ſerving his 


country in a new capacity; and declared 

he received it as a ſacred truſt, and would 

_ endeavour to account for it in the beſt 
manner he could o chem, and to the 

world. 8 RY, 
Ader ſettling ſome affairs, as ſav 1 as- 
the time would. permit; and. putting 
others in a diſpoſition to be ſettled, he 
left the country, followed by the bleſſings 
and acclamations of the people, and pro- 
ceeded to paſs ſome days at Emlin-Grove, 
till the parliament met, and he went t&. 
mis his ſeat ! in that aſſembly. LY 


The 
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The ſcene of action was now changed, 
but the man was the ſame, and his conſtant 
object the good of his country, and of man- 
kind. He was ever doing the beſt in his 
power to promote it. Wees in garriſon at 
Gibraltar, he laid many plans for ſecuring 
and improving that important fortreſs, 


which have been brought to a degree of 


| perfection by a noble lord, the governor 
of it. And in his new ſituation, he pro- 
poſed many ſalutary meaſures, and con- 
curred with all, by whomſoever propoſed, - 
which ſeemed to carry the ſame appear- 
ance, The care of our marine was his 


favourite topic, and he was never weary ' 


of ſhewing the neceſſity of its ſuperiority, - 
for the ſecurity and happineſs of this iſland, 


either in peace or war. At the end of the | 


ſeſſion he retired to Emlin-Grove, where 
his honeſt: heart gave itſelf up to joy, 
and eaſy converſe with the happieſt pair, 
and the hope of an offspring worthy of 
them. 

From this es he had propoſed 
returning to his duty in the houſe, as ſoon - 
as ſummoned to it; frequently ſaying, he 


thought * 
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thought non-attendance, or negligence i in 
it, as baſe and puniſhable as deſertion of 
his poſt in his military life, or ſleeping 


upon it. He ſaw, he lamented, the faults 5 


of the times; and, had he lived, would 
have laboured to amend them. He ever 
thought the ſilly ambition of place, pa- 
rade, ſhew, and diſſipation, to be a direct 
delirium of the brain. The ever: filling 
thirſt of frivolous pleaſures he called 
the Dropſy, and indolence the Palſy, of 
the mind. Whether it was from his ob- 
ſervation of ſome riſing geniuſes, or from 
a ſenſibility, ſomething of a divining 
power, ſometimes exerted by the foul, ' 
when it is diſengaging itſelf from the 
| clogs of | fleſh, and pruning its wings for 
unincumbered flight, I know not; but 
he ſaid, I think they were almoſt the laft 
words he ſaid, I wiſh to ſee———nay, I 
&« do fee him Als it viſion? is it reality? 
„ ſee the godlike man, endowed from 
<« above with extraordinary talents for 
<« ſaving a ſinking nation, and poſſeſſed 
of a heart to exert them for its pre- 
SEO. ſervation : 
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* ſeryation : I behold him emerging; 
„ repelling the waves of faction, and 
« trampling envy and detraction under 


„ his feet; fearleſs of danger, ſuperior to 


* Jucre, above the allurements of plea- 
«* ſure; intruſted by his moſt gracious 


« prince with the power of doing good, 


and reflecting honour on the truſt, by 
„ doing it: I ſee a free people, diſcern- 
ing their intereſt, and him the guardian 


of it, preventing his demands of affiſt- 
c ance, and pouring millions into his 


E hand, ſure to be expended for their 
«© welfare and glory. And 1 think I ſee 
O let me indulge the thought!) a train 
of kindred ſpirits, rifing by example, 
<« and puſhing to tread after him the paths 
of honour; while thoſe who have been, 
or have endeavoured to be, the bene- 


„ factors of the human race, and myſelf 
s behind them all, look down from their 


e manſions with complacency; and hea- 
© ven, appeaſed by theſe dawnings of 
<< public virtue, crown with ſucceſs the 
« glorious work.” 7 JI 65 
I 
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